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 Army veteran Derric Winters  
MATT MCCLAIN/The Washington Post
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 WASHINGTON — Shocking 
claims about secret waiting lists 
and the deaths of 40 veterans al-
legedly resulting from delays in 
treatment at the Phoenix Veter-
ans Affairs Health Care System 
have prompted lawmakers to call 
for hearings on the scandal.

In an interview with CNN, Dr. 
Sam Foote, who worked with the 
Phoenix VA for 24 years, claimed 
that PVAHCS maintained two 
waiting lists for patients, one of 
which was secret and was used to 
cover up the long wait times vet-
erans experienced.

“The only record that you have 
ever been there requesting care 
was on that secret list,” he said. 

“And they wouldn’t take you off 
that secret list [and put you on 
the official one] until you had 
an appointment time that was 
less than 14 days so it would give 
the appearance that they were 
improving greatly the waiting 
times, when in fact they were 
not,” Foote told CNN. 

“So then when they did that, 
they would report to Washing-

ton, ‘Oh yeah. We’re makin’ our 
appointments within — within 10 
days, within the 14-day frame,’ 
when in reality it had been six, 
nine, in some cases 21 months,” 
he said.

The VA Office of Inspec-
tor General has launched an 
investigation.

SEE PHOENIX ON PAGE 2
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“The adults actually 
got into fights over that 

decision and trying to boil 
down the priority of who 
should be inside a facility 
during a storm: a pet or 
a person. It’s a constant 

fight.”
— David Grizzle, emergency man-
agement coordinator for Norman, 

Okla., talking about reaction to the 
town’s decision to shutter its 

storm shelters

See story on Page 9
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WASHINGTON — Suicides 
across the military dropped by 
more than 15 percent last year, 
but new detailed data reveals an 
increase in the number of Army 
National Guard and Reserve sol-
diers who took their own lives.

The overall totals provided by 
the Army, Navy, Air Force and 
Marine Corps give some hope 
that prevention programs and in-
creased efforts to identify troops 
at risk may be taking hold after 
several years of escalating sui-
cides. The increase among Army 
National Guard and Reserve 
members raises questions about 
whether those programs are get-
ting to the citizen soldiers who may 
not have the same access to sup-
port networks and help that their 
active-duty comrades receive.

Not only did the Army National 
Guard and Reserve suicides in-
crease from 140 in 2012 to 152 last 
year, but the 2013 total exceeded 
the number of active-duty soldiers 
who took their own lives, accord-
ing to the Army. There were 151 
active-duty soldier suicides last 
year, compared with 185 in 2012, 
Army officials said.

The Pentagon released a report 
Friday that provided fi nal data for 
2012 suicides and some prelimi-
nary numbers for 2013. But those 
numbers differ a bit from the totals 
provided by the services because 
of complicated accounting chang-
es in how the department counts 
suicides by reservists. Some of the 
Pentagon numbers were finalized 
a year ago, while the services have 
more recently updated totals that 
reflect the results of some death 
investigations.

According to the four military 
services, there were 289 suicides 

among active-duty troops in 2013, 
down from 343 in 2012. The major-
ity were in the Army, the nation’s 
largest military service. The Navy 
saw a 25 percent decline, from 59 
in 2012 to 44 in 2013. The Marines 
went from 48 to 45, while the Air 
Force went from 51 to 49.

Due to the accounting changes 
and other updates, the Penta-
gon numbers are generally a bit 
lower and reflect a larger decline 
in overall active-duty suicides 
of about 18 percent from 2012 to 
2013. In some cases, the services 
are counting Guard and Reserve 

members who have been called to
active duty as part of the active-
duty total, while the Pentagon did
not. Both sets of numbers, how-
ever, show the same trends: fewer 
active-duty suicides across all four 
services and slightly more deaths 
among the Army National Guard
and Reserve.

The Pentagon also released de-
tailed demographic data on the 
2012 suicides, showing that more
often they involve young, white
men using a non-military issued 
gun. They also  had reported fam-
ily or relationship stress.

Military leaders say it’s too soon
to declare success in the battle
against suicides, but they say 
that some programs appear to be
working.

“I think we’ve changed the cul-
tural mindset — that it’s OK for a
sailor or a soldier or an airman or
Marine to come forward and ask 
for help,” said Rear Adm. Sean 
Buck, the Navy’s officer in charge
of suicide prevention and resil-
ience programs.  

 According to the Army data,
more than half of the reservists
who committed suicide in 2012 
and 2013 had served in Iraq and
Afghanistan. 

MILITARY

Military suicide rate drops in ’13

Phoenix: Senior VA staffers confirm accusations are true
FROM FRONT PAGE

The allegations of gross mis-
management and concealment 
sparked fury among lawmakers 
and veterans groups.

On Thursday, Sen. Bernie Sand-
ers, I-Vt., the chairman of the 
Senate Veterans’ Affairs Com-
mittee, said he would hold a hear-
ing on alleged patient neglect at 
PVAHCS after the IG completes 
its investigation.

“Congress must fulfill its re-
sponsibilities to get to the truth 
without delay. Our nation has a 
duty to provide the best quality 
of care to those who have served 
and sacrificed on our behalf, and 
we must hold accountable any-
one who would break that solemn 
obligation,” Arizona Republi-
can Sens. John McCain and Jeff 
Flake, who requested hearings 
and investigations into the mat-
ter, said in response to Sanders’ 
announcement.

The number of veterans cur-

rently on the secret list to see a 
primary care physician is some-
where between 1,400 and 1,600, 
according to Foote.

Other senior VA staffers con-
firmed that Foote’s accusations 
were true, and internal emails 
obtained by the news organization 
suggested that top management 
at the VA hospital was aware of 
the scheme, according to CNN. 
At least 40 veterans died while 
waiting for appointments with 
PVAHCS, some of whom were on 
the secret waiting list, according 
to CNN.

“[We] welcome the results from 
the Office of Inspector General’s 
review. We take these allegations 
seriously,” PVAHCS said in a 
press release. “We acknowledge 
Phoenix VA Healthcare System 
has had longstanding issues with 
Veterans accessing care. … Phoe-
nix VA Healthcare System cares 
deeply for every veteran we are 
privileged to serve.”

Veterans’ groups blasted the VA 
after learning of the allegations 
and demanded accountability.

American Legion National 
Commander Daniel M. Dellinger 
said the creation of the secret list 
in Phoenix would constitute “one 
of the most abhorrent acts ever 
committed in VA history.”

“If this is all true, it is a new 
low in a string of breakdowns at 
VA medical centers — Columbia, 
S.C.; Augusta, Ga.; Jackson, Miss.; 
the list goes on — that have caused 
the needless deaths of individu-
als who served this country with 
honor,” Dellinger said. “We’re 
going to find out what happened 
in Phoenix. … We are going to 
find out who was responsible for 
this secret list and if they are still 
working for VA. These preventable 
deaths keep mounting, and yet we 
see not a single VA manager being 
held accountable. … It is not suffi-
cient for VA to simply say it’s going 
to try to do better next time with-
out holding people accountable.”

“When you deal with lives, there
should be no leniency granted to
anyone with any knowledge of this 
alleged cover-up, to include ev-
eryone in Phoenix who knew but 
didn’t tell, and those in oversight 
positions at the VA network and
VA headquarters in Washington
who knew but didn’t care,” Wil-
liam Thien, the national com-
mander of the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars, said in a press release. 

“Regarding VA leadership in 
Phoenix, there is zero trust in
their ability to lead, much less to 
properly care for America’s he-
roes,” he said. “If the allegations
of veterans dying as a result of this
internal process are true, then the
individuals responsible should be 
prosecuted criminally to the full-
est extent of the law. The Secre-
tary of Veterans Affairs needs to
fire them all, then let the lawyers
sort it out.”
harper.jon@stripes.com
Twitter: @JHarperStripes
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 Pentagon data
 � Almost 93 percent were male
 � 74 percent were white
 � Almost 40 percent were between 
17-24
 � 65 percent used a firearm; almost 
76 percent of those used a gun that was 
not issued by the military
 � 25 percent died of asphyxiation, 
including hanging
 � More than 33 percent tested posi-
tive for alcohol use; about 24 percent 
tested positive for drugs
 � 55 percent of unsuccessful suicide 

attempts involved drugs
 � 42 percent had a history of some 
type of behavioral health diagnosis
 � More than 28 percent had talked 
about harming themselves prior to the 
suicide
 � 40 percent reported family or rela-
tionship stress in the 90 days prior to 
suicide; 32 percent reported financial or 
work stress
 � 57 percent had been deployed
 � 47 percent had been deployed to 
the Iraq or Afghanistan wars

From The Associated Press
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 BY GEOFF ZIEZULEWICZ

Chicago Tribune

CHICAGO — A U.S. mission 
to deliver books to a school in Af-
ghanistan that ended in the death 
of a young foreign service offi-
cer from River Forest, Ill., was 
plagued by poor planning that 
“failed at all levels,” according to 
a scathing Army report obtained 
by the Chicago Tribune.

Anne Smedinghoff, 25, three 
U.S. soldiers and an interpreter 
died on April 6, 2013, when a sui-
cide bomber’s car exploded out-
side the walls of a U.S. military 
base in Zabul province in south-
ern Afghanistan.

The Army report for the first 
time criticizes civilian and mili-
tary leaders for not following se-
curity protocols in the lead-up to 
the mission.

Soldiers tasked with safely es-
corting Smedinghoff and other 
State Department civilians to a 
local school never received vital 
information for what was de-
scribed in military briefings as a 
“Media Extravaganza,” the report 
states.

“The platoon did not know the 
exact number of people they were 
escorting, they did not conduct a 
formal risk assessment, they did 
not have a specific threat analysis, 
and they had the wrong location 
for the school,” the report states.

The Army report notes that 
insurgents likely attacked the 
group — which included Jonathan 
Addleton, a top State Department 
official for southern Afghanistan 
— because they thought such a 
high-profile incident would gar-
ner widespread attention.

“The purpose of this attack was 
to make a powerful statement that 
would be broadcast throughout 
the country,” the report states. 
“Because local and national media 
were gathered for the school event, 

many images and stories would be 
released immediately.”

The report was initially com-
missioned after the attack and ap-
proved in June. But in July, new 
evidence concerning Smeding-
hoff’s death and the medical treat-
ment she received was put into the 
investigation.

The report, obtained through 
the Freedom of Information Act 
this week after it was requested in 
August, also found that:
�  A top State Department of-

ficial, Jonathan Addleton, was at 
the book drop-off with Smeding-
hoff and may have been the main 
target, although insurgents were 
perhaps targeting anyone partak-
ing in the mission. The report also 
notes that the planning and secu-
rity that should be afforded such 
a VIP was not provided in this in-
stance. Addleton’s presence at the 
event that day had not been previ-
ously disclosed.
�  The State Department shared 

too much information with Afghan 
officials, and the group may have 
been targeted because specifics 
on the event’s exact time and who 
would attend “had leaked out.”
�  The book event at the school 

was described in military brief-
ings as a “Media Extravaganza” 
event. One soldier on the ground 
wrote in a statement that he de-
scribed the event as providing 
“Happy Snaps,” or photo oppor-
tunities, for top officials in Kabul. 
The company supplying the 
books also desired “more media 
reporting.”

�  The Army unit at the base 
didn’t want to provide security be-
cause it didn’t understand why it 
should be carrying out such a mis-
sion, and the security platoon al-
ready had other missions planned 
for that day. What’s more, civil-
ians were not wearing the proper 
protective gear.

The document also offers a de-
tailed description of the lethal 
attack and the confusion that 
followed.

Smedinghoff’s family said it was 
initially told that she had been in a 
convoy, not on foot, at the time of 
the attack.

Tom Smedinghoff, Anne’s fa-
ther, said he had not seen the Army 
investigation before Wednesday. 
“I’m not sure what to say,” he said 
shortly after receiving the report. 
He noted that “there’s a lot more 
detail than I’ve ever known be-
fore” about his daughter’s death.

When Smedinghoff and the 
others walked through the base’s 

south gate that morning of April 6, 
2013, they turned left and headed 
to where they thought the school 
was. But a guard at the compound 
door where they knocked said 
they needed to go to another door, 
so the group turned around and 
headed back the way they came, 
the report states.

They were caught in the ini-
tial blast at about 11 a.m., when 
a remote-controlled bomb hidden 
under a pallet that was leaned up 
against the base’s southern wall 
detonated.

Five to 10 seconds after that 
initial blast, a man driving a blue 
Toyota — who the report states 
had been shooed away from the 
gate when the group was leaving 
the base — drove within the for-
mation of soldiers and civilians 
and blew up his car, gravely injur-
ing Smedinghoff, the interpreter 
and the three soldiers, among 
others. 

 BY SHASHANK BENGALI
 AND HASHMAT BAKTASH

Los Angeles Times

KABUL  — The fatal shooting
of three Americans in a char-
ity hospital Thursday punctu-
ated a dismal new trend that has 
emerged in the waning months of
the U.S.-led war in Afghanistan:
Just as many foreign civilians are
being killed as troops.

The brazen attack by a police
officer at the Cure International 
hospital in Kabul, which serves
37,000 Afghans a year, shocked 
even this war-weary city and
seemed likely to diminish the
already dwindling population of
foreigners working in the capital.

At least 22 foreign civilians 
have been killed this year in at-
tacks on nonmilitary targets, in-
cluding a Lebanese restaurant, a 
luxury hotel and foreign journal-
ists covering preparations for the
April 5 presidential election. The
toll matches the number of U.S.-
led coalition troops who have died
this year, although nine of those
fatalities resulted from non-hos-
tile incidents.

As international forces accel-
erate their withdrawal, Afghan 
soldiers and police officers have
taken on the brunt of security re-
sponsibilities. The Taliban and its
sympathizers, meanwhile, have
infiltrated those forces to perpe-
trate “insider” attacks against in-
ternational troops.

Now some worry that insur-
gents have altered their tactics, 
electing to hit lightly guarded
targets to keep pressure on West-
ern countries even though their
remaining military forces — in-
cluding about 30,000 American 
soldiers — are stationed far from 
the front lines.

“They can be seen as the soft
underbelly of the intervention, an
easy way to hit Western govern-
ments rather than trying to fight 
well-armed NATO forces, and po-
tentially a highly effective way of
driving foreign aid and influence 
out of Afghanistan,” Kate Clark,
country director for the Afghani-
stan Analysts Network, a Kabul-
based research organization, 
wrote recently.

The Taliban denied responsi-
bility for Thursday’s shooting,
just as they did early this month 
after a police officer shot two As-
sociated Press journalists who
were part of a convoy of election
workers in Khowst province, in 
eastern Afghanistan. 

The deteriorating security has 
prompted fear among many Af-
ghans that they will lose much of
the foreign aid that accounts for 
most of the country’s operating
budget. U.S. lawmakers this year
halved development funding for 
Afghanistan, to $1.1 billion.

The hospital attack, some
worry, may further reduce for-
eign assistance. 

 BY AMY WORDEN

The Philadelphia Inquirer

LEMOYNE, Pa. — Cure Inter-
national has long gone where oth-
ers fear to tread.

The global health care nonprofit 
has set up clinics in war zones and 
regions plagued by civil unrest 
since its founding in 1996, includ-
ing taking over a bombed-out Red 
Cross hospital in Kabul, Afghani-
stan, in 2005.

It was there that the group on 
Thursday suffered its first fatality 
as a result of violence.

As news broke that an Afghan 
gunman had killed three Ameri-
cans at the site, the spotlight 
turned to the group, based in a 
small office building on a resi-
dential street in a borough outside 
Harrisburg.

Mark Knecht, Cure’s chief fi-
nancial officer, emerged from the 
office Thursday just long enough 
to read a statement saying the or-

ganization “grieved to confirm the 
death of one its doctors.” 

Dr. Jerry Umanos was one of 
three physicians killed when an 

Afghan se-
curity guard 
opened fire.

In an in-
terview with 
The Associ-
ated Press, 
Jan Schuite-
ma, Umanos’ 
wife, said he 
always want-
ed to work 
with chil-
dren, and be-

came fascinated with Afghanistan 
when visiting through a Christian 
clinic in 2006.

“What he would really want 
people who care about this to know 
is that he really did love Afghani-
stan and the Afghan people,” said 
Schuitema, a teacher in Chicago 
who also spent time teaching in 

Afghanistan.
Ed Stillman, a Cure board mem-

ber, said the board would likely 
agree to continue operations in 
Afghanistan despite the tragedy.

“We’re trying our best to pick 
up pieces,” Stillman said. “We’re 
not going to abandon families who 
do need us.”

Cure says its mission is to “heal 
the sick and proclaim the kingdom 
of God,” and it seeks to promote 
medical and spiritual healing, ac-
cording to its tax filings. Stillman 
said he hoped the shooting was not 
motivated by religion.

“As Christians, we have a re-
sponsibility to try to care for 
people who do not have medical 
resources we have available, es-
pecially for children,” he said. 
“In most of the countries we’re in, 
they appreciate the medical re-
sources that without Cure would 
not be there.”

Scott Harrison, an orthopedic 

surgeon and businessman from 
western Pennsylvania, founded 
Cure after making a windfall from 
the sale of an orthopedic manu-
facturing company where he was 
chief executive. He used the prof-
its to build a hospital, in Kenya.

 While the nonprofit gained lit-
tle media attention in the United 
States, its worldwide operations 
grew as hospitals began opening 
in more countries across Africa 
and in the Dominican Republic 
and United Arab Emirates.

In 2011, the nonprofit reported 
about $20 million in assets and 
spent nearly that much on opera-
tions worldwide, according to its 
tax filings.  The group now em-
ploys more than 1,000 people. 

Cure opened its first Afghan 
clinic in war-torn Kandahar in 
2003 to serve a desperate popula-
tion where one-quarter of the chil-
dren were dying before age 5. A 
move to Kabul two years later was 
viewed as a safer alternative. 

MIDEAST

Cure suffers first violent fatality

Umanos

COURTESY OF TOM SMEDINGHOFF/AP

 Anne Smedinghoff, 25,  was killed on April 6, 2013, in southern 
Afghanistan. 

Report: Poor planning 
led to diplomat’s death

‘ The platoon did not know the exact number of people they were 
escorting, they did not conduct a formal risk assessment, they did not have 
a specific threat analysis, and they had the wrong location for the school. ’

U.S. Army report

Killings 
highlight 
risks to 
foreigners
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MISSING THE WAR
 Army veteran 
Derric Winters 
shoots a rifle 
 outside  Rock 
Springs, Wyo. 
MATT MCCLAIN
The Washington Post

TRANSITIONING FROM 
CAMARADERIE 
TO ISOLATION

Once back home, Army veteran finds himself longing for purpose, brotherhood of war

His shirt read “ARMY,” his 
hat read “10th Mountain Divi-
sion,” and his license plate read 
“Disabled Veteran.” Five bullets 
rattled on his dashboard as he 
swerved around another car with 
his right fist pressed against the 
horn. “Come on,” he said. “Go. Just 
go!” It had been five years since he 
returned from 16 months at war, 
and some days he still acted like 
he was back in Afghanistan. Many 
days, he wished that he were. 

“The lonely process of overcom-
ing combat” was what one doctor 
called it as he prescribed Winters 
the latest in a series of anti-anxi-
ety medications. But what the doc-
tor didn’t seem to understand was 
that this was the place Winters was 
failing to overcome — the Ameri-
ca where he felt discouraged and 
detached, and where his transition 
seemed like a permanent state. 
“What the hell am I supposed to do 
next?” he had asked his command-
ing officer when he was medically 
discharged from the Army, which 

had provided his income, his sense 
of purpose, his self-esteem and 15 
of his closest friends in a platoon 
they called “The Brotherhood.”

He had tried to replace the war 
by working construction, rough-
necking in the oil fields and en-
rolling in community college. He 
had tried divorce and remarriage; 
alcohol and drugs; biker gangs 
and street racing; therapy ap-
pointments and trips to a shooting 
range for what he called “recoil 
therapy.” He had tried driving two 
hours to the hospital in Laramie, 
proclaiming himself in need of 
help and checking himself in.

On this day, he was on his way 
to try what he considered the most 
unlikely solution yet: a 9-to-5 of-
fice job as a case worker helping 
troubled veterans — even though 
he hated office work and had so 
far failed to help himself.

He had first contacted the non-
profit organization a few months 
earlier to ask for assistance with 
paying two months’ rent on his 

trailer, which the director had 
done. But she also had said that 
what he really needed was a new 
community, a renewed sense of 
purpose, so she had offered him 
a job and he had accepted, on 
the condition that he didn’t need 
to wear a tie. Now he was the 
only man and the only veteran 
on a staff of eight civilians with a 
trained sensitivity to veterans’ is-
sues. They gave him a desk with 
a view of the entrance to better 
accommodate his post-traumatic 
stress disorder. They held meet-
ings when he needed to be “tri-
aged.” They offered time off for 
his panic attacks and greeted him 
each morning with equal parts 
caution and motherly concern.

“How are you doing today?” 
asked the nonprofit director.

“Fine,” he said as he walked 
through the main lobby.

“How do you feel?” asked the 
outreach coordinator.

“Fine,” he said.
He set down his Dr Pepper and 

his bottle of Gabapentin anxiety 
pills and began sorting through 
the paperwork on his desk. His job 
required a combination of case 
management, IT work and data 
entry, but already he had complet-
ed a self-evaluation noting weak-
nesses in “multitasking and a low 
patience for B.S.” A boss asked 
him to locate an obscure provision 
on page 84 of the staff manual, 
and he finally found it, a half-hour 

later, on page 
86. He print-
ed a copy of 
the manual to 
double-check 
his work, and 
a colleague 
gently scold-
ed him for 
not printing 
double-sided. 
“This is a se-
rious waste 
issue for us,” 
she said. “A 
serious waste 
issue,” he 
repeated, re-
minding him-
self not to roll 

his eyes as he washed down the 
morning’s first Gabapentin with 
his third Dr Pepper and pulled his 
fourth cigarette from the pack.

He returned to his desk, put on 
headphones and began searching 
an online job board for the next 
solution to try. Maybe he could 
fix diesel engines. 

Maybe he could work security 

or start his own firing range. 
He entered a search term for the

one job he really wanted, and the 
one job his discharge papers said 
he would never be healthy enough
to have again: “Trained Army Sol-
dier,” he typed, and the resulting
barrage of military regalia made
him enter more searches for all
the things he missed about his 
time in Afghanistan. There were
pictures of the fort in the Koren-
gal Valley he helped build in 2007, 
giving the United States its first
permanent presence in a remote
area controlled by the Taliban.
There was the 22-pound machine 
gun he had hauled up and over
the mountains each night, curs-
ing its weight even though it had 
sustained him through dozens of
firefights.

The nonprofit director came 
by with another stack of paper-
work for him to review. It was a
data estimate of at-risk veterans 
living across Wyoming, a tally of
people who had failed to transition
from war: 787 in Cheyenne, 456 in 
Laramie, 107 in Green River, 194 
in Rock Springs. “See, I printed it 
double-sided,” the director teased.
As she walked away, Winters 
tugged the hood of his sweatshirt
over his head and began typing a
message to another soldier from 
his platoon.

“Welcome back to the life of
petty nonsense,” he wrote.

“Another day from killer to ci-
vilian,” he continued. 

“Ugh. I miss it.” 
SEE MISSING ON PAGE 5 

 BY ELI SASLOW
 The Washington Post

ROCK SPRINGS, Wyo. 

T
he only light in the vast Wyoming darkness came from the lit end of 
another 5:30 a.m. cigarette as Derric Winters waited alone for sun-
rise on the porch of his trailer. He never slept well, not anymore, so 
he smoked and stared across the three miles of barren landscape that 
separated him from town. He checked his voice mail, but there were 
no messages. He logged on to Facebook, but no one was awake to chat. 

The only company now was the hum of the interstate behind his trailer, people on 
their way from one place to the next. He walked out to his truck and joined them. ‘ Welcome 

back to 
the life 
of petty 
nonsense. 
Another 
day from 
killer to 
civilian. 
Ugh. I 
miss it. ’
Derric Winters
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MISSING THE WAR

FROM PAGE 4

‘Brothers till we die’
What Winters missed about Af-

ghanistan were not the mortars 
that dropped down each night 
from the summit of Abas Ghar 
mountain, or the IEDs that ripped 
through Humvees and sometimes 
legs, or the 65 pounds of gear and 
body armor he humped every-
where in 110-degree heat, or the 
fleas and tarantulas that shared 
the dusty shack they called an out-
post, or the politics of a war he had 
mostly signed up to fight in the 
first place because he was laid off 
from an oil rig in a down economy 
with a baby on the way. 

What he missed — the only 
thing, really — were the soldiers: 
Dodd, Vance, Pinchock, Craig-
head and all the others, the men 
he fought for and fought with. 
Eighty or so men in total. That was 
his war. The incentives and conse-
quences; the love and loss. They 
were all of it, right there. 

Now one was looking for work in 
Wisconsin, one had killed himself, 
and several had returned to Af-
ghanistan to get back into the fight. 
Most of them wanted to be back 
there, in their own ways. Like so 
many vets, they missed the cama-
raderie. And as with so many vets, 
their lives at home were defined 
less by togetherness than by isola-
tion, which took on many forms. 
Dodd was in Kansas City making 
aerospace bolts and smoking weed 
on his breaks to stave off the stress 
of “dumb-ass civilian questions.” 
Simpson was working the phones 
at a call center for the Department 
of Veterans Affairs, talking to vets 
who wanted counseling or benefits 
or sometimes nothing at all, other 
than to talk with another combat 
veteran. 

And Winters was living with 
a new wife in a new town, Rock 
Springs, population 23,000 strang-
ers, only because a relative had of-
fered a good deal on a used trailer 
and there was no place better to 
go. He had grown up on the other 
side of the state. His nearest friend 
lived two counties east; his closest 
fellow soldier was 300 miles away 
in Denver. Only a few relatives 
had visited their trailer and only 
then on Thanksgiving. It was at 
the edge of a small trailer park in 
the desolate expanse of southwest-
ern Wyoming, where the wind 
whipped down from the moun-
tains, carried over the high des-
ert, and invaded the trailer despite 

the towels they stuffed under the 
doors. People had always come to 
Rock Springs to start over and to 
search for something: gold, coal, 
oil or natural gas. It was a boom-
and-bust town, a place of reinven-
tion, and now Winters had come 
searching, too.

Maybe he would find it at an oil 
rig, where he signed up for a three-
week hitch hoping for camarade-
rie, a shared purpose and some 
practical jokes. But this time, the 
joke turned out to be his PTSD, 
and co-workers banged pipes at 
night to startle him. 

Maybe at the community col-
lege, where he enrolled and then 
dropped out a few weeks later after 
a professor who had never cleaned 
blood off a Humvee interrupted 
him during a discussion about war 
to correct his grammar. 

Maybe at a motorcycle memo-
rial club, where the membership 
code promised “honor, brother-
hood and tributes to fallen riders” 
but where membership itself con-
sisted of $1,000 bar tabs with peo-
ple who had done nothing much 
worth honoring. 

So instead, Winters spent most 
of his time inside the trailer, either 
with his wife or alone, lifeless in 
front of the television. Cartoons 
before work. Hunting shows in 
the afternoon. Network comedy in 
the evening. And then back online 
at night, when he could log on to 
Facebook and connect again with 

the men from his platoon. Even 
though he hadn’t seen any of them 
for two years, their presence on his 
computer screen offered the clos-
est thing he had to a community. 

“I miss you and my brothers 
something fierce,” he wrote to 
Dodd one night.

“Reach down and grab some 
dirt,” Dodd wrote. “Crumble it 
in your hands. You’re home safe. 
Nothing can get you now, bud. It’s 
normal to feel that way.”

“Damn, I know man,” Winters 
typed. “I just can’t feel like I did 
with my brothers. I can’t find any-
thing to replace it and I have a 
huge hole there.”

“No you don’t. Hole has the 
same people as it did before, you 
just don’t get to talk to them as 
often.”

“I know. I just need to visit 
everyone to get some closure. 
Thanks for letting me vent.”

“Closure my ass,” Dodd wrote. 
“You’re stuck with this friend.”

“Brothers till we die,” Win-
ters typed before signing off and 
switching to another chat with 
another soldier. “What’s up, broth-
er?” he wrote, and then, because 
he was thinking about the war, he 
watched a video of the night when 
three vehicles in his platoon had 
come under siege on a cliff-side 
road in Afghanistan. He turned 
up the volume until the sounds of 
war filled his empty trailer: the 
explosion of an IED, the rattle 

of machine gun fire, the crack of 
rockets against the cliff and the 
steady beat, beat, beat of his heart 
in his ears. 

The sound of a car pulling up to 
the trailer brought him back. His 
wife walked in the door. 

‘What I worry about’
“How are you feeling?” she 

asked.
“OK,” he said. 
“How’s your stress level?”
“Fine,” he said.
She sat on the couch, and he 

stayed in the recliner. She played 
solitaire, and he went back to 
Facebook. This had been the 
rhythm of so many of their nights 
since they met at a house party 
two years earlier, an instant at-
traction that continued to surprise 
them both. She had been only 19 
then, beautiful, smart and some-
times a bit naive, an aspiring el-
ementary school teacher from 
a religious family in small-town 
Wyoming. He was more than a de-
cade older, divorced and drinking 
too much, but she also thought he 
was the sweetest listener she had 
ever met.

It took a few months before she 
started to wonder if there was a 
reason he was content to do so 
much listening. “Tell me about Af-
ghanistan,” she asked sometimes, 
but mostly he refused. “War is 
not something you want to know 

about,” he said, and she could only
assume he was right, based on
the volatility of this man the war
had returned home. A neighbor
littered in his yard, and he retali-
ated by dumping garbage on her 
porch. Another neighbor fed his
dog, believing it was malnour-
ished, and he told her that the next 
time she trespassed, he would call 
the police. He shattered a laptop
against a wall during a fight with 
his ex-wife. He left the imprint of
his fist on the freezer door. “Tell 
me what’s going on,” his wife im-
plored, but he never did. So she
started sending him faithful text 
messages three times each day 
to remind him to take his medica-
tion, and she waited out his fits of 
rage by making herself small and
quiet on the couch, not afraid for
herself but increasingly worried 
for him. 

On the drive home from their 
wedding, she had tapped the brakes
to let an animal cross the highway
in front of their car. “Look, a coy-
ote!” she had said, admiring it,
and he asked her to slow down. 
He reached for his gun, rolled 
down his passenger-side window 
and fired a single shot. The coyote
dropped dead in a ditch. He told
her to keep driving, and she did, 
not sure whether to cry or scream 
or laugh. Sometimes that was what 
it was like being married to him: 
her own version of his war, an un-
predictable rush of love, fear and
excitement.

“One of these times, you’ll go 
over the edge and not be able to
come back,” she had told him
once.

“That’s what I worry about,” he 
said. “That I’ll just uncork and go
ballistic on one of these people.”

“Wouldn’t it help to slow down?
To talk it through first?”

“Not really,” he said. 
She thought she knew a few

things about the nature of war. She
had written a poem about it during
her freshman year of high school, 
titled “Freedom Will Never Be 
Free,” and now that poem hung
on their fridge. “They left to do 
their part,” it began. “Through
thick and thin they fought with all 
their hearts, leaving behind their
friends and loved ones.”

Here was one part of his war
she didn’t know very much about:
Sometimes, his platoon relieved
tension in Afghanistan by shoot-
ing stray dogs. The first dog he
shot had been asking for it, growl-
ing and getting in his way while he
changed a tire. Then, after a few
months of near-constant combat,
they started to shoot strays that
happened to wander into their
outpost, and later sought them out
through the scope of a sniper rifle, 
and later shot one with a heavy ma-
chine gun. These were just dirty, 
diseased dogs in a war where ma-
chine guns were used for much
worse. It hadn’t bothered him
then. It didn’t bother him now. 
SEE PAGE 6 

Missing: After 
homecoming, 
soldier wonders 
what’s next

 MATT MCCLAIN/The Washington Post

Army veteran Derric Winters, left, meets with Kim Wagstaff, center, and Cathie Hughes, right, at the 
Supportive Services for Veteran Families office in Green River, Wyo. 

What he missed — the only thing, really — were the soldiers. The 
men he fought for and fought with. That was his war. The incentives 
and consequences; the love and loss. They were all of it, right there. 
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But how could he explain that in 
a way that made sense here, in the 
trailer, with the laugh track of an-
other network comedy show blar-
ing on TV? He closed his Facebook 
page. She finished her solitaire. 
They brushed their teeth and went 
to sleep in a room where the ashes 
of their last dog were enshrined in 
an urn. The dog had died of inter-
nal bleeding despite a mortgage 
payment’s worth of emergency 
procedures at the vet. His wife 
had drawn a portrait of the dog 
nibbling a shoe, and it hung above 
their bed. 

‘Hell of a day’
Up again at 5:30 a.m., back to 

the interstate and back into work, 
where on this day he was sched-
uled to meet with a Vietnam vet-
eran named Jim, who was about to 
become homeless. “I’m desperate 
for some help,” Jim said, handing 
Winters a foreclosure notice and 
a set of military discharge papers 
from 1971. 

This had been the reason Win-
ters accepted the job: to give vet-
erans the support and respect he 
wished others had given him and 
to experience a little of the ca-
maraderie he missed. During his 
first few weeks of work, he had 
asked clients about their wars and 
told them about his, and he had 
enjoyed that. But soon his casel-
oad rose from five men to 10, and 
then from 10 to 15, each veteran a 
little more damaged than the last. 
No matter how often he reminded 
himself to be patient, he began to 
resent their incompetencies: The 
vet who couldn’t add his own bills. 
The homeless guy reeking of beer. 
The elderly man with PTSD who 
wanted to sit on Winters’s side of 
the desk.

Each client was another pos-
sible version of himself in 40 years 
— his war ongoing, his problems 
metastasized. “Pull yourself to-
gether!” Winters sometimes want-
ed to say to them, until finally, 
during one particularly long day at 
work, he keeled over and couldn’t 
catch his breath. Maybe a stroke, 
he thought. Maybe a punctured 
lung. He drove to the hospital, 
where the doctor diagnosed the 
first of his panic attacks, and since 
then he had limited his caseload to 
one or two clients each day, usu-
ally preceded by a cigarette and a 
Gabapentin.

“So you’re overdue on all of 
these?” he asked Jim now as they 
stared at nine bills splayed across 
his desk, for electricity, cable, 
trash and doctors visits. 

“I should have come for help 
earlier,” Jim said. “I tried to fake it 
for a while, but I can’t anymore.”

“I get that,” Winters said. 
“It’s like I can’t manage to func-

tion in society,” Jim said. 
“I was kind of hoping that part 

goes away,” Winters said. 
He grabbed the first bill and 

started on his work. Jim owed 
$220 to the phone company, and 
it was Winters’s job to negotiate 
a better price and help pay the 
bill. “Hi, I’m calling on behalf of 
a Vietnam vet,” he said to a phone 
company receptionist who trans-
ferred him to a manager who told 
him to call a different number. 
Winters dialed again and reached 
a debt collection company, where 
the woman on the other end of the 
line thanked Jim for his service 
and then asked for new copies of 
his paperwork. Winters tried to 

fax them, but his machine was 
broken. He asked a co-worker for 
help and sent the fax. “Did you get 
it?” he asked the woman at the col-
lection company. “Get what?” she 
said. He squeezed the phone until 
his knuckles turned white. “Re-
member, I’m calling on behalf of a 
veteran,” he said, explaining Jim’s 
predicament again. The woman 
promised to look for the fax and 
call back within three days. 

Eight bills to go. 
“Argh,” Winters said, knocking 

his fist against the wall. He asked 
Jim to come back in a few days, 
after he had time to call the other 
bill collectors. Then he squeezed 
Jim’s shoulder and walked him 
patiently to the door even as he 
felt his own anxiety rising and his 
breath getting short. He retreated 
to the place at work where he felt 
safest, a couch surrounded by 
bookshelves in his boss’s office. 
He sank into a cushion. He put 
his hands on his knees and rocked 
back and forth. “Hell of a day,” he 
said. “Hell of a day. Hell of a day.”

His boss smiled at him from her 
desk and then looked back at her 
computer. This was their routine. 
Some days, he sat in her office for 
a minute; other days, he stayed for 
an hour. Sometimes they talked, 
and sometimes she said nothing. 
“Company if you want it, space 
when you need it,” she had told 
him once, because she knew from 
experience how a war could con-
tinue inside a person, isolating and 
eroding him over time. 

She had been married to a vet-
eran once, a 6-foot-3 Vietnam tun-
nel rat whom everyone called “Big 
D,” a man who came back from 
the war and continued on with his 
life, raising a daughter and work-
ing as an airplane mechanic. He 
was handsome and outgoing and 
so quiet about the war that many 
of his acquaintances never knew 

he had fought in it, at least until 
he watched an eight-part minise-
ries about Vietnam that came on 
television in 2001. Suddenly, he 
was talking about the tunnels in 
his sleep, and waking up in a cold 
sweat, and requesting meds from 
the VA that never seemed to work, 
and drinking vodka, and more 
vodka, and finally stealing a camp-
er so he could race away from the 
thoughts in his head. She had seen 
her husband a few weeks later at 
a rest area in Wyoming, confused 
and then irritated when she tried 
to approach him. She tracked his 
whereabouts over the next months 
with telephone records and credit 
card receipts, a trail that led first 
through the Midwest, then to Pen-
sacola, Fla., and finally to an alley 
in Arizona, where had drunk him-
self to death 40 years after coming 
home. 

She had gotten lost herself for a 
few years after that, leaving a high-
salary job as a systems consultant. 
She attended divinity school and 
then founded a nonprofit called 
the Southwest Wyoming Recov-
ery Access Programs. She applied 
for a $1.3 million grant from the 
federal government to help vet-
erans and their families, and she 
had devoted 70-hour weeks to that 
cause ever since. “Support with no 
judgment” was how she described 
her philosophy, because some vets 
came to her for housing assistance 
and others came for warm clothes 
since they felt more comfortable 
sleeping on the streets. Some 
came once to ask for money. Oth-
ers came every day for coffee and 
company in the lounge. 

And one came to sit on the couch 
in her office, rocking back and 
forth with his head in his hands.

“You can just sit there, Derric,” 
she told him, and so he did, trying 
to catch his breath. 

‘We could do this’
“I need air. I need space,” he 

told his wife the next day, so they 
loaded their new dog into the 
truck and headed into the im-
mense desolation of Wyoming. 
She drove while he reclined in the 
passenger seat. They exited the 
interstate and continued down 
a two-lane highway. Their truck 
climbed over a hill, and Winters 
rolled down his window, letting 
the cold air hit his face as he 
stared at a view of snow and sky 
that ran clear into Utah. He could 
see no other cars, no people or 
houses. Maybe the best way to 
manage a life of isolation was to 
choose it. 

“So peaceful,” he said once they 
had traveled 90 miles out of town.

“Where are we going, exactly?” 
she asked. 

“Who cares,” he said. 
“Further.” 

They drove for two more hours 
and stopped for lunch in Pine-
dale, a town at the base of the 
Wind River Mountains, where 
the welcome sign read: “All the 
Civilization You Need.” They sat 
at a booth in the back of a diner 
and read a tourism magazine list-
ing “fun facts” about the area: a 
subarctic climate, no stoplights 
for 50 miles, 1,300 lakes and a 
population density of one person 
per square mile. “This place is, 
like, crazy empty,” his wife said 
as Winters flipped to the real 
estate listings in the back of the 
magazine, where much of the 
county was up for sale. There 
were abandoned ranches, hunt-
ing lodges and mountain cabins 
accessible only by snowmobile. 
“Look at this one, babe,” he said, 
pointing to an ad for a flat ex-
panse of flood plain on the river. 
“Thirty-seven acres for next to 
nothing. We could do this.”

“Maybe I could get a teaching
job up here,” she said, because
seeing him hopeful made her 
want to be hopeful, too.

“This summer,” he said. 
“We can move up the trailer,”

she said.
“No cellphones,” he said. “No 

crowds. No people.” 
He offered to drive on the way 

home, and he sipped Dr Pepper
and turned up classic rock on the 
radio. An ABBA song reminded
him of a soldier he had served
with in Afghanistan, and think-
ing of that soldier reminded him
of one day in the war. “Want to
hear a quick story?” he asked, and
before she could answer, he had
already begun. “It was another 
firefight,” he said. “Nothing spe-
cial, really, but this local national
gets shot clear through the head. 
I mean, dead. Done. Two to the 
temple. Not a pretty situation. But
some of us end up lying beside 
this guy, because we’re breaking
contact with the enemy, and one
of the guys in my platoon who
I guess wasn’t paying attention
starts lying on top of this dead guy 
and practically talking to him. He
doesn’t even know he’s dead! So
we tell him, like, ‘Hey, the guy’s
dead,’ and he kind of yelps and
jumps back.” Winters laughed at
the memory, just as all the soldiers
who had been there had laughed
about it for the rest of their tour.

His wife remained quiet in the 
passenger seat, hugging her knees
to her chest. He looked over at her.
“Well?” he said.

“I guess it just doesn’t seem that 
funny,” she said finally.

“Yeah,” he said. “OK. Guess 
not.”

“Sorry,” she said, but by then he
had turned back to face the road, 
escaping again into his thoughts. 
A storm rolled over from Utah. 
Snow blew across the road as the
truck descended from the moun-
tains into the plains. A few years
earlier, on a hunting trip not far
from this spot, he had experienced 
one of his happiest moments since 
the war, firing a single shot and
killing an elk. Something about
watching that animal drop had
stirred a feeling within him so 
powerful that instead of rush-
ing to clean his kill, he had sat 
down beside it, running his hand 
against the elk’s neck. He had 
been one of the better marksmen
in his platoon — one of the better
soldiers, too, honorable and hard-
working, promoted from private
to sergeant — but so much about
life after the Army had rendered
him clumsy. How long had it been
since he felt so capable? So em-
powered? His eyes had filled as
he had leaned down to the elk and 
whispered close to its ear. “Thank 
you,” he had said. 

But now there were no elk with-
in view, no life whatsoever. Even 
the trees on the ridgeline had rot-
ted from within and faded from 
green to gray — a whole forest of
dead wood just waiting to catch
fire. “Goddamn pine beetle,” he
said, pushing hard against the ac-
celerator. “What a waste.” 

His wife reached for his hand, 
but he ignored her. “How are you
doing?” she asked, and he didn’t
answer. It was just him now, his
foot on the gas, the truck picking
up speed. The forest blurred. His
mind went quiet. For one perfect
moment he didn’t feel angry or
anxious or lost. There was just 
the road ahead, a straight line be-
tween one place and the next, and 
he drove it alone.  

PHOTOS BY  MATT MCCLAIN/The Washington Post

 Derric Winters watches television with his wife, Yolanda Winters, at their home in Rock Springs, Wyo. 

He had been one of the better marksmen in 
his platoon — one of the better soldiers, too, 
honorable and hardworking, promoted from 
private to sergeant — but so much about life 
after the Army had rendered him clumsy. 
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Former Marine is 
sentenced to die 
in sailor’s slaying

 BY MATTHEW BARAKAT

The Associated Press

ALEXANDRIA, Va.  — A for-
mer Marine was sentenced to 
death Thursday for murdering 
a fellow servicemember in 2009, 
after a federal jury concluded he 
had been responsible for a series 
of violent, sexually motivated at-
tacks on women and young girls 
 during the  past nine years.

The jury deliberated for less 
than four hours before sentenc-
ing Jorge Torrez, 25, of Zion, Ill., 
to death for the murder of Navy 
Petty Officer 2nd Class Amanda 
Snell, a Las Vegas native, at Joint 
Base Myer-Henderson Hall in 
Arlington, in a barracks where 
 they lived a few doors  apart from 
each other.

On the verdict form, the jury 
also unanimously concluded that 
Torrez also killed two young girls 
—  Laura Hobbs, 8, and  Krystal 
Tobias, 9 —  in his hometown of 
Zion in 2005, when he was just 
16.

After Torrez was found guilty 
earlier this month of  Snell’s mur-
der, Torrez ordered his lawyers 
not to put on any defense nor to 
question the government’s case 
during the trial’s sentencing 
phase. On Thursday, during clos-
ing arguments in the morning 
and when the verdict was read in 
the afternoon, Torrez sat impas-
sively in front of the jury in his 
green jail jumpsuit, forgoing the 

civilian clothes he has worn all 
trial.

His lawyer, Robert Jenkins, left 
little doubt that Torrez preferred 
a death sentence to life in prison, 
though he would not directly con-
firm it.

“My client certainly had a 
goal, and I think in his mind, he 
achieved that goal, and I think he 
welcomed it,” Jenkins said. “It 
wasn’t as much a trial as it was an 
assisted suicide.”

During Thursday’s closing 
arguments, prosecutor James 
Trump emphasized to the jury 
that Snell’s murder was far from 
his only crime. The Illinois girls’ 
murders were especially brutal 
— jurors saw gruesome photos 
of Hobbs’ body with stab wounds 
to the eyes that medical experts 
concluded occurred while she 
was still alive. Semen found on 
Hobbs was linked by DNA evi-
dence to Torrez.

And in 2010, Torrez commit-
ted a series of stalking attacks 
on three women in Northern 
Virginia, including one who was 
raped, choked and left for dead. It 
was Torrez’s arrest in those cases 
that helped investigators tie him 
to Snell’s murder and the Illinois 
slayings. He  already is serving 
a life sentence for the Arlington 
attacks.

Until his arrest in Virginia, 
Trump told jurors, Torrez be-
lieved he had literally gotten away 
with murder.

But Torrez bragged about the 
killings to another inmate after 
his arrest in the Arlington at-
tacks, and prosecutors played 
recordings of those confessions 
to the jury in which he laughed 
about the killings and showed no 
remorse.

Trump reminded jurors that 
Torrez bragged about being “an 
army of one” while preying on 
defenseless children.

“There’s no room for doubt. 
Jorge Torrez deserves to die,” 
Trump said.

Torrez is the first person since 
2007 to be sentenced to death at 
the federal courthouse in Alex-
andria. Torrez will join 59 other 
prisoners on federal death row, 
according to the Death Penalty 
Information Center.

Torrez will be formally sen-
tenced May 30. The judge, Liam 
O’Grady, does not have the option 
to change the death sentence, un-
less he finds some sort of legal 
error. 

2 sailors held after pellet shot on base
Stars and Stripes

SAN DIEGO — Two sailors are 
in custody after at least one shot 
an Airsoft pistol from a barracks 
window into a nearby parking 
structure Thursday morning, the 
Navy said.

Naval Base Point Loma issued 
a “shelter in place” order after a 
call to Navy police  about 10 a.m., 
the Navy said in a news release. 
The initial report was of a suspi-
cious person with a handgun.

Someone on the ground saw a 
sailor brandishing a weapon from 
the sixth floor of a barracks, Lt. 
Cmdr. Steve Ruh, a base spokes-
man, told The Associated Press.

Airsoft pistols shoot pellets, 

but “when you’re looking up six 
floors, they resemble the real 
thing,” Ruh said.

The call triggered an investi-
gation by base security forces, 
Naval Criminal Investigation 
Service, FBI SWAT and local po-
lice, which the Navy said is the 
standard response to a potential 
active shooter.

The sailor shooting the Airsoft 
pistol was aiming at a mirror on 
the wall of a parking structure 
near their barracks, according to 
the Navy.

NCIS agents and the sailors’ 
command master chief called the 
sailors on a cellphone and gave 
them “explicit directions” on 
how to “safely exit their barracks 

room,” the Navy said.
Capt. Scott Adams, command-

ing officer of Naval Base Point 
Loma, said in a  news conference 
Thursday that he didn’t know the 
rank nor the history of the men, 
nor whether they exhibited warn-
ing signs. The sailors lived in the 
barracks that houses junior en-
listed servicemen, he said.

Weapons are not allowed in 
Navy barracks.

Earlier this month, a soldier at 
Fort Hood in Texas opened fire 
on his fellow soldiers, wounding 
16 people and killing three oth-
ers before he turned the gun on 
himself.
Information from The Associated Press 
 was used in this report.

MILITARY

 BY GENE JOHNSON

The Associated Press

JOINT BASE LEWIS-
 McCHORD, Wash.  — The Army 
already looked into allegations 
that Sgt. 1st Class Michael Bar-
bera killed two unarmed Iraqi 
boys in 2007. Commanders gave 
him a letter of reprimand.

But now, years later, military 
prosecutors are trying to con-
vince an investigating officer that 
Barbera should face a court-mar-
tial after all.

Barbera, 31, was a staff ser-
geant when fellow soldiers say he 
shot and killed the teenage broth-
ers in Diyala province. The case 
was the subject of a 2012 story 
in Pittsburgh newspaper,  The 
 Tribune-Review, which described 
how some of Barbera’s comrades 
remained troubled that he was 
never prosecuted. It prompted 
calls from Congress for the Army 
to review the shooting.

The Army charged Barbera 
last fall with two counts of pre-
meditated murder, which carry 
a mandatory life sentence. A pre-
liminary hearing opened in his 
case Wednesday at Joint Base 
Lewis-McChord, south of Se-
attle, where Barbera was trans-
ferred from Alaska’s Joint Base 
 Elmendorf-Richardson to face 
charges.

One soldier who said he wit-
nessed the March 2007 shootings, 
former Spc. John Lotempio, testi-
fied that the boys appeared to be 
just 10 or 11 and posed no threat 
as they herded cattle in a palm 
grove where an eight-man U.S. 
Army reconnaissance team was 
hidden one day seven years ago.

But Barbera, the leader of the 
recon team, took a knee, leveled 
his rifle and killed them from 
nearly 200 yards away, Lotempio 
said.

“Oh, my God — why?” he said 
when a prosecutor asked him 
to describe his reaction. “They 
didn’t see us.”

The victims were later identi-
fied as Ahmad Khalid al-Tim-
mimi, 15; his brother Abbas, 14 .

Barbera’s attorney, David 
Coombs, called the allegations 

baseless and highlighted the lin-
gering questions about why it has 
taken so long to bring the case to
court. An investigating officer, Lt. 
Col. Charles N. Floyd, is to rec-
ommend whether Barbera should
face a court-martial.

Coombs alleged that the news-
paper’s “hit piece,” which won 
an investigative reporting award, 
and congressional pressure had
improperly influenced the Ar-
my’s decision to file charges.

Barbera’s fellow soldiers didn’t 
begin to come forward to report
concerns about the shooting until
2009, and a criminal investigation 
was conducted then. The matter 
was “somehow put to bed by ad-
ministrative action,” Capt. Ben
Hillner, an Army prosecutor, said 
in his opening statement.

Hillner did not elaborate on that 
decision by commanders at Fort 
Bragg, N.C., where Barbera was
then based, but the investigating 
officer clarified that Barbera re-
ceived a letter of reprimand.

Lotempio said he didn’t report 
the killings at the time because “I
don’t think I knew the proper way 
to go about it. I didn’t want to think
about it.” He has suffered from 
nightmares about the killings, he 
said, and he felt guilty because he
was the one who first noticed the 
boys and woke up Barbera, who
promptly shot them.

“If I didn’t wake him up, they’d
still be alive,” he said.

He said “absolutely not” when
asked if the boys posed a threat.

After Barbera killed the first 
boy with a single shot to the head,
the second waved to them with
one hand and yelled, “Hello,
mister! Hello!” Lotempio said. 
Barbera fired a second shot that 
killed him.

Lotempio said the shootings 
contravened the rules of engage-
ment for the mission, which was
not to fight unless the enemy had
the means, opportunity and intent
to cause harm.

Coombs  argued in his opening 
statement that even though the 
soldiers’ rules of engagement re-
quired them to report violations, 
it was two years before any raised
concerns. 

Witness: Iraqi 
teens no threat 
before deaths

PROVIDED BY ARLINGTON COUNTY, VA. 
POLICE DEPARTMENT/AP

 Jorge Torrez  ordered his lawyers 
not to put up any defense during 
the penalty phase of his murder 
trial.

BY NANCY MONTGOMERY

Stars and Stripes

 VICENZA, Italy — A 4,000-
pound British “Blockbuster” 
bomb   that has rested in the 
ground for 70 years  was dis-
armed successfully on Friday in 
Vicenza .

“The ‘Old Lady’ can stay in a 
very quiet way,” said Italian Lt. 
Col. Mauro Altieri, referring to 
the bomb by the  nickname the 
Italians gave it. “The bomb now 
is very calm.”

The bomb, one of thousands the 
Allies dropped in the area — near 
the U.S. Army base Del Din — in 

November 1944  during World 
War II, was found in October and 
has been  under guard ever since. 

Disarming the bomb required 
the evacuation of the Army 
base and about 30,000 Vicenza 
residents. 

montgomery.nancy@stripes.com

‘Blockbuster’ bomb defused safely in Italy
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 BY MICHELLE RINDELS

The Associated Press

LAS VEGAS  — A Nevada 
rancher who became a conser-
vative folk hero for standing up 
to the government in a fight over 
grazing rights lost some of his 
staunch defenders after wonder-
ing aloud whether blacks might 
have had it better under slavery.

Republican politicians from 
around the country who have ral-
lied to Cliven Bundy’s defense 
in recent weeks denounced the 
comments and distanced them-
selves from the rancher, includ-
ing potential 2016 presidential 
contender U.S. Sen. Rand Paul 
of Kentucky and U.S. Sen. Dean 
Heller of Nevada. Democrats 
were quick to pounce on the com-
ments and label Bundy a racist.

Bundy has gone from a little-
known rancher and melon farmer 
in rural Nevada to a national po-
litical star since he resisted the 
federal government’s attempts to 
round up his cattle from federal 
land because he hadn’t paid graz-
ing fees for two decades. His sup-
porters, especially those on the 
right, have praised him for stand-

ing up to what they believe is a 
heavy-handed federal govern-
ment, and several armed militia 
members traveled to his ranch to 
back Bundy.

His comments were first pub-
lished in The New York Times 
on Wednesday, but he did little to 
tamp down the controversy as he 
sought to address the public out-
rage on Thursday.

Bundy was quoted in a Times 
story referring to black people 
as “the Negro” and recalling a 
time decades ago when he drove 
past homes in North Las Vegas 
and saw black people who “didn’t 
have nothing to do.” He said he 
wondered if they were “better off 
as slaves” than “under govern-
ment subsidy.”

On Thursday during an out-
door news conference near his 
ranch 80 miles from Las Vegas, 
he echoed the same sentiment: 
“Are they slaves to charities and 
government-subsidized homes? 
And are they slaves when their 
daughters are having abortions 
and their sons are in the prisons? 
This thought goes back a long 
time.”

A statement on the official 

Bundy Ranch Facebook page
Thursday said that Bundy was a 
“good man, he loves all people,
he is not a racist man.” Bundy ex-
plained that he wasn’t saying any-
one should be enslaved today.

Politicians who had defended
Bundy quickly issued statements
condemning the remarks.

“His remarks on race are of-
fensive, and I wholeheartedly dis-
agree with him,” Paul said.

Heller, who last week called
Bundy defenders “patriots” for 
their stand against the govern-
ment, “completely disagrees
with Mr. Bundy’s appalling and 
racist statements, and condemns
them in the most strenuous way,”
said his spokeswoman, Chandler 
Smith.

Senate Majority Leader Harry
Reid, a Democrat who last week
called Bundy supporters “do-
mestic terrorists,” also spoke out
against Bundy’s words.

“Today, Bundy revealed him-
self to be a hateful racist,” Reid
said. “But by denigrating people
who work hard and play by the
rules while he mooches off public
land, he also revealed himself to 
be a hypocrite.” 

Nevada rancher in dispute defends 
remarks on race, loses supporters

NRA to mix politics, 
gun rights advocacy 
at convention in Ind.

 BY MICHAEL MUSKAL 
AND RICHARD SIMON

Los Angeles Times 

The National Rifle Associa-
tion  was preparing to kick off 
its annual convention Friday in 
Indianapolis, where it will mix 
politics with advocacy for Second 
Amendment issues, including one 
of its longtime goals: a national 
reciprocity law that would allow 
gun owners to carry licensed 
weapons across state lines.

Efforts to pass such a law have 
failed in the past. That it is on the 
agenda less than two years after 
the massacre at Sandy Hook El-
ementary School in Newtown, 
Conn., is evidence of the NRA’s 
resilience as well as its ability to 
bounce back from a low point.

The convention is expected to 
draw 70,000 people and to infuse 
an estimated $55 million into the 
Indianapolis economy.

Calls for tougher gun control 
laws echoed across the nation 
after Adam Lanza walked into the 
Connecticut elementary school in 
December 2012 and opened fire, 
killing 20 children and six edu-
cators before killing himself. He 
 also had killed his mother.

Some states, including New 
York, Maryland, Connecticut and 
Colorado, passed some restric-
tions, but the broad sweep of con-
trols including a national ban on 
automatic weapons and increased 
background checks largely fell by 
the wayside.

If anything, the NRA seems po-
litically stronger in this midterm 
election year, when Republicans 
tend to be more diligent about vot-
ing than Democrats. Republicans 
have a chance to wrest control of 
the Senate from the Democrats.

Among the convention’s ex-
pected participants are national 
GOP hopefuls Louisiana Gov. 
Bobby Jindal, Florida Sen. Marco 
Rubio and former Pennsylvania 
Sen. Rick Santorum. Indiana Gov. 
Mike Pence, the host official, has 
backed gun rights in the past.

NRA officials will brief its 
members on the upcoming elec-
tions and talk about the orga-

nization’s goals, spokeswoman 
Catherine Mortensen told report-
ers in Indianapolis.

“They’ll be speaking about 
what legislation we support and 
what needs to be done to protect 
our Second Amendment rights,” 
she said.

The organization is coming 
off a big win in Georgia, where  
Gov. Nathan Deal signed a wide-
 ranging gun measure Wednes-
day that critics call the “guns 
everywhere bill.” The legisla-
tion permits Georgia residents 
with concealed-carry permits to 
take their guns into some bars, 
churches, school zones and even 
government buildings.

Hundreds of people filled more 
than 25 picnic tables to watch Deal 
sign the bill into law. Many were 
openly carrying handguns and 

some wore 
NRA hats 
and buttons 
proclaiming, 
“Stop Gun 
Control” and 
“Guns Save 
Lives.”

In the past, 
the NRA has 
worked to 
get a nation-
al reciproc-

ity bill, allowing guns that are 
licensed by one state to be legally 
carried across state lines. At 
present, the laws are a patchwork 
quilt, with about 40 states allow-
ing some form of reciprocity.

In 2011, the GOP-controlled 
House of Representatives ap-
proved the National Right-to-
Carry Reciprocity Act, intended 
to allow gun owners to travel more 
easily from state to state without 
worrying about whether their 
permits to carry  concealed weap-
ons  are valid. The legislation had 
bipartisan support, passing 272-
154, with 229 Republicans and 43 
Democrats voting yes.

But  because the Senate was not 
going to take up the measure, the 
House action was essentially a 
show vote for lawmakers seeking 
to curry favor with the NRA and 
other gun-rights advocates. 

Oregon board to decide exchange’s future
 BY GOSIA WOZNIACKA

The Associated Press

DURHAM, Ore.  — Oregon is 
set to make a final decision on 
whether to become the first state 
in the nation to drop its problem-
plagued online health exchange 
and to link up with the federal 
website.

Cover Oregon’s board  was to 
decide Friday whether to approve 
an advisory committee’s recom-
mendation to ditch its troubled 
portal. Under that option, Or-
egon would use HealthCare.Gov 

for private policies but continue 
using its current system for Med-
icaid enrollments.

A top Cover Oregon official said 
fixing the existing system would 
be too costly at $78 million and 
would take too long. Switching to 
the federal system would cost just 
$4 million to $6 million.

Oregon’s exchange is seen 
as the worst of the more than a 
dozen states that developed their 
own online health insurance mar-
ketplaces. The general public still 
can’t use Cover Oregon’s website 
to sign up for coverage in one 

sitting.
Instead, Oregonians must use 

a time-consuming, hybrid paper-
online process to sign up for insur-
ance — despite $134 million the 
state paid Oracle Corp. to build 
the online exchange. Oregon re-
ceived a monthlong  enrollment-
deadline extension because of the 
technology problems.

Several other states experi-
enced major problems with their 
exchanges, but so far only one has 
chosen to replace its site. Mary-
land recently decided to adopt the 
technology used on Connecticut’s 

successful exchange.
Federal officials said the fed-

eral exchange is able to add more 
states, and they are working with 
Oregon on the next steps.

In March, the federal Gov-
ernment Accountability Office 
announced an investigation 
of Oregon’s exchange, includ-
ing looking at whether the fed-
eral government can reclaim 
grant money given to Cover 
Oregon if taxpayer funds were 
mismanaged.

Separately, former Health and 
Human Services Secretary Kath-

leen Sebelius asked for an inspec-
tor general’s probe into problems 
with the rollout of the health care
law.

An independent investigation
ordered by Gov. John Kitzhaber 
found state managers repeatedly
failed to heed reports about tech-
nical problems that prevented
the Cover Oregon exchange from 
launching. It also found Oracle
did a shoddy job in building the
exchange. Five Oregon officials
connected to the development
of the Cover Oregon portal have
resigned. 

JOHN LOCHER, LAS VEGAS REVIEW-JOURNAL/AP

Rancher Cliven Bundy speaks Thursday at a news conference near Bunkerville, Nev. 

Deal



• S T A R S  A N D  S T R I P E S • PAGE 9Saturday, April 26, 2014

NATION

 BY KAREN MATTHEWS

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — A film that will
be shown at the National Septem-
ber 11 Memorial Museum when it 
opens next month unfairly links
Islam and terrorism, clergy mem-
bers said in letters demanding it
be changed.

“The Rise of Al Qaeda,” a brief
documentary narrated by NBC 
anchor Brian Williams, shows the
growth of international terrorist 
groups in the years leading up to 
the 2001 attacks. The film has not
been publicly released, but mu-
seum officials have screened it 
for groups including an interfaith
clergy advisory panel.

Members of the clergy group 
sent a letter to museum officials
this week asking that the film be
re-edited to make it clear that not
all Muslims support the terrorists
who destroyed the World Trade
Center.

“We continue to posit that the 
video may very well leave viewers 
with the impression that all Mus-
lims bear some collective guilt 
or responsibility for the actions 
of al-Qaida, or even misinterpret 
its content to justify bigotry or 
even violence toward Muslims
or those perceived to be Muslim
(e.g., Sikhs),” the clergy members
wrote. The signers included Peter 
B. Gudaitis, chief executive of New
York Disaster Interfaith Services,
and the Rev. Chloe Breyer, execu-
tive director of the Interfaith Cen-
ter of New York.

Officials at the Sept. 11 mu-
seum, which opens May 21 at the
trade center site, said the film
doesn’t suggest that all Muslims
are terrorists.

“Our No. 1 standard is are we
objectively telling the story of what
happened? And we feel like we’ve 
satisfied that,” the museum’s ex-
ecutive director, Joe Daniels, said
Thursday. He said museum of-
ficials “stand by the scholarship 
that underlies the creation of this
video.”

An imam, Sheikh Mostafa Elaz-
abawy, of the Masjid Manhattan 
mosque, resigned from the mu-
seum’s advisory panel last month
to protest the film. He said in a 
separate letter to the museum’s
director that the film “in its pres-
ent state would greatly offend our
local Muslim believers as well as 
any foreign Muslim visitor to the 
museum.”

The American-Arab Anti-
Discrimination Committee 
called concerns expressed about
the documentary “extremely
worrisome.” 

 BY KRISTI EATON

The Associated Press

OKLAHOMA CITY — Jerry 
Starr thought he was taking the 
safe approach when a twister was 
reported heading toward his sub-
urban neighborhood outside Okla-
homa City last May. He grabbed 
his teenage daughter Dyonna and 
his dog and drove to the local City 
Hall, which serves as a public 
storm shelter.

But when he arrived, a police 
officer told him that the only way 
they could come in was if Tobi, his 
Shih Tzu-Yorkie mix, stayed out-
side. No pets allowed. So Starr and 
Tobi rode out the storm in his car, 
one of the most dangerous places 
he could be.

“I love her, and there’s no way 
I was going to live knowing I was 
abandoning her,” said Starr, of Del 
City.

Modern forecasting technology 
now gives residents hours of no-
tice of threatening conditions and 
precise projections of a storm’s 
likely path. Residents are bom-
barded with broadcast warnings 
to take shelter.

But as the spring storm season 
arrives in Tornado Alley, emer-
gency officials are still wrestling 
with a dilemma posed by man’s 
best friends. Since many public 
shelters won’t accept animals, 

people wind up dashing across 
town to rescue their pets or stay-
ing in unprotected houses rather 
than hunkering down in safety.

“Pets and sheltering is always 
a problem,” said David Grizzle, 
emergency management coor-
dinator for the college town of 
Norman, which closed its public 
shelters last fall because of prob-
lems with pets and overcrowding.

“Pets come in, and sometimes 
they’re hard to control,” he said, 
describing past scenes of dozens 
of frantic dogs along with snakes, 
chickens and even iguanas brought 
inside.

Access to shelters has gotten 
special attention in Oklahoma this 
year after 79 tornadoes strafed the 
state in 2013, the second highest 
total in the nation, killing 34 peo-
ple and injuring hundreds. Most 
of the victims were in cars, houses 
or unreinforced buildings. A joint 

state-federal program offered up 
to a $2,000 rebate to help eligible 
homeowners install fortified “safe 
rooms” or above- or underground 
shelters.

 While the number of in-home 
shelters is growing, most people 
in small towns and of modest in-
comes depend on sturdy public 
buildings like schools, hospitals 
and courthouses. And more than 
60 percent of households have 
pets.

At city council and campus ad-
ministration meetings this spring, 
officials reviewing local emergen-
cy plans are again debating the 
implications of turning animals 
away.

“People are so attached to their 
pets, I don’t think it’s even possible 
to ban them,” said Byron Boshell, 
director of security at Oklahoma 
City’s Integris Baptist Medical 
Center, where people from sur-

rounding neighborhoods come 
when funnel clouds approach.

 Southwestern Oklahoma State 
University, in Weatherford, used to 
allow pets into the campus build-
ings until several bad scenes in-
volving dozens of barking, lunging 
dogs and other panicked animals.

The animals “were kind of ter-
rified from the storm and also 
strange people,” said Rick Bolar, 
chief of the campus police.

One of the final straws in the 
town of Norman’s decision to close 
its shelters came when one family 
was asked to put its dogs outside to 
make room for another family that 
had arrived.

“The adults actually got into 
fights over that decision and try-
ing to boil down the priority of who 
should be inside a facility during a 
storm: a pet or a person. It’s a con-
stant fight,” Grizzle said. 

 BY MARY CLARE JALONICK

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Diners could 
soon see calorie counts on the 
menus of chain restaurants.

But will they be able to get that 
same clear information at grocery 
stores, convenience stores, movie 
theaters or airplanes?

The food industry is closely 
watching the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration to see which estab-
lishments are included in the final 
menu labeling rules, which are 
expected this year.

The idea is that people may pass 
on that bacon double cheeseburger 
if they know  it has 1,000 calories.

But nonrestaurant establish-
ments have lobbied hard for ex-
emption, and the rules have been 
delayed. FDA Commissioner 
Margaret Hamburg told Congress 
earlier this month that writing the 
rules has been “much more chal-
lenging than expected.” The agen-
cy issued proposed rules in 2011 
but has faced pressure to revise 
them to exclude retail outlets like 
grocery and convenience stores.

The FDA has sent the rules to 
the White House, meaning they 
could be released soon.

Places you may — or may not 

— see calorie labels once the rules 
kick in are restaurants, supermar-
kets, convenience stores, movie 
theaters, airplanes,  trains and 
vending machines. 

The restaurant industry pushed 
for menu labeling and helped it be-
come law as part of a health over-
haul in 2010. Chain restaurants 
that operate all over the country 
wanted the federal standards be-
cause of an evolving patchwork of 
state and local laws that require 
calorie labeling and could have 
forced those outlets to follow dif-
ferent rules in different locations. 

The supermarket and conve-
nience store industries were per-
haps the most unhappy with the 
rules that the FDA proposed in 
2011. The agency proposed re-
quiring those stores to label calo-
ries for prepared foods on menu 
boards and displays.

 The supermarket industry esti-
mates it could cost them a billion 
dollars to put the rules in place 
— costs that would be passed on 
to consumers. Along with conve-
nience stores, the supermarkets 
say the ever-changing selection at 
salad bars, deli counters and other 

prepared food stations would 
make it difficult and costly to nail 
down accurate calorie counts and 
constantly update signs.

Both industries argue that the 
law is intended for restaurants 
and not for them. They say the la-
beling rules will be much easier 
to put in place at restaurants with 
fixed menus. 

Meanwhile, movie theater 
chains lobbied to be exempt and 
appeared to win that fight when 
they were exempted in the 2011 
proposed rules. But nutrition 
groups are lobbying to include 
them in the final rules, especially 
because movie treats can be so 
unhealthy.  

Passengers will most likely be 
able to purchase food calorie-blind 
in the air and on the rails. Along 
with movie theaters, airlines and 
trains were exempted from the 
proposed labeling rules in 2011. 
The FDA said that it would likely 
exempt food served in places 
where the “primary business ac-
tivity is not the sale of food” and 
that don’t “present themselves 
publicly as a restaurant.” 

Vending machines will be re-
quired to have labels, but the 
industry  is asking for flexibility 
in how they are required to post 
them. 

SUE OGROCKI/AP

Jerry Starr  chose to ride out a storm in his car after he was told  his pet  Tobi  could not enter a shelter.

ED OU/AP

 The calories count of each food item  displayed on a McDonald’s 
drive-thru menu  in New York. 

Where will calorie labels appear? Not just on menus

Sept. 11 
museum 
film irks 
clergy

Tornado 
shelters 
face pet 
dilemma
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UKRAINE UNREST

 BY JULIE PACE

The Associated Press

SEOUL, South Korea  — The 
U.S. and Europe are laying the 
groundwork to sanction broad 
sectors of Russia’s economy if 
Moscow invades eastern Ukraine, 
President Barack Obama said 
Friday, even as he acknowledged 
that those sanctions may fail to 
deter Vladimir Putin.

So far, the U.S. has slapped 
sanctions on individuals but 
hasn’t targeted entire economic 
sectors, such as Russia’s criti-
cal energy sector. Obama’s com-
ments affirmed that, barring a 
full-on military incursion, Russia 
is unlikely to face those beefed-up 
sanctions, which could ricochet 
and harm U.S. allies in Europe 
that do business with Russia.

“We’ll continue to keep some 
arrows in our quiver in the event 
we see further deterioration,” 
Obama said during a news con-
ference in South Korea, where 
the president was traveling.

The president comments came 
a little more than a week after the 
U.S., Russia, Ukraine and Europe 
signed an agreement in Geneva 
aimed at easing the crisis. The 
accord called for Moscow to get 
pro-Russian forces to leave the 
buildings they are occupying 
in eastern Ukraine, but there 
are few signs that Russia is fol-
lowing through on that or other 
commitments.

Unless circumstances change 
significantly, the West is expected 
to levy new sanctions on Russian 
individuals and entities. Obama 
held a conference call Friday 
night with leaders from Germa-
ny, France, Britain and Italy to 
discuss possible responses.

French President Francois 
Hollande’s office said the leaders 
stressed the importance of imple-

menting the Geneva accord and 
discussed the prospect of adopt-
ing new sanctions. But Hollande’s 
office did not indicate that those 
sanctions would be levied on 
Friday.

Throughout the crisis, the U.S. 
has sought to convey a united front 
with Europe, despite the reluc-
tance of some European nations 
to levy harsher sanctions. Obama 
said he was “deeply encouraged” 
by the consistent condemnation of 
Russia’s actions emanating from 
capitals across the globe.

Still, Obama conceded that 
those statements of condemna-
tion, as well as sanctions levied on 
Russia so far, have not persuaded 
Russia’s leaders to change course. 
But he insisted that Putin under-
stands the economic hit Russia 
 already has taken as a result of its 
actions, adding that the Russian 
president “is not stupid.”

As if to underscore those costs, 
credit agency Standard & Poor’s 
cut Russia’s credit rating Friday 
for the first time in more than 

five years.
The crisis in Ukraine has 

trailed Obama throughout his
travels across Asia this week.
As Obama opened a visit Friday
to South Korea, Russia’s foreign 
minister was accusing the West of 
plotting to control Ukraine. A day
earlier, Russia announced new
military exercises near its border 
with Ukraine in yet another sign
that tensions have only increased.

With Moscow and Washington
trading harsh words, the crisis 
has brought renewed attention 
to the testy relationship between
Obama and Putin, who was asked 
during a recent news conference 
whether Obama would save him
if he were drowning. Putin said
he was sure that Obama would.

Asked to corroborate that claim
on Friday, Obama joked that as a
strong swimmer who grew up in
Hawaii, he’d like to think he’d
save anybody.

“I absolutely would save Mr.
Putin if he were drowning,” 
Obama said. 

US, Europe plan penalties 
if Russia enters Ukraine

USAF team checks 
air base in Estonia 
for NATO mission

BY SLOBODAN LEKIC

Stars and Stripes

 A U.S. Air Force team has con-
ducted a technical inspection of a 
military airfield in Estonia   that 
 likely will be used as a new bas-
ing alternative for NATO’s Baltic 
Air Policing mission.

Airmen from the 48th Air Ex-
peditionary Group RAF Lak-
enheath recently visited Amari 
Air Base in Estonia to certify the 
base’s aircraft-arresting system, 
seen as a critical step toward vali-
dating the airfield as a new NATO 
forward operating base, a news 
release on Friday said.

NATO’s Baltic Air Policing 
mission was set up a decade ago 
to patrol the skies over Estonia, 
Latvia and Lithuania, which don’t 
have fighter aircraft of their own. 
NATO countries take turns send-
ing contingents of about four war-
planes to respond to any airspace 
violations. Currently, the mis-
sion consists of four USAF F-15s, 
which were beefed up by an ad-
ditional six fighters after the out-
break of the crisis in Ukraine. 

Polish air force MiG-29s are 
scheduled to take over from the 
F-15s next month. Because of the 
continuing crisis, they will be 
backed up by British Typhoons 
and Danish F-16s. 

Since 2004, the NATO mission 
has operated from the Lithuanian 
air base at Siauliai. But more re-
cently, Estonia has offered  Amari 
as a second base for the air polic-
ing element.

The arresting system on an 
airfield is similar to the one on an 
aircraft carrier. An aircraft that 
has brake problems or other trou-

ble stopping lowers it tail hooks 
to catch a cable strung across the 
runway   that gradually slows the 
jet to a complete stop. Emergency 
crews then assist the pilot and 
shut down the plane’s engines.

NATO has said it will rotate 
more ships, planes and troops to 
Eastern Europe to reassure al-
lies, but it shied away from new, 
permanent bases in the east. 
The media in Scandinavia have 
speculated that the Danish F-16s 
could be based at the temporary 
base in Estonia.

The U.S. Army is currently 
deploying about 600 troops from 
the Vicenza-based 173rd Infantry 
Brigade Combat Team to Poland 
and Baltic nations for training 
with allied forces. A company-
size unit of about 150 service-
members is going to each of the 
four nations.

Officials in those countries 
hailed the U.S. decision to in-
crease its military presence in 
order to reassure regional allies 
in the wake of Russia’s takeover 
of Ukraine’s Crimean Peninsula.

“The US presence provides, on 
one side, a visible reassurance, 
and on the other, an opportunity 
to intensify training and deepen 
interoperability,” said a statement 
by Poland’s Defense Ministry. 
“Thus, we see that as a vehicle for 
development of more structural, 
long term approach to bilateral 
defense cooperation and, more 
broadly, to a consolidation of [the] 
Alliance’s position in the region.”
Stars and Stripes reporter Matt 
Millham contributed to this report.
lekic@stripes.com

Russia’s Lavrov: West 
plots to control Ukraine

 The Associated Press

MOSCOW  — Accusing the West 
of plotting to control Ukraine, 
Russian Foreign Minister Sergey 
Lavrov declared Friday that the 
pro-Russia insurgents in eastern 
Ukraine will only lay down their 
arms if the Ukrainian govern-
ment clears out the Maidan pro-
test camp in Kiev.

“The West wants — and this is 
how it all began — to seize control 
of Ukraine because of their own 
political ambitions, not in the in-
terests of the Ukrainian people,” 
Lavrov said.

He added the pro-Russia in-
surgents will disarm and vacate 
buildings “only if Kiev authori-
ties get down to implementing the 
Geneva accords, clear out that 
shameful Maidan and liberate 
the buildings that have been ille-
gally seized.”

Ukraine’s reaction was swift.
“The world has not yet forgotten 

the second World War, but Russia 
is already keen on starting a third 
world war,” acting Prime Minis-

ter Arseniy Yatsenyuk retorted.
 The West, meanwhile, has ac-

cused Russia of fueling the un-
rest in Ukraine’s east and failing 
to use its influence on the pro-
 Russia insurgents.

 Elsewhere, there were scat-
tered reports of violence Friday. 
Ukraine’s Defense Ministry said 
a grenade fired from a launcher 
caused an explosion in a heli-
copter at an airfield outside the 
eastern city of Kramatorsk that 
injured a pilot.

In southern Ukraine, seven 
people were injured by a blast at 
a checkpoint set up by local au-
thorities and pro-Ukraine activ-
ists outside the Black Sea port of 
Odessa.  

Moscow in March took control 
of Ukraine’s Black Sea peninsula 
of Crimea and annexed it weeks 
later with the blessing of resi-
dents, attracting condemnation 
of the West as well as sanctions 
targeting individuals. 

PHOTOS BY MANU BRABO/AP

 Ukrainian army soldiers atop an armored vehicle  take  position Friday at a checkpoint near the “Channel 
Road” on the way from Artemiovska to Sloviansk in Ukraine 

A pro-Russia  masked man smokes Friday behind a barricade placed 
around the local government building in Horlivka,  27 miles  northeast 
of Donetsk, Ukraine .
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 BY DARLENE SUPERVILLE

The Associated Press

SEOUL, South Korea  — In a 
display of unity against North 
Korea’s provocations, President 
Barack Obama and South Korean 
President Park Geun-hye warned 
Pyongyang on Friday that it could 
face tougher sanctions if it follows 
through with threats to launch a 
fourth nuclear test.

Striking an even harsher tone 
than Obama, Park also suggested 
any test would trigger an undesir-
able nuclear arms race in the re-
gion and render further nuclear 

negotiations pointless.
North Korea will get “nothing 

except further isolation” if it pro-
ceeds with its test, Obama said at 
a joint news conference in Seoul. 
But he also acknowledged there 
are limits to what effects addi-
tional penalties can have on the 
country.

“North Korea already is the 
most isolated country in the 
world, by far,” Obama said. “Its 
people suffer terribly because 
of the decisions its leaders have 
made. And we are not going to 
find a magic bullet that solves 
this problem overnight.”

Still, he said it’s important to 
look at new ways to pressure 
North Korea, including applying 
sanctions that have “even more 
bite.”

Park added that such a test 
would bring “fundamental 
change” to the region’s security 
landscape and trigger a nuclear 
arms race as countries hurry to 
match the North’s nuclear capa-
bilities. She said such an outcome 
would make it fruitless to resume 
negotiations with North Korea 
aimed at getting it to abandon its 
nuclear weapons and its nuclear 
program.

In 2009, North Korea walked 
away from six-party talks with 
the U.S., South Korea, Japan, 
Russia and China that offered 
financial incentives in exchange 

for denuclearization.
Park said her government has

assessed that the North is “fully
ready now” to conduct another
nuclear test. 

Leaders urge N. Korea to 
cancel fourth nuke test

Obama: Rivals 
lack will to 
spur Mideast 
talks forward

 BY JULIE PACE

The Associated Press

SEOUL, South Korea  — Voicing pessi-
mism about a prompt restart to Mideast 
peace talks, President Barack Obama said 
Friday that neither Israelis nor Palestin-
ians have shown the political will to make 
tough decisions to advance negotiations.

Obama described a reconciliation agree-
ment between the Palestinian Authority 
and the militant group Hamas as “unhelp-
ful” and said it was “just one of a series of 
choices that both the Israelis and Palestin-
ians have made that are not conducive to 
trying to resolve this crisis.”

“Folks can posture, folks can cling to max-
imalist positions, but realistically, there is 
one door and that is the two parties getting 
together and making some very difficult 
political compromises in order to secure 
the future of both Israelis and Palestinians 
for future generations,” Obama said. “Do I 
expect that they will walk through that door 
next week, next month or even in the course 
of the next six months? No.”

While he said the U.S. would continue to 
offer the parties “constructive approach-
es,” he also conceded that “there may 
come a point at which there just needs to 
be a pause and both sides need to look at 
the alternatives.”

Obama made his remarks during a news 
conference with South Korea’s President 
Park Geun-hye  a day after Israel broke off 
Mideast peace talks in protest of the Pales-
tinian Authority and Hamas agreement.

The burden of brokering the talks largely 
has  been carried by Secretary of State John 
Kerry, who has devoted personal time and 
travel for months in hopes of keeping nego-
tiations alive. But Obama  also has stepped 
into the effort, personally prodding Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and 
Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas 
last month in separate White House meet-
ings to make the difficult choices needed to 
advance the talks. 

S. Korea concedes it misidentified some remains
 BY JUNG-YOON CHOI 
AND YOUKYUNG LEE

The Associated Press

SEOUL, South Korea  — As visiting 
President Barack Obama offered South 
Koreans his condolences Friday for the 
ferry disaster, the South Korean govern-
ment conceded that some bodies have been 
misidentified and announced changes to 
prevent such mistakes from happening 
again.

There have been several reports in South 
Korean media this week of bodies going to 
the wrong families, with  errors sometimes 
caught only after  remains were taken to 
 funeral homes. An “action plan” released 
by the government-wide emergency task 
force acknowledged that “there have been 
cases where the victims were wrongly 
transferred.”

Remains will be transferred to families 
when there are  matches using DNA testing 
or fingerprint or dental records, the task 
force said.  A transfer will be temporary 

when a body is matched though identifica-
tion or physical description, and authorities 
will wait for more authoritative evidence 
before making th at transfer permanent.

Divers have recovered 183 bodies so far, 
but 119 remain missing and are feared 
dead in the dark rooms of the submerged 
vessel.

Search officials including a navy spokes-
man and a diver said 35 of the ferry’s 111 
rooms have been searched so far, Yonhap 
news agency reported. They said 48 of the 
bodies recovered were found in a single, 
large room built to accommodate 38.

The ferry sank April 16 on its way from 
Incheon port to the southern tourist island 
of Jeju. More than 80 percent of the 302 
dead and missing are students from a sin-
gle high school in Ansan, south of Seoul.

Obama arrived Friday afternoon at the 
Blue House, South Korea’s presidential 
residence, and presented President Park 
Geun-hye with an American flag that flew 
over the White House the day the ship sank. 
His first South Korean visit since Park took 

office last year was aimed at issues includ-
ing North Korea, but he noted that his trip
comes at a time of “great sorrow.”

 Eleven crewmembers, including the
captain, have been arrested on suspicion 
of negligence and abandoning people in
need. Prosecutor Yang Jung-jin of the joint
investigation team said Friday that the 
cause of the sinking could be due to exces-
sive veering, improper stowage of cargo,
modifications made to the ship and tidal
influence. He said investigators will deter-
mine the cause by consulting with experts
and simulations.

The ferry Sewol was carrying an esti-
mated 3,608 tons of cargo, said Moon Ki-
han, a vice president at Union Transport
Co., which loaded its cargo. That’s also
more than three times what an inspector 
who examined the vessel during a rede-
sign said it could safely carry. It also far
exceeds what the captain claimed in pa-
perwork: 150 cars and 657 tons of other 
cargo, according to the coast guard. 

CAROLYN KASTER/AP

 President Barack Obama   and South Korean President Park Geun-
hye warned North Korea on Friday that it will face together sanctions 
if it follow s through with threats of a fourth nuclear test. 

YONHAP/AP

A diver jumps into the sea Friday near Jindo, South Korea, to look for passengers  believed to have been trapped in the sunken 
Sewol ferry .

U.S., South Korea threaten tougher sanctions if launch occurs
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 San Jose (Calif.) Mercury News editorial

 The 16-year-old Santa Clara, Calif., boy 
who hopped a fence onto the tarmac at 
Mineta San Jose International Airport to 
hitch a ride in the wheel well of a Hawaii-
bound jetliner did us all a favor. 

We’re just glad he beat the odds and, mi-
raculously, was still alive when the plane 
landed on Maui.

While parents of their own rebellious 
teens were struck cold by the tale for fear 
of copycats, the rest of us immediately 
thought: terrorists. If the kid could get onto 
the runway and into a wheel well overnight, 
why not a guy planting a bomb?

That’s where the favor comes in. The 

porous security was exposed without any-
body getting hurt, let alone killed.

San Jose’s airport officials say they 
meet all the federal standards for security 
— which means the warning is not just for 
San Jose but for all U.S. airports. 

High fences, some barbed wire and 
video cameras might seem like enough to
keep people out or at least make sure they 
get caught. But clearly they’re not.

SJC covers more than 1,000 acres, and
it’s a relatively small airport. Imagine the
perimeter at Chicago’s O’Hare. 

Of course, the smaller expanse might
make it a quicker run from the perimeter
fence to the airplanes, but still. 

The word is out now that this is possible, 
so there’s a new urgency to tightening 
security.

Thank the young interloper. Who, by
the way, is about to encounter a whole new
meaning of being grounded. 

 BY PETER H. SCHUCK

 Campaign finance reformers are 
worried about the future. They 
contend that two Supreme Court 
rulings — the McCutcheon deci-

sion in March and the 2010 Citizens United 
decision — will magnify inequality in U.S. 
politics.

In both cases, the court majority relaxed 
constraints on how money can be spent on or 
donated to political campaigns. By allowing 
more private money to flow to campaigns, 
the critics maintain, the court has allowed 
the rich an unfair advantage in shaping po-
litical outcomes and made “one dollar, one 
vote” (in one formulation) the measure of 
our corrupted democracy.

That argument misses the mark for at 
least four reasons.

First, the money spent on federal cam-
paigns is not excessive; quite the contrary. 
Second, elections — and politics in general 
— are inherently unequal for many reasons 
other than money. Third, incumbency is 
by far the greatest source of this inequal-
ity, and the limits on contributions — and 
thus on most candidates’ spending — that 
reformers want to retain would only worsen 
it. Finally, the claim that generous donors 
and big independent spenders in effect buy 
federal elections and policies is contradict-
ed by the empirical evidence.

Politics is inevitably expensive in a vast, 
diverse, media-centered country like ours. 
Town meetings, soapboxes and water-cool-
er conversations are cheap and important, 
but most campaigning is done through tele-
vised debates, advertising, direct mail and 
other costly media. Money is not exactly 
speech, but it is essential to communicating 
political ideas effectively, and even negative 
advertising conveys useful information to 
voters.

Indeed, we should probably spend more 
on elections than we do. In the 2012 elec-
tion, parties, candidates and political com-
mittees not directly affiliated with them 
spent $7 billion. That may seem like a lot of 
money, but consider it in context. In 2011, 
Americans spent an estimated $10.4 billion 
— almost 50 percent more — on cosmetic 
surgery. In a 2003 study, Harvard political 
scientist Stephen Ansolabehere and his col-
leagues found that campaign spending as a 
share of GDP had not risen appreciably in 
more than a century.

Equal opportunity in politics is impos-
sible to define or control. Some candidates 
have less money but more of other assets 
— organizational skills, name recognition, 
dynastic ties, contacts with opinion lead-
ers, charisma, telegenic appeal, convincing 
arguments, personal wealth, key endorse-
ments, compelling life stories and stronger 
party support. Because of these nonmon-
etary factors, higher-spending candidates 
often lose. There is simply no way to equal-
ize such factors, nor should we try.

The most important electoral advantage, 
by far, is incumbency, which profoundly 
weakens the political competition that a ro-
bust democracy requires. Unlike the other 
advantages, we could reduce this one in 
several ways, such as with free or low-cost 
TV time or providing the equivalent of in-
cumbents’ franking privilege.

Instead, the very restrictions on cam-
paign spending that reformers have been 
enacting since the 1970s almost always in-
crease the already immense advantages of 
incumbents: seniority, name recognition, 
party support, free mailings to constitu-
ents, power over legislation and redistrict-
ing, and the easier access to contributions 
that these advantages bring.

Perhaps most important, incumbents 
write the campaign finance laws, including 
public funding schemes. Not surprisingly, 
when these laws are enacted by legislatures 
rather than voter initiative, they almost 
always limit the very spending that would 
help challengers reduce these vast incum-
bent advantages.

Finally, contributions actually affect 
policy decisions less than reformers think. 
Studies show that most contributions are 
well below the legal ceilings and go to can-
didates whose well-established views al-
ready agree with the donors’ views. Such 
contributions serve to fortify more than to 
persuade, to improve donor access rather 
than to buy votes.

Political scientists also find little relation-
ship between money and votes once they 
control for other factors relevant to con-
stituents, especially their underlying inter-

ests. And campaign spending seems to have
only a minuscule effect on outcomes. Politi-
cal scientists studying congressional elec-
tions over a 20-year period found that an 
extra $175,000 in spending would increase 
a candidate’s vote tally by only a third of a 
percentage point, partly because opponents 
respond by increasing their spending. The
2012 presidential election confirmed this
arm’s race analogy.

Loose, misleading talk about “the appear-
ance of corruption” and “buying” elections 
probably damages public confidence in our
politics more than the campaign spending
permitted by the Supreme Court’s recent 
decisions. The point isn’t that our campaign
finance system is perfect or that reform
is futile — far from it — but that limits on
spending aggravate inequalities by further 
entrenching incumbent advantages .

Better alternatives are available. As noted
above, candidates with significant support 
should get free or low-cost TV time. Legal 
reforms can encourage nonwealthy citizens
to give to campaigns. Greater disclosure of
who gives what to whom can enable voters
to draw their own conclusions about the in-
fluence of candidates’ donors. 

Most important, contribution limits can 
be designed to channel more of donors’ 
money through the parties, which take a 
more moderate, long-term view of candi-
date selection, campaigning and policy.
 Peter H. Schuck, a professor at Yale Law School, is 
now visiting at UC Berkeley’s law and public policy 
schools. His new book is “Why Government Fails 
So Often, and How It Can Do Better.” He wrote this 
for the Los Angeles Times. 

San Jose airport stowaway does us a favor

Incumbency, not money, poses threat

If the kid could get onto 
the runway and into a 
wheel well overnight, 
why not a guy planting a 
bomb?
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OPINION
Saturday, April 26, 2014

 The Seattle Times 

An epidemic of veteran suicides in 
America cuts across generations 
of men and women who have 
served their country. The death 

toll this year alone averages 22 veterans 
 per day.

U.S. Senate Bill 2182, the Suicide Pre-
vention for America’s Veterans Act, was 
introduced late last month by U.S. Sen. 
John Walsh, D-Mont., the first Iraq vet to 
serve in the Senate. Washington Demo-

cratic Sen. Patty Murray is a co-sponsor.
Having a U.S. House member from 

Washington state introduce the legislation 
in that chamber would merit high praise.

Having a Republican do it, in the GOP-
controlled House, would speak volumes 
about the measure’s legislative prospects.

Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans of Amer-
ica  and its founder Paul Rieckhoff devel-
oped and promoted the legislation.

Walsh introduced the legislation during 
IAVA’s National Day of Action on March 

27, when 1,892 American flags were 
placed on the National Mall, representing 
the averaged cumulative suicide toll in 
2014 to that day.

Key among the legislation’s efforts to im-
prove access to mental-health care is lan-
guage to extend special combat eligibility 
from five years to 15 years. IAVA reports, 
for a quarter of veterans, the mental trau-
mas and invisible injuries of service do not 
appear for 10 to 12 years, long after free 
care for combat veterans expires. Then 

layers of priority rankings determine and
delay access to care.

The legislation also seeks to ensure 
health-care providers are trained to iden-
tify veterans at risk of suicide, and that 
agencies provide seamless care from drug
formularies to electronic records.

As a nation, we are quick to lavish
praise on veterans. Gratitude and respect
must be demonstrated with tangible sup-
port for their service-related physical and
mental-health needs. 

By Nathalia Holt

 It was a chilly spring day in 
Washington when Secre-
tary of Health and Human 
Services Margaret Heckler 

made a historic announcement. 
“The probable cause of AIDS 
has been found,” she began, “a 
variant of a known human can-
cer virus.” It was 1984, and she 
confidently declared that a vac-
cine would be available within 
two years. It was a statement of 
hope rather than science.

Researchers in France and 
the United States had discovered 
what was behind the AIDS epi-
demic, and the news was not as 
promising as Heckler would have 
the public believe. Yes, it was a 
virus, but not just any virus. The 
retrovirus discovered that year, 
later named HIV, is part of a fam-
ily of viruses known to camou-
flage themselves within human 
DNA. No one knew how to treat 
them. For most virologists, the 
end of the epidemic seemed far 
away. When Heckler made the 
stunning announcement in 1984, 
perhaps her forceful language 
was compensation for years of 
White House inaction.

In 1982, a reporter at a White 
House briefing asked President 
Ronald Reagan’s press secretary, 
Larry Speakes, if the president 
had any reaction to the AIDS 
crisis. He responded, “What’s 
AIDS?” The reporter said that it 
was known as the “gay plague” 
and was responsible for hundreds 
of deaths. The room erupted in 
laughter. Speakes brushed off 
the question as a playful lark. 
Reagan did not make his first 
major speech on the issue until 
May 1987. By then, the epidemic 
had spread to 113 nations, 36,000 
Americans were infected with 
HIV, and 21,000 Americans had 
died from AIDS.

In 1984, the stigma associated 
with HIV was crushing. Some of 
those we depend on most in an 
emergency — firefighters, police 
officers, doctors and hospitals 
— refused to take care of people 
with HIV. Those with AIDS found 
the physical manifestations of the 
disease — sunken cheeks and 
purplish pock marks called Ka-
posi’s sarcoma — isolating. HIV-
positive children, notably Ryan 
White, were banned from school.

The virus brought the ugliness 
of homophobia to light. Insidi-
ously, it even invaded our science. 
Some researchers refrained from 
working on the disease because 
of its association with gay men. 

Others found themselves having 
to defend their work on a disease 
perceived by critics as a lifestyle 
choice. Dr. Anthony Fauci, today 
the head of the National Institutes 
of Allergies and Infectious Dis-
ease, famously rebutted detrac-
tors when he said, “What lifestyle 
did the fetus undertake to acquire 
the disease?”

In the 30 years since we discov-
ered HIV, the stigma surround-
ing it has lessened, but it has 
never completely dissipated. And 
new threats loom: apathy and ig-
norance. AIDS advocacy groups 
are suffering from “prevention 
fatigue.” The waning interest in 
prevention has propelled rising 
HIV infections in adolescents and 
young adults in comparison with 
other age groups. Of the estimat-
ed 1.1 million Americans living 
with HIV, the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention sug-

gests that 16 percent do not know 
their HIV status. This number 
is significantly higher for those 
ages 13 to 24; 60 percent of these 
individuals don’t know they are 
infected. Young adults are also 
more likely to delay treatment, 
waiting until the virus causes ir-
reparable damage to the body.

We’ve also seen the rise of what 
AIDS policy advocates call “HIV 
shaming” — situations in which 
gay men openly discriminate 
against those with HIV. A gener-
ation far removed from the dark 
days of the disease may not real-
ize that more than 1 million lives 
are still lost to AIDS annually.

In the midst of the cultural 
lethargy surrounding HIV, the 
science has never been stronger. 
Today, thanks to new therapies, 
people with HIV can live long, 
healthy lives.

There is a small group of pa-

tients whose HIV has been cured 
by radical therapies and whose 
experiences have fueled promis-
ing clinical trials. After two in-
fants were cleared of the virus, 
we have new hope for eradicating 
HIV in children.

A drug called Truvada report-
edly is able to reduce the risk of 
becoming infected with HIV by 
75 percent. But it’s used by only 
a small percentage of those who 
could benefit from it. The drug 
has suffered from a poor repu-
tation because some derisively 
call it a “party drug” and those 
who take it “Truvada whores.” 
It’s become a sad example of 
how cultural attitudes can ham-
per medicine.

Thirty years ago, Dr. Robert 
Gallo, the co-discoverer of HIV, 
stood next to Heckler at that 
news conference. He felt uneasy 
when he heard Heckler say that 

a vaccine would be available in
two years. Over the next three 
decades many guarantees would
be made about HIV, almost all of 
them empty promises. Yet today,
Gallo sees the situation finally
changing. He says that a “func-
tional cure, I believe, is definitely 
achievable.”

And in December, the White
House announced a $100-million
initiative toward finding a cure 
for HIV. This investment has the
potential to make an enormous
difference. But research is only
one piece of the puzzle. Our abil-
ity to treat and cure HIV in the
future is threatened by the contin-
ued stigma, apathy and ignorance
surrounding the virus. HIV at 30
still has a long way to go.
Nathalia Holt is a research scientist 
and the author of “Cured: How the 
Berlin Patients Defeated HIV and 
Forever Changed Medical Science.” 

House should adopt act to put an end to epidemic of veteran suicides

AIDS at 30: Apathy, ignorance plus HIV kills

AP

Brian Jones, of Jamestown, Pa., looks at the AIDS memorial quilt  at the Keep the Promise on HIV/AIDS rally  in Washington, D.C.,  in July  2012.  
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winter weather since it arrived in 
the late 1970s.

So far, $275,000 in donations 
and grants are secured for the 
half-million-dollar project.

Doctor accused of 
health care fraud

FL GAINESVILLE  — A 
Gainesville doctor has 

been charged with more than 200 
counts of health care fraud

U.S. Attorney’s officials say 
 Ona Colasante, 57, surrendered 
Tuesday after being indicted by a 
grand jury.

According to the indictment, 
Colasante made money billing 
the government for medical tests, 
including substance abuse coun-
seling and smoking cessation, 
that patient never received. She 
allegedly used that money to buy 
non-FDA-approved drugs and 
devices from pharmacies outside 
the country.

According to the indictment, 
Colasante then charged the gov-
ernment for administering those 
drugs. Officials say she gave the 
drugs to patients without their 
knowledge or consent. 

A trial is set for June. If con-
victed, Colasante faces 10 years 
in prison for each of the health 

care fraud counts.

Officer accused of 
 aiding drug traffickers

NJ NEWARK  — Federal 
authorities say a Miami-

Dade police officer assigned to 
investigate departmental wrong-
doing was instead working on be-
half of a New Jersey-based drug 
trafficking organization, helping 
members elude security at major 
airports and move hundreds of 
thousands of dollars in illegal 
proceeds.

Lt. Ralph Mata of Broward 
County, Fla., made a first ap-
pearance Wednesday in a federal 
courtroom in Newark on drug 
trafficking and illegal money 
transaction charges. He was not 
required to enter a plea.

Wearing a navy suit and stand-
ing next to his lawyer, Mata spoke 
only to clarify a question from 
U.S. District Judge Cathy Waldor. 
After court, defense attorney Jay 
Surgent said Mata denies all the 
charges and plans to defend his 
innocence “to the hilt.” Mata re-
mained free on $500,000 bail.

The FBI  said Mata, 45, was 
known as “the Milk Man” to New 
Jersey cocaine dealers and helped 
move money, partly by escorting 

traffickers carrying cash so they 
could bypass security at airports 
in New York and Miami.

The U.S. attorney’s office in 
New Jersey also alleged that Mata 
used his airport connections to 
smuggle weapons concealed in 
luggage to the dealers and even 
suggested how they might carry 
out a potential hit on a rival gang.  

2-week truce for hot 
sauce maker, city

CA LOS ANGELES  — A 
cooling-off period has 

been called in the fight between 
the makers of a popular hot sauce 
and the Southern California city 
that says its air is too spicy to 
bear.

The Irwindale City Council 
delayed a decision for two weeks 
Wednesday night on declaring the 
Sriracha  plant a public nuisance.

About 100 supporters of the 
hot sauce including owner David 
Tran rallied outside City Hall be-
fore the meeting.

Irwindale’s city attorney re-
quested the delay, saying he’s in 
settlement talks with attorneys for 
Sriracha maker Huy Fong Foods.

Two weeks ago, council mem-
bers tentatively but unanimously 
voted the 2-year-old plant was a 

nuisance.
If the council had finalized its

vote Wednesday, Huy Fong would 
have had 90 days to stop releasing
the spicy emanations that neigh-
bors say are burning their eyes
and throats.

Gaga over gorillas? 2 
babies arrive at zoo

NY NEW YORK  — A New
York City zoo is cel-

ebrating the arrivals of two baby 
western lowland gorillas.

They’re the first gorillas born
at the Wildlife Conservation Soci-
ety’s Bronx Zoo since 2006.

Zoo officials said Thursday the
babies’ genders aren’t yet known.

A gorilla named Julia gave birth
on March 10. Another named Tuti
had her baby on April 17.

Newborns weigh about 4 to 5 
pounds. Females could grow up
to weigh 250 pounds, males about
450 pounds.

Gorilla infants are held by their 
mothers for the first four months 
of their lives.

Zoo visitors can see the babies
this spring if conditions such as 
the weather and temperature are
right.  
From wire reports

AMERICAN ROUNDUP

5 The number of years that elapsed before a cat that disappeared was reunited with its owner thanks to a microchip. The 
10-year-old cat named Charlie showed up Monday at an animal control facility in Fort Wayne, Ind. on Monday. Workers 
scanned the cat and discovered Charlie had a microchip that identified Virginia Fryback of Fort Wayne as his owner. 
Fryback is thankful to the veterinarian who convinced her to get a microchip when Charlie was a kitten. 

Feds expand allegations 
in suspected spud scam

ND FARGO  — Federal au-
thorities have expand-

ed the scope of their investigation 
into two brothers from North Da-
kota accused of intentionally de-
stroying potatoes to collect crop 
insurance payments.

The original indictment al-
leged that Aaron Johnson, 50, and 
Derek Johnson, 47, and their com-
pany, Johnson Potato, conspired 
to receive more than $800,000 in 
illegal payments dating  to 2006. 
Now, the government says the 
farmers from the Cooperstown 
area pocketed more than $2 mil-
lion since 2002.

The Johnsons have pleaded not 
guilty to conspiracy and making 
false statements. One of their law-
yers told The Associated Press on 
Friday that it’s a complex case 
that will take time to decipher.

The updated indictment filed 
last week accuses the brothers 
of adding chemicals to the potato 
seeds so they would not grow and 
purposely damaging the plants 
with cultivators. The Johnsons 
claimed their lack of potato pro-
duction was the result of natural 
causes “rather than their own 
intentional destructive conduct,” 
the indictment says.

Rescue helicopter blows 
deflating raft ashore

AK ANCHORAGE  — The 
Air Force, Coast Guard 

and Alaska State Troopers have 
worked together to rescue a 
man who found himself on a de-
flating raft in Cook Inlet near 
Anchorage.

The Coast Guard got a re-
quest for help Tuesday evening 
from troopers who reported the 
man was in trouble. That agency 
launched a helicopter crew from 
Kodiak.

Then the Air Force advised 
that it had both a plane and a 
Black Hawk helicopter about five 
minutes away.

Coast Guard Petty Officer 
Diana Honings sa id the Black 
Hawk crew used the helicopter’s 
rotor wash to push the man’s de-
flating raft to shore, where he was 
met by troopers. They flew him to 
a hospital for evaluation.

WWII-era battle cruiser 
getting new deck

NY BUFFALO  — A World 
War II-era U.S. Navy 

cruiser serving as a floating 
museum on Buffalo’s Lake Erie 
waterfront is getting a topside 
makeover.

The Buffalo News reports  that 
workers recently began replac-
ing the USS Little Rock’s wooden 
deck. The crews are tearing up 
the pressure-treated lumber cov-
ering the 70-year-old warship’s 
deck and are replacing it with a 
long-lasting vinyl-type covering.

The Little Rock is part of the 
Buffalo and Erie County Naval 
and Military Park, which also 
includes two other World War II 
Navy vessels: the USS The Sul-
livans, a destroyer, and the USS 
Croaker, a submarine.

The decommissioned Little 
Rock’s wood-planked deck has 
been exposed to Buffalo’s harsh, 

THE CENSUS

Kiss for a coffee fix
Una, a Belgian Malinois,  offers a kiss Wednesday to Kat Smith, owner of the The Greatful Grind, after getting a treat during a coffee stop 
by Una’s owner  in the Gateway area of Springfield, Ore.  A morning routine, Una starts whining as soon as the car turns onto Gateway 
Boulevard, according to her owner, Ayn Sales.  

CHRIS PIETSCH, THE (EUGENE, ORE.) REGISTER-GUARD/AP
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WheelchairWheelchair
WARRIORSWARRIORS

Disabled  players relish ferocious competition of  rugby 
PHOTOS BY  AKRON BEACON JOURNAL/MCT

Above, Tabbitha Englehart tapes the 
hands of  quad wheelchair rugby  player 
Yianni Thallas before a practice  in 
Tallmadge, Ohio,  in January.  Below, 
 Jamal Saxton, left, collides with Nathan 
Gay during the same  practice . “It lifts 
my spirit and makes me feel normal,” 
Gay said of playing wheelchair rugby. 
 The spor t is part basketball and part 
demolition derby.

 BY KIM HONE-MCMAHAN

Akron Beacon Journal

 The gladiators’ legs were tucked 
inside their machines. On their 
hands, they placed a foam-like 
wrap, followed by gloves and 

duct tape, sticky side up. It was time to do 
battle.

Wheelchair rugby was originally called 
murderball, and for good reason. It’s a 
fierce game with metal-on-metal and 
sometimes skin-on-floor contact.

The six guys who make up this team, 
which practices for about three hours 
each Friday night in Tallmadge, Ohio, are 
all quadriplegics, meaning that they have 
varying loss of function in all four limbs, 
mostly from injuries suffered in accidents.

At the age of 16, Nathan Gay was ac-
cidentally shot in the neck when a friend 

was putting away a shotgun they had used 
while hunting.

Austin Geib, at 15, was hanging upside 
down on a pull-up bar when the bar fell, 
breaking his neck.

In high school, Adam Sweeney was 
injured in a car accident that killed his 
brother.

Yianni Thallas was about 20 when he got 
hurt diving off a roof into a pool.

Stephen Zuravel was just a teen when he 
was severely injured in a one-car accident.

And Jamal Saxton was born with mus-
cular dystrophy.

As might be expected, such serious dis-
abilities can be devastating. What once 
was natural, like buttoning a shirt, is now a 
chore, or impossible. For some, depression 
can take a toll, and finding an escape from 
their suddenly sedentary lifestyles can be 

a challenge.
“I have been competitive all of my life. 

But once I broke my neck, I didn’t know 
what I was going to do,” said Geib, now 
18, who attends high school online. “This 
(wheelchair rugby) brought back that com-
petitive edge.”

The sport, once known as murderball 
because the idea was to “murder” the com-
petition, is a mix of basketball and demoli-
tion derby.

“It lifts my spirit and makes me feel 
normal,” said Gay, 27, a recent Kent State 
grad from Streetsboro, Ohio. It was a com-
ment that was repeated by most of his 
teammates.

Zuravel, 23, of Stow, Ohio, was in search 
of something that would push his physi-
cal limitations and decided to attend a 
practice.

“I remember when I was on my way 
there, I shoved a couple of pieces of pizza
down and thought to myself, ‘This isn’t 
going to be hard. I’ve done marathons (on
a hand cycle).’ So I was pretty cocky going
into it. Very quickly I was humbled,” said
the  mechanical engineering student, laugh-
ing. “Sometimes when I go to tournaments
there are guys twice my age who I’m having 
a hard time keeping up with on the court. So
it put me in my place pretty quick.”

Adam Sweeney, 34  said there was only
one thing missing after his accident.

“I accepted my life right away. I decided 
that I was still going to get everything that
I’ve ever wanted — a job, a house and a
wife. And that’s what I have,” said Swee-
ney, a service support administrator for 
Mahoning County’s Board of Developmen-
tal Disabilities. “So when I heard about
rugby, I said, ‘That’s the last component to
put my life back to normal.’ ”

The athletes, some of whom admit the 
game is much less violent than people
think, play for the Buckeye Blitz wheel-
chair rugby team in Columbus. Come next 
season, starting in September, they will
break off to become their own team, the 
Akron Rhinos. And that means they are
aggressively looking for new players who
have some form of impairment in at least
three limbs.

Zuravel is known by his teammates as
Queen Bee because of his nudging and 
encouragement of players to do their best, 
as well as his persistent lobbying of others
with physical disabilities to give the game
a try.

“You might think it’s weird and not for 
you, but just come to a practice and try the
sport — for the betterment of your health,”
said Zuravel. “See what it does for you.”

Able-bodied men and women are also
needed to play with the team during prac-
tices, added Thallas, 32, a network engi-
neer from Parma Heights, Ohio.

Coach Megan Haas, 24,  explained that
exercise for those with spinal cord injuries
is even more important than for those who
have never been hurt.

“We can walk everywhere; they can’t. 
With a physical disability like they have 
... they are dependent on somebody else 
after their accident,” said Haas, who has
a master’s degree in adaptive physical ac-
tivity. “It’s so awesome to see people with
disabilities play at a competitive level and
become more independent.” 
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Never-ending glory
‘Elder Scrolls Online’ offers all the multiplayer medieval mayhem you can take

Overall grade: B+

Bethesda Softworks

“Elder Scrolls Online” takes the popular franchise to the MMO masses. Its worlds are vast and diverse enough to have gamers exploring for days on end.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 17

BY BRIAN BOWERS

Stars and Stripes

For years, fans of the “Elder Scrolls” 
franchise have dreamed of fi ght-
ing side by side with friends in the 
fantasy land of Tamriel. With the 

release of “The Elder Scrolls Online,” they 
get their chance.

The new online game is remarkably 
faithful to its predecessors. From the lore 
to the gameplay to the graphics — and 
even the glitches — it defi nitely feels like a 
familiar foray into the medieval world cre-
ated by Bethesda Softworks.

Of course, the mechanics and dynamics 
of cooperative and competitive play have 
been added in the transition from a single-
player title to a massive multiplayer online 
game. And the minor tweaks are count-
less. However, it seems that Bethesda re-
ally didn’t make any major changes to its 
basic formula. And that should make fans 
happy.

What hasn’t made many of them happy 
is the $15-per-month subscription fee.

For the past year, gamers have been 
eager to point out that practically every 
other online multiplayer game is now 
“free to play,” relying on advertising or on 
fees that unlock special items and experi-
ences. Of course the MMO king, “World of 
Warcraft,” still gets away with charging a 
monthly subscription fee, so the fee-haters’ 
argument will fall fl at if “ESO” manages to 
reach similar status. While that might be 
a tough dragon to slay, I believe it is pos-
sible. 

Gamers want enthralling stories and en-
joyable gameplay. Fortunately, “ESO” has 

both covered — though it doesn’t actually 
break any new ground in the second cat-
egory. 

“ESO” starts off with a much richer her-
itage than “World of Warcraft.” Bethesda 
can draw upon the lore developed for fi ve 
deep role-playing games fi lled with fas-
cinating people, nations and creatures. 
“WoW” had only three strategy games 
that were fun, but comparatively light on 
mythos. In addition, the folks at Bethesda 
are skilled at developing games that offer 
more than 100 hours of captivating game-
play. Because of this, I don’t think provid-
ing interesting content should be a major 
concern.

That was evident during the fi rst weeks 
of availability. Despite playing the game 
for almost 100 hours since its beta phase, 
I feel like I’ve only dented the surface. I’ve 
played extensively in only one of the three 
warring alliances and have just dabbled in 
the others. Each has a unique set of mis-
sions and environments, so there’s plenty 
more for me to explore as I create new 
characters and join other alliances. And 
Bethesda is already advertising that more 
adventures are on the way.

Players start the game by creating 
a character, which involves coming up 
with a name, choosing gender, race, al-
liance and career path and determining 
physical characteristics. The races are 
the usual suspects for Tamriel — several 
nationalities of humans and elves, feline 
Khajiit, reptilian Argonians and rugged 
orcs. The career possibilities consist of 
dragon knights, warrior-monks known as 
Templars, stealthy Nightblades and magic 
users. The character-creation mechanics 

give you an excellent amount of control 
over your avatar’s physical characteristics. 
My only gripe concerns the relatively lim-
ited number of hairstyles and beards.

Upon creating a warrior or wizard, you 
are cast into a prison in another dimen-
sion known as Coldharbor, which serves 
as a tutorial level. After learning the ropes 
and escaping your incarceration, you are 
transported to a location that’s determined 
by the alliance you selected.

Since I have the “Imperial Edition,” I was 
able to create a high-elf dragon knight who 
was part of the Ebonheart Pact — an un-
usual combination because high elves are 
normally part of the Aldmeri Dominion. 
Since I was part of Ebonheart, I started in 
the town of Davon’s Watch. There, my goal 
was to circumvent the nefarious schemes 
of the rival Daggerfall Covenant.

The war among these three alliances is 
the primary motivator behind the game’s 
action. Each of the three aims to take con-
trol of the imperial city of Cyrodiil. Many 
of the single-player and small-group mis-
sions touch on this theme. And the player 
vs. player mode hinges on this confl ict.

Combat is handled like that in most PC 
role-playing games — mouse clicks and hot 
keys initiating different kinds of attacks. As 
long as your connection isn’t lagging, the 
attacks unfold smoothly and effi ciently.

Although you select a character class at 
the beginning, you aren’t prevented from 
using weapons and certain skills associ-

ated with other career fi elds. For example,
my dragon knight has joined the mages
guild, so I have a few magical tricks up my
sleeve. This sort of diversity is similar to
the system that Bethesda used in “Obliv-
ion” and “Skyrim,” though it’s not quite
as versatile. As a dragon knight, I’ll never 
have access to Nightblade, mage or Tem-
plar’s most distinctive abilities.

As in most role-playing games, you gain
strength and abilities as you acquire expe-
rience and increase in level. So, you can
learn to breathe fi re, forge better swords 
or be more persuasive when talking to
nonplayer characters, depending on which
career path and guilds you choose . New
levels come at a pretty steady pace if you 
keep on top of your missions. Simply wan-
dering through the countryside and killing
zombies and demonic Daedra isn’t enough 
— though it is fun.

Nonplayer enemies tend to be relatively 
well balanced as long as your character is at 
the right level for a particular area. For ex-
ample, if you’re level 4 and face off against
two or three level 4 or level 5 bandits, you
should do well. If you’re level 15 and bum-
ble into an area geared toward level 20,
you’re going to die. One of the problems is
that it’s way too easy to bumble. From ex-
perience, I know that there’s a level-appro-
priate set of adventures somewhere, but it 
sometimes can take an hour of repeatedly
dying and respawning to fi nd it.

Many of the major missions have some 
connection to the wider confl ict among
the alliances. Spies might be poisoning a
town’s water or an army might be attacking
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 a city. Others focus on local problems, like 
giant bugs infesting local mines or an elf 
who thinks a ghostlike creature is his re-
incarnated wife. Some are very complex 
and challenging, involving multiple mini-
quests. Others are more mundane, like 
gathering ingredients so the local apoth-
ecary can mix up some medicine or fi nd-
ing a hungover warrior’s missing pants. 
Quests are scattered all over the map so 
there’s always a reason to explore — one of 
the elements of previous games that helps 
make “ESO” so fun.

Most missions unfold in public areas. 
This means that other avatars are always 
nearby, completing their own quests. This 
can be helpful, but sometimes can get 
a bit odd. For example, if I’m trying to 
knock down a big boss, I’m usually quite 
happy to receive a helping hand from an-
other wandering warrior. Everyone gets 
his own batch of loot after the battle, so 
there’s no fear of losing goodies to interlop-
ers. However, since the battle unfolds in 
a public area, the boss needs to reappear 
to confront the next batch of adventurers. 
The result is that Mr. Baddy is sometimes 
resurrected beside me before I can even 
loot his treasure chest. Although there’s 
no need to fi ght him again, it doesn’t seem 
quite right.

And those hovering adventurers can 
present some irritating problems of their 
own. For example, if you’re gathering cer-
tain items as part of a quest, you will need 
to be quick or others might grab the good-
ies from under your nose. Or, they might 
unintentionally interfere with a puzzle. 

In addition to the missions in public 
areas, you can team up with friends and 
tackle private areas. These usually present 
tougher enemies and better loot. They can 
be very fun and very lucrative.

The third option is the player vs. player 
mode. In this, the three alliances struggle 
for control of resources, fortresses and 
magical Elder Scrolls, with the ultimate 
winner of the campaign crowning a new 
emperor, aka its highest-ranking player.

The battles occur on an immense map 
that’s dotted with castles, lumber mills, 
mines and farms. Action can pop up at al-
most any point since each location holds 
strategic value. Fighting ranges from 
small-time bushwhacking to full-blown 
sieges, complete with catapults and dozens 
of warriors. It’s a mix that will be familiar 
to fans of “Guild Wars 2,” but it’s still en-
joyable.

You can join the struggle for Cyrodiil 
after reaching level 10. Your level will 
be boosted temporarily to the maximum 
— level 50 — so you’ll be somewhat com-
petitive. However, you’ll keep your regular 
abilities, weapons and armor, so don’t ex-
pect to live long if the action gets hot. Even 
though it’s fun to jump into the middle of 
a castle siege, it’s best to start off by tak-
ing easier missions, such as scouting out 
enemy territory.

It’s also wise to travel with a friend, 
because solo trips can easily turn deadly. 
Twice, I died in heavy action and tried 
to rejoin the fray by galloping across the 
countryside only to be waylaid by groups 
of enemies waiting for unwary travelers. 

Aside from the fun of participating in 
large-scale battles, the big benefi t of this 
mode is that the experience and gear you 
acquire can be carried back to the regular 
campaign. 

Graphics and glitches
 The graphic presentation is similar to 

that of “Skyrim,” realistic rather than sur-
realistic or cartoony. The environments 
are well designed and attractive, though 
they lack the feeling of grandeur that’s con-

veyed by the expansive vistas of “Skyrim.” 
And it’s hard to avoid a feeling of deja vu 
when exploring buildings, because there 
is a very limited number of fl oor plans for 
houses, inns and castles.

If you have a computer that can handle 
the “ultra-high” graphics setting, you’re 
likely to be impressed with the detail and 
textures — at least by MMO standards. 
However, since I’m “the console guy,” I 
don’t have a computer that can handle that 
setting for anything other than quiet strolls 
around town. Combat requires quick ac-
tion and that’s not going to happen unless I 
knock the settings for my computer — new 
but very average — down to “medium.” 
But even in that setting, the graphics are 
respectable.

However, visual glitches are relatively 
common. Don’t be surprised to see a rider-
less horse scoot across the ground without 
moving its legs, or watch your avatar lean 
over and be absorbed by a nearby rock, or 
see an enemy back up and go inside a wall, 
or run toward an open area only to have a 
tree suddenly materialize right in front of 
him. Some of these issues are caused by 
graphics bugs but others are undoubtedly 
caused by laggy connections and my “me-
dium” settings. 

Other bugs have more serious implica-
tions for gameplay. In several cases, I’ve 
encountered quests that couldn’t be com-
pleted because certain elements wouldn’t 
activate. These are easy to spot because 
you’ll see four or fi ve other avatars circling 
the item in question or jumping up and 
down on top of it. In most cases, Bethes-
da has eventually corrected the problem 
— once about an hour after I discovered 
it. I’ve also fallen through the ground and 

into the game’s digital “basement” and 
gotten fi rmly stuck in a glitched part of the 
landscape. Both problems require using 
the fast-travel function to escape. I love 
Bethesda’s role-playing games, but I have 
to admit that I’ve come to expect these 
sorts of glitches.

The game carries a mature rating for vi-
olence, blood, drinking and sexual themes, 
though they are very low key compared to 
most M-rated games.

Bottom line: B+   “The Elder Scrolls On-
line” is fun, deep and satisfying. It doesn’t 
break a lot of new ground, but it does al-
most everything well.

Platform: PC. Coming to Xbox One and 
PlayStation 4 in June.

Online: elderscrollsonline.com

VIDEO GAMES

Many more staff-written game reviews at stripes.com/military-life

Of course, there’s more to the game 
than fi ghting and questing. You’ll 
probably spend just as much time 
crafting new items, picking locks, 
dealing with merchants and manag-
ing your inventory of arms, potions 
and ingredients. These functions 
haven’t changed dramatically from 
“Oblivion” and “Skyrim,” but each 
has been tweaked.

Crafting retains its signifi cance. 
You can usually create and enchant 
better weapons and armor than those 
you will discover in your travels. 
It just requires obtaining the right 
materials and gaining enough profi -
ciency to master the skills involved. 
The biggest change is the addition of 
the ability to research special charac-
teristics that you can add to your cre-
ations. For example, you can increase 
the penetration of a sword and that’s 
in addition to adding magical proper-
ties, such as electrical or fl ame dam-
age through enchantment.

Lock-picking has been revised to 
make it more like the system used 
in “Oblivion” instead of the one used 
in “Skyrim.” It now involves pok-
ing at sliding pins rather than twirl-
ing a pick around the front of a lock. 
There’s also a time limit, so you can’t 
linger at the task.

The inventory system and other 
menses are accessed through hot keys 
or clicking on icons — one of the ben-
efi ts of moving from a console format 
to the PC. As a result, the process of 
leveling up or managing your inven-
tory is much less cumbersome.

— Brian Bowers

Beyond the battles

Photos by Bethesda Softworks

Most missions unfold in public areas, so you can enlist other avatars to help.

The graphics in “Elder Scrolls Online” 
are well-designed and attractive, 
especially if your computer can handle 
the “ultra-high” graphics setting.
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BY CARRIE WELLS

The Baltimore Sun

Nita Strickland and 
Sidney Garland, best 
friends since the sixth 
grade, have shared a lot 

— their hopes and daily frustra-
tions and an interest in some of 
the same music and TV shows.

Now in college, even though 
they are of opposite sexes, the two 
share a tiny dorm room on Tow-
son University’s campus, outside 
of Baltimore.

What would have been consid-
ered taboo just a few decades ago 
is becoming more common. Coed 
dormitories, which shocked some 
when introduced in the 1970s, 
have given way to coed rooms. 
The well-established trend even 
has a modern moniker: gender-
neutral housing.

 Strickland and Garland, from 
Prince George’s County, Md., 
 decorated their small living space 
with Towson University memora-
bilia and pop music posters. Hav-
ing a private bathroom is a major 
plus, the roommates agreed.

“I don’t see it as living with 
someone of the opposite gen-
der as it is living with a really 
good friend,” said Strickland, 21. 
“Hours will go by, we’ll just be 
lying here talking about every-
thing. Sometimes we’ll wake up 
in the morning and be like, ‘Oh 
we stayed up till 4 a.m.’ ”

“A lot of people when they hear 
we’re living together, they’re 

like, ‘How did you get so lucky?’ ” 
added Garland, 20.

University administrators say 
they began exploring mixed-
gender housing  in response to a 
growing demand.

The policies vary by school 
— some universities allow fresh-
men to participate, others don’t 
except in special circumstances; 
and some universities only allow 

opposite-sex roommates in apart-
ments and suites and not tradi-
tional dorm rooms.

 Coed arrangements aren’t de-
signed for students in romantic 
relationships, officials said, and 
students are not assigned to the 
housing unless they request it.

Though many  types of students 
live in mixed-gender housing, 
some schools began their pro-
grams to address concerns raised 
by transgender students, who can 
face harassment or discomfort in 
a traditional dorm.

“We have students who were 
bullied to the point of violence in 
high school,” said Katie Boone, the 
director of residential life at Uni-

versity of Maryland, Baltimore 
County. “They came to UMBC 
where they felt safe about their 
gender identity or expression, so 
this was helpful for them.”

According to the national lesbi-
an, gay, bisexual and transgender 
advocacy group Campus Pride, 
nearly 150 universities around 
the country offer the option of 
gender-neutral housing, includ-

ing Califor-
nia’s state 
universities, 
Yale Univer-
sity, Colum-
bia University 
and George 
Washington 
University. 
Most pro-
grams start-
ed in the past 

six years.
Deborah Grandner, the director 

of resident life at the College Park 
campus, said a student housing 
advisory group first approached 
her about the option in 2005 and 
that she attended a forum spon-
sored by a LGBT group that so-
lidified her opinions about why 
the program was necessary.

“The students there expressed 
serious concerns about navigat-
ing their living environment in 
our state-owned residence halls,” 
Grandner said. “Their roommate 
situation could really make or 
break their college experience.”

The program, offered in housing 
across campus, has grown from 

about 60 students to about 400 
now, she said. About 12,000 stu-
dents live in  residence halls and 
 privately managed  apartments.

Alex Stoller’s apartment on 
College Park’s campus is a melt-
ing pot of six roommates from di-
verse backgrounds — and a blend 
of three men and two women in 
addition to Stoller. None of the 
students is gay or transgender.

“It’s been eye-opening to live 
with people of the opposite sex,” 
said Stoller, a sophomore from the 
Boston suburbs studying journal-
ism. “There’s also never drama. 
Girls can get catty and it can be 
harder, but with the guys it’s nice 
because it’s definitely a family 
dynamic. We’re like brothers and 
sisters.”

“If I want real girl time,” 
she added, “I go to my sorority 
house.”

 While college officials say 
they’ve seen very little backlash, 
not everyone has accepted what 
soon could be considered a soci-
etal norm.

For the first time this year, a 
delegate introduced a bill in the 
Maryland General Assembly to 
eliminate state funding to colleg-
es that offer mixed-gender hous-
ing. The bill died in committee in 
March.

“I’ve talked to constituents 
who have said, ‘I don’t want 
people shacking up together on 
taxpayer dollars,’ ” said Wash-
ington County Republican Del. 
Neil Parrott, the bill’s sponsor, 

whose conservative résumé in-
cludes leading the failed effort to 
overturn same-sex marriage. We 
have social mores in our society, 
and it seems like these universi-
ties are trying to push that away,”
he said. Constituents “want to see
colleges educating students and
not experimenting with a whole
new room policy.”

 Parrott said he will reintroduce
the legislation to ban coed rooms 
next year.

He added that he is concerned
that the housing option could lead
to a rise in rapes and distract
from the educational experience.
He also said the housing option
seemed aimed at “a small group 
of people in the transvestite com-
munity” and that “if someone’s 
really uncomfortable, they could 
have a single room.”

 Susan Boswell, dean of student
life at the Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity, where mixed-gender housing
will be offered starting in the fall,
said student requests to live with
another student of a different
gender had previously been eval-
uated on a case-by-case basis.

Administrators are “becoming
more sensitive to the broad range 
of needs that their students have,”
she said, and students are becom-
ing more vocal about their  hous-
ing needs.

“We felt this was something 
that was being offered widely at
many institutions,” she said. “We 
felt we were somewhat behind in
not providing this option.” 

The gender-neutral dorm
More universities let men and women live together to meet increase in demand

KENNETH K. LAM/Baltimore Sun

Sidney Garland, left, shares a dorm room with friend Nita Strickland in a gender-neutral housing program at Towson University, in Towson, Md. They 
especially like the semi-private bathroom that only the two of them use. 

Though many  types of students live
in mixed-gender housing, some 
schools began their programs
to address concerns raised by
transgender students, who can face 
harassment or discomfort in a
traditional dorm.
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 BY WAMARA MWINE 
Special to Stars and Stripes

The Navy SEALs are widely re-
garded as the men who get the job 
done at all costs. To others, the 
SEALs represent unimaginable 

courage . “Eyes on Target: Inside Stories 
from the Brotherhood of the U.S. Navy 
SEALs” examines the murky intersec-
tion between these extraordinary soldiers, 
their military leaders and politics, which 
overshadow the SEALs’ accomplishments.  

The book also questions President 
Barack Obama’s response to military sce-
narios.  

The Sea, Air and Land (SEAL) program 
began during the Kennedy administration 
in 1962. There is a history of missions in 
which SEALs accomplished the “perfect 
op,” capturing enemy targets without fi r-
ing a shot. According to “Eyes on Target,” 
SEALs train with 3,500 rounds of ammu-
nition a week. For context, a city police 
department uses 50 rounds per offi cer in 
a year. 

SEALs are described in the book as very 
prepared for dangerous missions and ex-
tremely loyal to their fellow soldiers.

“Eyes on Target” brings up some im-

portant questions about these unique  fi ght-
ers. They are trained to be impervious to 
pain; to fl oat underwater for long periods 
of time; to not just dodge bullets, but to take 
them. So is the Navy SEAL training as a 
Superman to his advantage in a combat 

scenario? This can 
be debated. The 
robust SEAL train-
ing, devout broth-
erhood and hazing 
of new recruits are 
examined.

 In the book, 
Richard Miniter 
and Scott McEwen, 
both New York 
Times best-selling 
authors, retell the 
story of Operation 

Red Wings from June and July of 2005 in 
Chapter 5. (This story is also covered in 
the recent movie “Lone Survivor.”) Could 
four SEALs initially take on a large group 
of dangerous Taliban fi ghters in a moun-
tainous terrain? From all accounts, they 
were outnumbered.  Letting the Afghan 
goat herders go promptly revealed the 
SEAL’s location to the larger group of Tal-
iban fi ghters. 

This was a debatable decision by Opera-
tion Red Wings SEAL Mike Murphy.  It is 
called, in military terms, the rules of en-
gagement. However, with no else on the 
battleground, it was Murphy’s call, and he 
could have taken the Afghan spotters out. 
Murphy is highly regarded in all accounts 
for his heroic efforts that day, which al-
lowed his superiors to locate his fellow 
SEALs under heavy fi re. With the recon 
information on their location, how could 
the rescue mission have gone so wrong?  

Years later in Benghazi, Libya, there was 
a similar gunfi ght with two former SEALs 
defending a CIA location. In this case, the 
authors take the discussion a step further, 
offering timelines of when and how the in-
formation might have reached Washington 
and what the State Department, CIA and 
White House could have done differently. 
There is no doubt that “Eyes on Target” 
conveys a sense of criticism of the Obama 
administration. 

 “Eyes on Target” poses fi ve theoretical 
rescue scenarios in which troops, not just 
SEALs, could have saved Tyrone Woods 
and Glen Doherty, who died in the gun bat-
tle at CIA headquarters in Libya on Sept. 
11, 2012.  A drone option seemed to present 

a compelling case that might have saved
lives. 

The book suggests grave political dis-
tance between SEALs on the ground, mili-
tary leaders and former State Department
Secretary Hillary Clinton, CIA Director
Leon Panetta and President Obama.

 “Eyes on Target” seems to suggest that 
Panetta and Obama did not communicate
enough during the crisis. Having been in
the room with President Obama as a White
House reporter during his fi rst term, I can
only imagine the amount of information
that reached his desk. 

More information about the authors:
Richard Miniter is a  moderate conserva-
tive who has traveled extensively and has
developed an appreciation for other cul-
tures . Scott McEwen’s connection with
the SEALs began when he co-authored the 
book “American Sniper.” He is active with
several SEAL charities, including the  Red 
Circle Foundation. 
Wamara Mwine covered the White House for 
Politics In Color and the National Examiner. He has 
appeared as guest on XM Radio POTUS 124 to dis-
cuss his White House observations. Mwine has also
written about Hal Koster’s Aleethia Foundation,
which hosts the Friday Night Dinners. This is a free 
dinner hosted four times a month for injured U.S.
soldiers returning from Iraq and Afghanistan. 

BOOKS

‘Eyes’ looks at SEALs’ bravery, controversy

Everything to Lose
Andrew Gross

How far would you go to protect 
your loved ones? What if keeping 
your special needs child in an ex-
pensive, properly caring environ-
ment meant having to break the 
law? Would you do it?

Author Andrew Gross forces 
readers to grapple with the ex-
tremes one must go through to 
survive in such a situation in his 
new novel, “Everything to Lose.”

Hilary Cantor is divorced, and 
her deadbeat husband doesn’t pay 
his child support. Their son, Bran-
don, is autistic, and the school he 
attends is very expensive. Hilary 
becomes desperate after she loses 
her job. How will she pay for her 
child’s schooling?

She witnesses a car crash while 
driving home one afternoon. The 
car slides down a ravine. Hilary 
climbs and scratches her way to 
the car, where she discovers a 
dead man and a satchel fi lled with 
money.  

 Hilary  begins to use just 
enough to pay her bills. What she 
doesn’t realize is that someone 
was expecting the money — and 
will do anything to fi nd it. 

— Jeff Ayers/AP

In Paradise
Peter Matthiessen

 Toward the end of  “In Para-
dise,” Clement Olin, a 55-year-
old American academic, takes 
one last look around the grounds 
of Auschwitz-Birkenau, where he 
has been on a two-week retreat 
with a group of 140, including 
descendants of both perpetrators 
and survivors. He imagines the 
not-too-distant day when the land 
is reclaimed by commerce and 
time:

“The last barracks, the last 
guard post, all that barbed wire 
and broken brick, will be stripped 
off and scavenged ... the weather 
will transform the ash pits into lily 
ponds, and fresh meadows will be 
suitable once more for butterfl ies, 
wildfl owers, children’s voices, 
Sunday strolling, picnics, trysts. 
...  What will happen to its strange 
power?”

To capture that “strange power” 
was the last literary task under-
taken by this three-time National 
Book Award winner. (Matthies-
sen died at 86 on April 5.)

— By Marion Winik, Newsday

The Furies
Mark Alpert

Alpert, known for his science-
driven thrillers, takes readers on 
an unexpected journey into dark 
fantasy with “The Furies.”

Imagine a world that co-exists 
with our own but remains hidden 
to outsiders. Those who inhabit 
this realm appear as Amish to 
people living nearby, but they are 
beings with a rare genetic disor-
der. Hundreds of years ago, their 
abilities terrifi ed others and they 
were deemed witches. Rather 
than face persecution, they hid 
themselves away.

In present day, John Rogers  
meets a beautiful woman in a 
bar and strikes up a conversa-
tion.  They end up in a hotel room 
together. When they are about to 
become romantically involved, 
 the door to their room fl ies open 
and shots are fi red.  Ariel is hurt. 
When John offers to take her to a 
hospital, Ariel tells him about her 
hidden life.

Alpert has a knack for taking 
complex theories and making 
them relatable. This time, the 
science, while intriguing, takes a 
back seat to the story. 

— Jeff Ayers/AP

The Target
David Baldacci

In Baldacci’s latest thriller, 
master assassins Will Robie and
his partner, Jessica Reel, are sup-
posedly given a clean slate by the
government on the condition that
they take an assignment that is
essentially a suicide mission.

 Evan Tucker, the head of the
CIA, doubts they can follow or-
ders and would prefer to see them 
die before they take the assign-
ment. He throws them into the
Burner Box, a high-tech train-
ing facility that is notorious for
breaking agents, both physically
and mentally.  

 Robie and Reel are complex
characters, and anything they do
is a pleasure to follow. However, 
the adventures are extremely
short and somewhat disjointed
from the rest of the story, making 
it appear that the missions were 
short stories that Baldacci shoved
in with the rest of the story and 
characters. That aside, Baldacci
knows how to get readers to turn
the pages, and he’s in top form
here.

— Jeff Ayers/AP

Be Safe I Love You
Cara Hoffman

Beautifully written and un-
fl inching in its honesty, Hoffman’s 
provocative second novel offers a 
window into events we’d prefer 
to see less clearly. A soldier, Lau-
ren Clay, returns from her tour 
of duty in Iraq. She struggles to 
adjust to civilian life. Her fam-
ily and friends strive for jovial 
fakery because they cannot bear 
to consider what she has experi-
enced.

“(T)hey were supposed to pre-
tend, even as they lived in the 
shadow of the base, and heard 
reports from places like Fallujah, 
or read about disastrous brutal 
homecomings  ... that what she did 
was some angel’s work in hell.”

 Hoffman ’s haunting fi rst novel 
“So Much Pretty” — about a 
young woman who goes missing 
in a rural town — is a devastating 
look at violence against women . 
Disguised as a crime story, it 
presents the sort of rigorous 
moral questions that have no easy 
answers and sear themselves in 
your memory.

— By Connie Ogle
The Miami Herald
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Saturday’s US temperatures

City Hi Lo Wthr
Abilene, Tex 91 67 Clr
Akron, Ohio 62 43 Cldy
Albany,N.Y. 56 42 Cldy
Albuquerque 73 51 Cldy
Allentown, Pa. 66 43 Cldy
Amarillo 86 53 Clr
Anchorage 52 35 PCldy
Asheville 77 44 Clr
Atlanta 81 54 Clr
Atlantic City 69 51 PCldy
Austin 87 64 Cldy
Baltimore 72 49 PCldy
Baton Rouge 83 59 PCldy
Billings 58 41 Rain
Birmingham 83 50 Clr
Bismarck 57 40 Clr
Boise 54 39 Cldy
Boston 46 44 Rain
Bridgeport 62 44 Cldy
Brownsville 88 73 PCldy
Buffalo 51 40 Rain
Burlington,Vt. 52 41 Rain
Caribou,Maine 49 31 Cldy
Casper 66 39 Rain
Charleston,S.C. 83 60 Clr
Charleston,W.Va. 75 46 PCldy
Charlotte,N.C. 80 53 Clr

Chattanooga 82 45 Clr
Cheyenne 70 41 Cldy
Chicago 54 44 Cldy
Cincinnati 73 47 PCldy
Cleveland 55 44 Cldy
Colorado Springs 69 45 Clr
Columbia,S.C. 85 56 Clr
Columbus,Ga. 83 57 Clr
Columbus,Ohio 69 45 Cldy
Concord,N.H. 48 38 Rain
Corpus Christi 88 71 Cldy
Dallas-Ft Worth 85 64 Cldy
Dayton 69 45 Cldy
Daytona Beach 84 62 PCldy
Denver 76 47 Cldy
Des Moines 72 47 Cldy
Detroit 56 42 PCldy
Duluth 40 28 PCldy
El Paso 85 64 Cldy
Elkins 67 41 Cldy
Erie 51 40 Cldy
Eugene 56 36 Cldy
Evansville 81 50 PCldy
Fairbanks 55 33 PCldy
Fargo 54 36 Cldy
Flagstaff 40 35 Snow
Flint 52 39 PCldy
Fort Smith 84 54 PCldy

Fort Wayne 64 44 PCldy
Fresno 68 47 Clr
Goodland 85 44 PCldy
Grand Junction 62 49 Rain
Grand Rapids 54 37 PCldy
Great Falls 52 38 Rain
Green Bay 49 36 PCldy
Greensboro,N.C. 79 50 Clr
Harrisburg 69 46 Cldy
Hartford Spgfld 54 43 Cldy
Helena 55 37 Rain
Honolulu 85 71 PCldy
Houston 85 63 PCldy
Huntsville 84 49 Clr
Indianapolis 71 49 PCldy
Jackson,Miss. 87 52 Clr
Jacksonville 84 60 PCldy
Juneau 52 35 Cldy
Kansas City 81 56 Cldy
Key West 82 74 PCldy
Knoxville 80 46 Clr
Lake Charles 81 64 Cldy
Lansing 54 38 PCldy
Las Vegas 65 57 Cldy
Lexington 80 46 Clr
Lincoln 80 50 PCldy
Little Rock 85 54 PCldy
Los Angeles 68 54 PCldy

Louisville 81 48 Clr
Lubbock 90 60 Clr
Macon 85 54 Clr
Madison 56 37 PCldy
Medford 60 39 Cldy
Memphis 83 57 Clr
Miami Beach 85 72 PCldy
Midland-Odessa 94 66 Clr
Milwaukee 45 39 PCldy
Mpls-St Paul 56 36 Cldy
Missoula 53 35 Rain
Mobile 83 60 PCldy
Montgomery 85 54 Clr
Nashville 83 49 Clr
New Orleans 83 65 PCldy
New York City 68 46 Cldy
Newark 68 47 Cldy
Norfolk,Va. 75 57 Clr
North Platte 83 42 PCldy
Oklahoma City 87 60 Clr
Omaha 78 50 PCldy
Orlando 89 65 PCldy
Paducah 81 51 PCldy
Pendleton 59 37 Cldy
Peoria 72 48 PCldy
Philadelphia 70 49 Cldy
Phoenix 74 67 Clr
Pittsburgh 65 44 Cldy

Pocatello 52 37 Rain
Portland,Maine 47 40 Rain
Portland,Ore. 57 41 Cldy
Providence 50 43 Rain
Pueblo 75 47 PCldy
Raleigh-Durham 79 51 Clr
Rapid City 70 42 Cldy
Reno 55 34 PCldy
Richmond 80 52 PCldy
Roanoke 79 54 PCldy
Rochester 52 41 Rain
Rockford 61 42 PCldy
Sacramento 65 43 PCldy
St Louis 83 56 PCldy
St Petersburg 84 70 PCldy
St Thomas 85 78 Clr
Salem,Ore. 57 38 Cldy
Salt Lake City 55 47 Rain
San Angelo 93 68 PCldy
San Antonio 90 68 Cldy
San Diego 66 58 PCldy
San Francisco 61 50 Cldy
San Jose 64 47 PCldy
Santa Fe 70 42 Clr
St Ste Marie 45 33 Cldy
Savannah 84 61 Clr
Seattle 56 44 Cldy
Shreveport 85 56 PCldy

Sioux City 75 47 Clr
Sioux Falls 67 45 Clr
South Bend 60 42 PCldy
Spokane 55 37 Cldy
Springfield,Ill 79 51 PCldy
Springfield,Mo 82 52 Cldy
Syracuse 57 43 Rain
Tallahassee 86 60 Clr
Tampa 84 68 PCldy
Toledo 60 42 Cldy
Topeka 83 56 Clr
Tucson 75 61 Clr
Tulsa 85 60 Clr
Tupelo 83 51 Clr
Waco 85 61 Cldy
Washington 73 50 PCldy
W. Palm Beach 84 71 PCldy
Wichita 87 58 Clr
Wichita Falls 88 61 Clr
Wilkes-Barre 64 43 Cldy
Wilmington,Del. 70 47 Cldy
Yakima 60 36 Cldy
Youngstown 60 42 Cldy

National temperature extremes
Hi: Thu., 98, Del Rio, Texas, and Uvalde,
Texas 
Lo: Thu., 14, Bryce Canyon, Utah

WEATHER OUTLOOK
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The weather is provided by the 
American Forces Network Weather Center, 

2nd Weather Squadron at Offutt Air Force Base, Neb. 

MARKET WATCH

Military rates
Euro costs (April 28) ........................$1.4194
Dollar buys (April 28) .......................€0.7045
British pound (April 28) ....................... $1.72
Japanese yen (April 28) .....................100.00
South Korean won (April 28) .........1,011.00

Commercial rates
Bahrain (Dinar) ....................................0.3770
British pound .......................$1.6818/0.5946
Canada (Dollar) ................................... 1.1029
China (Yuan) ........................................6.2538
Denmark (Krone) ................................5.3916
Egypt (Pound) ......................................6.9975
Euro ........................................$1.3845/0.7223
Hong Kong (Dollar) ............................. 7.7533
Hungary (Forint) .................................223.85
Israel (Shekel) .....................................3.4725
Japan (Yen) ........................................... 102.01
Kuwait (Dinar) .....................................0.2810
Norway (Krone) ...................................5.9898
Philippines (Peso)................................. 44.79
Poland (Zloty) .......................................... 3.04
Saudi Arabia (Riyal) ...........................3.7506
Singapore (Dollar) ..............................1.2558
South Korea (Won) ......................... 1,040.39
Switzerland (Franc)...............................8805
Thailand (Baht) .....................................32.26
Turkey (New Lira) ...............................2.1337
(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.)

EXCHANGE RATES

INTEREST RATES
Prime rate  ................................................ 3.25
Discount rate  .......................................... 0.75
Federal funds market rate ................... 0.10
3-month bill  ............................................. 0.04
30-year bond  ........................................... 3.45

Postal workers decry Staples program
 BY RIK STEVENS

The Associated Press

CONCORD, N.H.  — Postal 
workers in cities big and small 
protested in front of Staples stores 
on Thursday, objecting to the U.S. 
Postal Service’s pilot program to 
open counters in stores, staffed 
with retail employees.

Rallies were planned at 50 lo-
cations in 27 states. In Concord, 
more than 100 boisterous work-
ers donned bright, blue shirts and 
lined a busy commercial road 
near a Staples store.

“Union busting, we say, ‘No,’ ” 
they chanted, “the Staples deal 
has got to go.”

In New York, about 100 work-
ers marched from the main of-
fice on Eighth Avenue to a Staples 
store about five blocks away, car-
rying signs and chanting, while 
in Washington , more than 200 
people gathered at a Staples, 
drumming on buckets and hold-
ing signs that read: “Stop Staples. 
The US Mail is Not for Sale.”

One of them, postal service 
maintenance mechanic Robert 
Black, called the pilot program “a 
backdoor way of privatizing the 
post office” and taking away jobs 
from postal workers.

“It seems as though they are 
doing whatever they can to break 
down the union,” he said.

Last year, Framingham, Mass.-
based Staples Inc. began offer-
ing postal services under a pilot 
program that now includes some 
80 stores. The American Postal 
Workers Union objects, saying 
well-paid union workers have 
been replaced by low-wage, non-
union workers. A union spokes-
man said postal workers make 
$25  per hour on average, far more 
than retail clerks. The union also 
worries the program will lead to 
post office closures.

John Hegarty, president of the 
National Postal Mail Handlers 
Union, which represents about 
45,000 mail handlers, said the 
outsourcing endangers the sanc-
tity and security of the mail.

“We are highly trained, skilled 
postal employees, and they want 
to give it to employees who really 
don’t know anything about the 
mail,” he said.

Staples customer Jon Lenzner 
in Washington agreed that secu-
rity was a concern.

“While the majority of postal 
workers are honest, it enlarges the 
pool of people who can take pri-
vate, personal information,” said 
Lenzner, a prosecutor. “You have, 
in essence, doubled the pool of 
people who can steal your mail.”

Mark Dimondstein, president 
of the American Postal Workers 
Union, representing 200,000 em-
ployees, called the Staples part-
nership “a dirty deal.”

“It represents a shift of good, 
living-wage jobs to low-wage 
jobs,” Dimondstein said.

Staples spokesman Mark Cau-
tela would not address the work-
ers’ concerns, only saying the 
store is always testing new ways 
to serve its customers.

The dispute comes as the finan-

cially struggling Postal Service 
looks to cut costs and to boost 
revenues.

Postmaster General Patrick 
Donahoe has said the Staples 
program has nothing to do with 
privatization. Rather, it’s a “di-
rect response to the changing 
expectations of customers who 
demand greater convenience and 
a one-stop shopping experience.” 
It’s also an opportunity “to grow 
the business,” the Postal Service 
said in a statement Thursday. 

BUSINESS/WEATHER
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NATION

BY ROB HOTAKAINEN

McClatchy Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — As the 
nation’s only truly legal supplier 
of marijuana, the U.S. govern-
ment keeps tight control of its 
stash, which is grown in a 12-acre 
fenced garden on the campus of 
the University of Mississippi in 
Oxford.

From there, part of the crop is 
shipped to Research Triangle In-
stitute in North Carolina, where 
it’s rolled into cigarettes, all at 
taxpayer expense.

Even though Congress has long 
banned marijuana, the operation 
is legitimate. It’s run by the Na-
tional Institute on Drug Abuse, 
part of the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services, 
which doles out the pot for feder-
ally approved research projects.

While U.S. officials defend their 
monopoly, critics say the govern-
ment is hogging all the pot and 
giving it mainly to researchers 
who want to find harms linked to 
the drug.

U.S. officials say the federal 
government must be the sole sup-
plier of legal marijuana in order 
to comply with a 1961 interna-
tional drug-control treaty. But 
they admit they’ve done relatively 

little to fund pot research projects 
looking for marijuana’s benefits, 
following their mandate to focus 
on abuse and addiction.

“We’ve been studying mari-
juana since our inception. Of 
course, the large majority of that 
research has been on the delete-
rious effects, the harmful effects, 
on cognition, behavior and so 
forth,” said Steven Gust, special 

assistant to the director at the Na-
tional Institute on Drug Abuse, 
which was created in 1974.

With polls showing a major-
ity of Americans supporting le-
galization, pot backers say the 
government should take a more 
evenhanded approach. The Na-
tional Institute on Drug Abuse 
and the White House drug czar 
have become favorite targets to 
accuse of bias, with both prohib-
ited by Congress from spending 
money to do anything to promote 
legalization.

Some critics hope the situation 
will change since federal officials 
 recently approved a University 
of Arizona proposal that will let 
researchers try to determine 
whether smoking or vaporizing 
marijuana could help veterans 
with post-traumatic stress dis-
order . The researchers got the 
green light to provide the equiva-
lent of two joints per day for 50 
veterans.

It was a long time coming.
Suzanne Sisley, clinical as-

sistant professor of internal 
medicine and psychiatry at the 
University of Arizona’s medi-
cal school, said the Health and 
Human Services Department 
waited more than three years to 
approve the project after it was 

first sanctioned by the Food and 
Drug Administration. She said 
the extra federal review should 
be scrapped and that approval by 
the FDA should be sufficient for a 
study to proceed.

“Nobody could explain it — it’s 
indefensible,” she said in an in-
terview. “The only thing we can 
assume is that it is politics trump-
ing science.”

After the long delay, Sisley said 
she’s excited to get started  on the 
project , after  receiving the mari-
juana from the National Institute 
on Drug Abuse. She said pressure 
by veterans helped get the project 
approved.

 Dan Riffle, director of federal 
policies for the Marijuana Policy 
Project, a pro-legalization group, 
said President Barack Obama 
should end the National Institute 
on Drug Abuse’s monopoly and 

remove all other research barri-
ers. The legalization of marijuana
“is inevitable” and more studies
are needed, he said.

“That is exactly why federal
law and policies shouldn’t tie the
hands of scientists by favoring
certain kinds of research over 
others,” Riffle said.

The national institute’s Gust
said the federal government is 
open to the idea of looking for
more medical applications for
marijuana and that it’s a “red 
herring” to say that his agency is
blocking research.

“This is an untruth that’s been
put out there by certain groups,
and quite frankly I wonder if it’s
not having the perverse effect of 
actually decreasing the amount 
of applications and interest in re-
search,” Gust said. 

PHOTOS BY UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI SCHOOL OF PHARMACY/MCT

Marijuana plants grow  at the University of Mississippi in Oxford, which provides the nation’s only truly legal supply of marijuana. Last year, the National Institute on Drug Abuse 
paid the university nearly $847,000 to produce and distribute the drug, which is used mainly for research. Below, a researcher examines a marijuana seedling. 

 Feds accused of steering funding to anti-pot research
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Pro soccer

MLS
EASTERN CONFERENCE

 W L T Pts GF GA
Sporting KC 3 1 2 11 9 4
Columbus 3 1 2 11 9 6
New York 2 2 4 10 12 11
Toronto FC 3 3 0 9 6 7
D.C. 2 2 2 8 6 7
New England 2 3 2 8 5 9
Philadelphia 1 2 5 8 9 10
Houston 2 4 1 7 7 12
Chicago 0 1 6 6 10 11
Montreal 0 4 3 3 6 14

WESTERN CONFERENCE
 W L T Pts GF GA
FC Dallas 5 1 1 16 17 10
Seattle 4 2 1 13 14 11
Real Salt Lake 3 0 4 13 11 6
Colorado 3 1 2 11 8 5
Vancouver 2 2 3 9 10 8
Los Angeles 2 1 2 8 7 4
Chivas USA 1 3 3 6 8 13
Portland 0 3 4 4 8 12
San Jose 0 2 3 3 5 7

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie.

Wednesday’s game
New York 4, Houston 0

Saturday’s games
Philadelphia at Montreal
Colorado at Seattle FC
FC Dallas at D.C. United
New York at Columbus
Sporting Kansas City at New England
Vancouver at Real Salt Lake
Chivas USA at San Jose

Sunday’s game
Portland at Houston

Saturday, May 3
New England at Toronto FC
San Jose at Vancouver
Real Salt Lake at Chicago
Los Angeles at Colorado
Philadelphia at Seattle FC
Houston at Chivas USA
D.C. United at Portland

Sunday, May 4
New York at FC Dallas
Columbus at Sporting Kansas City

NWSL
 W L T Pts GF GA
Seattle 2 0 0 6 6 1
Portland 1 0 1 4 2 1
Western NY 1 1 0 3 3 2
Chicago 1 0 0 3 1 0
Houston 1 1 0 3 3 3
Washington 1 2 0 3 5 7
Sky Blue FC 0 0 2 2 2 2
FC Kansas City 0 1 1 1 2 4
Boston 0 2 0 0 2 6

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie.

Wednesday’s game
Seattle FC 3, Washington 1

Saturday’s games
Washington at Chicago
FC Kansas City at Portland

Sunday’s game
Houston at Seattle FC
Sky Blue FC at Boston

Saturday, May 3
Seattle FC at Washington
Portland at Western New York
Boston at Sky Blue FC
FC Kansas City at Houston

SCOREBOARD

Thursday’s transactions
BASEBALL

MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL — Suspend-
ed N.Y. Yankees RHP Michael Pineda 10 
games for possessing a foreign sub-
stance on his person during Wednes-
day’s game.

American League
BOSTON RED SOX — Optioned RHP Alex 

Wilson to Pawtucket (IL). Reinstated OF 
Shane Victorino from the 15-day DL.

CHICAGO WHITE SOX — Reinstated 2B 
Gordon Beckham from the 15-day DL.

MINNESOTA TWINS — Reassigned RHP 
Matt Guerrier from New Britain (EL) to 
Rochester (IL). Claimed OF Kenny Wilson 
off waivers from Toronto and optioned 
him to New Britain (EL).

NEW YORK YANKEES — Optioned INF 
Dean Anna and RHP Preston Claiborne to 
Scranton/Wilkes-Barre (IL). Transferred 
RHP Ivan Nova to the 60-day DL. Agreed 
to terms with RHP Bruce Billings on a 
one-year contract. Recalled RHP Shane 
Greene from Scranton/Wilkes-Barre.

SEATTLE MARINERS — Optioned INF 
Nick Franklin to Tacoma (PCL) and RHP 
Erasmo Ramirez to High Desert (Cal). Se-
lected the contract of OF Cole Gillespie 
from Tacoma.

TEXAS RANGERS — Named Darren 
Oliver special assistant to the general 
manager.

National League
ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS — Placed 

OF Mark Trumbo on the 15-day DL. Re-
called OF Roger Kieschnick from Reno 
(PCL).

ATLANTA BRAVES — Sent RHP Gavin 
Floyd to Gwinnett (IL) for a rehab assign-
ment.

CHICAGO CUBS — Placed OF Justin 
Ruggiano on the 15-day DL. Optioned 
RHP Blake Parker to Iowa (PCL). Recalled 
LHP Zac Rosscup and RHP Neil Ramirez 
from Iowa.

MILWAUKEE BREWERS — Optioned 
RHP Alfredo Figaro to Nashville (PCL). 
Reinstated RHP Brandon Kintzler from 
the 15-day DL.

PITTSBURGH PIRATES — Optioned 
RHP Jared Hughes to Indianapolis (IL). 
Recalled RHP Brandon Cumpton from In-
dianapolis.

SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS — Assigned 
2B Nick Noonan to San Jose (Cal).

Atlantic League
LONG ISLAND DUCKS — Signed RHP 

Brad Holt.
Frontier League

FRONTIER GREYS — Signed 3B Greg 
Bachman and LHP Jarret Leverett.

SCHAUMBURG BOOMERS — Released 
RHP Tony Delmonico.

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association

NBA — Fined Charlotte F Josh McRob-
erts $20,000 for making unnecessary and 
excessive contact with Miami F LeBron 
James during Wednesday’s game.

FOOTBALL
National Football League

BUFFALO BILLS — Named Gerald Dixon 
pro scout.

DALLAS COWBOYS — Signed QB Caleb 
Hanie.

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS — Signed LB 
Josh Hull.

SEATTLE SEAHAWKS — Announced the 
retirement of CB Marcus Trufant.

HOCKEY
National Hockey League

MONTREAL CANADIENS — Signed Fs 
Daniel Carr to a two-year, entry-level 
contract and Connor Crisp to a three-
year, entry-level contract.

COLLEGE
SOUTHERN CONFERENCE — Named 

Joe Tauber coordinator of wrestling of-
ficials.

AUBURN — Named Harris Adler men’s 
assistant basketball coach.

CALDWELL — Named Ken Yokobosky 
bowling coach.

CALIFORNIA — Announced senior G 
Ricky Kreklow is transferring.

COLLEGE OF CHARLESTON — Named 
Candice Jackson women’s basketball 
coach.

COLORADO — Announced G Spencer 
Dinwiddie will enter the NBA Draft.

MARSHALL — Named Dan D’Antoni 
men’s basketball coach.

NEBRASKA — Announced men’s bas-
ketball F Moses Abraham Ayegba is 
transferring from Georgetown.

NORTHLAND — Announced the resig-
nation of men’s hockey coach Steve Fa-
biilli to become women’s coach at Con-
cordia (Wis.).

Deals

Thursday’s scores
EAST

Castleton St. 3-18, New England Coll. 
0-0

Mass. Maritime 7, Wentworth Tech 1
Old Westbury 13, Baruch 2

SOUTH
Brewton-Parker 11-4, Spring Hill 4-0
Georgia College 6, Winston-Salem 3

MIDWEST
Doane 11-4, Hastings 0-3

TOURNAMENTS
Conference Carolinas

Erskine 11, Limestone 8
King (Tenn.) 6, Pfeiffer 5, 10 innings
Mount Olive 3, Barton 1

KIAC Conference Tournament
Second Round

Alice Lloyd 9, Berea 6
Asbury 18, Brescia 6
Indiana-Southeast 9, Brescia 1
Point Park 6, Berea 2

ODAC
Shenandoah 7, Hampden-Sydney 1
Lynchburg 3, Randolph-Macon 1, 10 

innings 

College baseball

Barcelona Open
Thursday

At Barcelona, Spain
Purse: $2.94 million (WT500)

Surface: Clay-Outdoor
Singles

Third Round
Kei Nishikori (4), Japan, def. Andrey

Golubev, Kazakhstan, 6-0, 6-4.
Teymuraz Gabashvili, Russia, def. Ini-

go Cervantes, Spain, 6-4, 6-2.
Ernests Gulbis (9), Latvia, def. Albert

Montanes, Spain, 7-5, 6-1.
Nicolas Almagro (6), Spain, def. Fer-

nando Verdasco (11), Spain, 6-3, 6-3.
Philipp Kohlschreiber (10), Germany,

def. Jurgen Melzer, Austria, 7-5, 6-3.
Marin Cilic (12), Croatia, def. Tommy

Robredo (5), Spain, 7-5, 6-7 (3), 7-6 (5).
Santiago Giraldo, Colombia, def. Dom-

inic Thiem, Austria, 4-6, 6-4, 7-5.
Rafael Nadal (1), Spain, def. Ivan 

Dodig, Croatia, 6-3, 6-3.
Doubles

Quarterfinals
Jesse Huta Galung, Netherlands, and 

Stephane Robert, France, def. Somdev
Devvarman, India, and Ante Pavic, Croa-
tia, 4-6, 6-3, 10-5.

Nastase Tiriac Trophy
Thursday

At Bucharest, Romania
Purse: $670,500 (WT250)
Surface: Clay-Outdoor

Singles
Second Round

Denis Istomin, Uzbekistan, def. Adrian 
Ungur, Romania, 4-6, 6-0, 6-3.

Robin Haase, Netherlands, def. Mikhail
Youzhny (2), Russia, 6-3, 6-3.

Gael Monfils (3), France, def. Ricardas
Berankis, Lithuania, 6-1, 6-3.

Paul-Henri Mathieu, France, def. Mari-
us Copil, Romania, 6-3, 6-2.

Doubles
Quarterfinals

Mariusz Fyrstenberg and Marcin Mat-
kowski (3), Poland, def. Julian Knowle,
Austria, and Vasek Pospisil, Canada,
walkover.

Jamie Murray, Britain, and John Peers,
Australia, def. Daniele Bracciali and An-
dreas Seppi, Italy, 6-1, 6-2.

Grand Prix SAR
Thursday

At Marrakech, Morocco
Purse: $250,000 (Intl.)
Surface: Clay-Outdoor

Singles
Second Round

Yvonne Meusburger (3), Austria, def. 
Estrella Cabeza Candela, Spain, 6-0, 6-2.

Romina Oprandi, Switzerland, def. 
Beatriz Garcia Vidagany, Spain, 6-2, 5-7, 
6-2.

Maria-Teresa Torro-Flor, Spain, def. 
Lara Arruabarrena, Spain, 6-1, 6-2.

Polona Hercog, Slovenia, def. Alison
Van Uytvanck, Belgium, 6-1, 6-4.

Doubles
Quarterfinals

Sandra Klemenschits, Austria, and
Andreja Klepac (2), Slovenia, def. Julia
Glushko and Shahar Peer, Israel, 6-3, 6-3.

Garbine Muguruza, Spain, and Romina
Oprandi, Switzerland, def. Irina Burya-
chok, Ukraine, and Valeria Solovyeva, 
Russia, 6-4, 2-6, 10-6.

Katarzyna Piter, Poland, and Maryna
Zanevska, Ukraine, def. Stephanie Foretz 
Gacon, France, and Eva Hrdinova, Czech
Republic, 6-2, 6-1.

Porsche Grand Prix
Thursday

At Stuttgart, Germany
Purse: $710,000 (Premier)

Surface: Clay-Indoor
Singles

Second Round
Agnieszka Radwanska (1), Poland, def. 

Roberta Vinci, Italy, 6-3, 6-2.
Maria Sharapova (6), Russia, def. An-

astasia Pavlyuchenkova, Russia, 6-4, 6-3.
Jelena Jankovic (5), Serbia, def. Flavia 

Pennetta, Italy, 3-6, 6-2, 6-3.
Ana Ivanovic (9), Serbia, def. Julia Go-

erges, Germany, 1-6, 6-2, 6-3.
Carla Suarez Navarro, Spain, def. An-

gelique Kerber (4), Germany, 7-5, 6-4.
Svetlana Kuznetsova, Russia, def. Si-

mona Halep (2), Romania, 7-5, 7-6 (4).
Doubles

Quarterfinals
Sara Errani and Roberta Vinci (1), Ita-

ly, def. Teodora Mircic, Serbia, and Laura 
Thorpe, France, 6-2, 6-2.

Jelena Jankovic, Serbia, and Alisa 
Kleybanova, Russia, def. Diana Mar-
cinkevica, Latvia, and Aliaksandra Sas-
novich, Belarus, 6-3, 6-0.

Cara Black, Zimbabwe, and Sania Mir-
za (2), India, def. Kristina Barrois and An-
nika Beck, Germany, 6-3, 2-6, 10-8.

Tennis

Zurich Classic
PGA Tour
Thursday

At TPC Louisiana
Avondale, La.

Purse: $6.8 million
Yardage: 7,425; Par: 72 (36-36)

First Round
Ben Martin 30-32—62 -10
Andrew Svoboda 34-30—64 -8
Peter Hanson 32-33—65 -7
Seung-Yul Noh 34-31—65 -7
Erik Compton 34-32—66 -6
Chad Collins 32-34—66 -6
Michael Thompson 36-30—66 -6
Jeff Overton 32-35—67 -5
Stuart Appleby 34-33—67 -5
Robert Streb 34-33—67 -5
Doug LaBelle II 34-34—68 -4
David Lingmerth 34-34—68 -4
David Duval 35-33—68 -4
Charles Howell III 34-34—68 -4
J.J. Henry 31-37—68 -4
D.H. Lee 34-34—68 -4
Sang-Moon Bae 34-34—68 -4
Charley Hoffman 35-33—68 -4
Will Wilcox 34-34—68 -4
Graham DeLaet 34-35—69 -3
Carl Pettersson 35-34—69 -3
Nick Watney 34-35—69 -3
Rory Sabbatini 34-35—69 -3
Keegan Bradley 35-34—69 -3
Cameron Beckman 36-33—69 -3
Chris DiMarco 33-36—69 -3
Roberto Castro 35-34—69 -3
Joe Durant 34-35—69 -3
Chris Stroud 35-34—69 -3
Kevin Kisner 35-34—69 -3
Brice Garnett 32-37—69 -3
John Merrick 33-36—69 -3
Spencer Levin 36-33—69 -3
Kevin Foley 34-35—69 -3
Shawn Stefani 37-32—69 -3
Luke Guthrie 36-34—70 -2
Padraig Harrington 36-34—70 -2
Chad Campbell 37-33—70 -2
Martin Laird 36-34—70 -2
John Senden 36-34—70 -2
Ben Curtis 35-35—70 -2
Charlie Wi 33-37—70 -2
Ricky Barnes 34-36—70 -2
Tim Wilkinson 36-34—70 -2
Kevin Tway 33-37—70 -2
Alex Prugh 34-36—70 -2
Scott McCarron 36-34—70 -2
Morgan Hoffmann 32-38—70 -2
Andres Romero 35-35—70 -2
Vijay Singh 34-36—70 -2
Scott Langley 36-34—70 -2
Bronson La’Cassie 34-36—70 -2
Lee Williams 35-35—70 -2
Paul Casey 36-35—71 -1
Dicky Pride 37-34—71 -1
Briny Baird 35-36—71 -1
Kyle Stanley 38-33—71 -1
Tommy Gainey 35-36—71 -1
Sean O’Hair 35-36—71 -1
Will MacKenzie 34-37—71 -1
Greg Chalmers 36-35—71 -1
Richard H. Lee 36-35—71 -1
Max Homa 35-36—71 -1
Troy Merritt 36-35—71 -1
Billy Hurley III 39-32—71 -1
Tag Ridings 37-34—71 -1
Jerry Kelly 35-36—71 -1
Danny Lee 38-33—71 -1
Mark Calcavecchia 35-36—71 -1
David Hearn 39-32—71 -1
Justin Rose 35-36—71 -1
Boo Weekley 35-36—71 -1
Derek Ernst 37-34—71 -1
Robert Allenby 36-35—71 -1
Lucas Glover 36-35—71 -1
J.B. Holmes 36-35—71 -1
Ryan Palmer 35-36—71 -1
Bud Cauley 35-36—71 -1
Andrew Loupe 37-34—71 -1
Brooks Koepka 36-35—71 -1
Edward Loar 36-35—71 -1
Ken Looper 35-36—71 -1
Nicholas Thompson 39-33—72 E
Martin Flores 38-34—72 E
Tim Petrovic 37-35—72 E
Retief Goosen 36-36—72 E
Ted Potter, Jr. 38-34—72 E
Geoff Ogilvy 36-36—72 E
Rich Beem 37-35—72 E
Troy Matteson 36-36—72 E
John Mallinger 35-37—72 E
Mark Anderson 36-36—72 E
Fabian Gomez 36-36—72 E
Camilo Villegas 37-35—72 E
Freddie Jacobson 36-36—72 E
Daniel Summerhays 35-37—72 E
Ernie Els 36-36—72 E
Y.E. Yang 37-35—72 E
Brian Davis 38-34—72 E
Kevin Chappell 38-34—72 E
Alex Aragon 38-34—72 E
Ken Duke 38-35—73 +1
Robert Garrigus 35-38—73 +1
Benjamin Alvarado 37-36—73 +1
Josh Teater 38-35—73 +1
David Toms 36-37—73 +1
D.A. Points 39-34—73 +1
Brendan Steele 35-38—73 +1
Scott Verplank 38-35—73 +1
Cameron Tringale 35-38—73 +1
Russell Knox 36-37—73 +1
Hudson Swafford 38-35—73 +1
Tyrone VanAswegen 36-37—73 +1
William McGirt 36-38—74 +2
Kevin Stadler 36-38—74 +2
Harrison Frazar 37-37—74 +2
Mike Weir 37-37—74 +2
Peter Malnati 38-36—74 +2
Brady Watt 36-38—74 +2
Scott Gardiner 37-37—74 +2
John Rollins 35-39—74 +2
Trevor Immelman 37-37—74 +2
Stephen Ames 38-36—74 +2
Patrick Reed 36-38—74 +2
Billy Horschel 35-39—74 +2
Scott Stallings 38-36—74 +2
Jonathan Byrd 39-35—74 +2
Heath Slocum 35-39—74 +2
Bo Van Pelt 39-35—74 +2
Wes Roach 36-38—74 +2
Brad Fritsch 36-38—74 +2
Jim Herman 38-36—74 +2

Swinging Skirts Classic
LPGA Tour

Friday
At Lake Merced Golf Club

Daly City, Calif.
Purse: $1.8 million

Yardage: 6,507; Par: 72 (36-36)
Completed First Round

a-amateur
Karine Icher 34-32—66 -6
Lydia Ko 35-33—68 -4
Ilhee Lee 34-34—68 -4
Maria McBride 31-37—68 -4
Dewi Claire Schreefel 35-33—68 -4
Jenny Shin 33-35—68 -4
Christel Boeljon 35-34—69 -3
Hyo Joo Kim 33-36—69 -3
Stacy Lewis 33-36—69 -3
Mo Martin 34-35—69 -3
Morgan Pressel 37-32—69 -3
Carlota Ciganda 37-33—70 -2
Wei Ling Hsu 34-36—70 -2
Hee Young Park 34-36—70 -2
Suzann Pettersen 33-37—70 -2
Huei-Ju Shih 35-35—70 -2
Julieta Granada 35-36—71 -1
Hee-Won Han 37-34—71 -1
Mi Jung Hur 36-35—71 -1
Jennifer Johnson 34-37—71 -1
Brittany Lang 36-35—71 -1
Paola Moreno 36-35—71 -1
Jaclyn Sweeney 34-37—71 -1
Heather Bowie Young 35-37—72 E
Katie M. Burnett 34-38—72 E
a-Ssu-Chia Cheng 35-37—72 E
Haeji Kang 35-37—72 E
I.K. Kim 36-36—72 E
Mi Hyang Lee 37-35—72 E
Brittany Lincicome 37-35—72 E
Mika Miyazato 36-36—72 E
Anna Nordqvist 36-36—72 E
Pornanong Phatlum 35-37—72 E
Gerina Piller 37-35—72 E
Lizette Salas 36-36—72 E
Giulia Sergas 37-35—72 E
Line Vedel 37-35—72 E
Michelle Wie 37-35—72 E
Sun Young Yoo 37-35—72 E
Sandra Changkija 35-38—73 +1
Jodi Ewart Shadoff 38-35—73 +1
Sandra Gal 37-36—73 +1
Jaye Marie Green 35-38—73 +1
Charley Hull 36-37—73 +1
Juli Inkster 35-38—73 +1
Eun-Hee Ji 37-36—73 +1
Tiffany Joh 35-38—73 +1
Ariya Jutanugarn 37-36—73 +1
Danielle Kang 38-35—73 +1
Cristie Kerr 35-38—73 +1
Christina Kim 37-36—73 +1
Ya Huei Lu 35-38—73 +1
Catriona Matthew 37-36—73 +1
Ryann O’Toole 37-36—73 +1
Inbee Park 36-37—73 +1
Ashleigh Simon 37-36—73 +1
Ayako Uehara 36-37—73 +1
Nicole Castrale 38-36—74 +2
Na Yeon Choi 35-39—74 +2
Cydney Clanton 39-35—74 +2
Paz Echeverria 37-37—74 +2
Shanshan Feng 36-38—74 +2
Yu-Ling Hsieh 37-37—74 +2
Moriya Jutanugarn 37-37—74 +2
Katherine Kirk 37-37—74 +2
P.K. Kongkraphan 40-34—74 +2
Babe Liu 40-34—74 +2
Caroline Masson 38-36—74 +2
Sydnee Michaels 33-41—74 +2
Ai Miyazato 38-36—74 +2
Alena Sharp 37-37—74 +2
Alison Walshe 37-37—74 +2
Karrie Webb 37-37—74 +2
Hsin-Ning Yeh 36-38—74 +2
Amy Anderson 37-38—75 +3
Chella Choi 36-39—75 +3
Austin Ernst 38-37—75 +3
Veronica Felibert 37-38—75 +3
Katie Futcher 39-36—75 +3
Megan Grehan 38-37—75 +3
Mina Harigae 37-38—75 +3
Jeong Jang 37-38—75 +3
Sue Kim 39-36—75 +3
Candie Kung 38-37—75 +3
Jee Young Lee 39-36—75 +3
Meena Lee 37-38—75 +3
Min Lee 37-38—75 +3
Lisa McCloskey 40-35—75 +3
Belen Mozo 38-37—75 +3
Haru Nomura 37-38—75 +3
Brooke Pancake 36-39—75 +3
Sarah Jane Smith 38-37—75 +3
Mariajo Uribe 40-35—75 +3
Lindsey Wright 38-37—75 +3
Marina Alex 38-38—76 +4
Pei-Yun Chien 37-39—76 +4
Paula Creamer 38-38—76 +4
Natalie Gulbis 38-38—76 +4
Caroline Hedwall 37-39—76 +4
Jimin Kang 36-40—76 +4
Mirim Lee 39-37—76 +4
Azahara Munoz 38-38—76 +4
Beatriz Recari 40-36—76 +4
So Yeon Ryu 39-37—76 +4
Thidapa Suwannapura 40-36—76 +4
Amy Yang 41-35—76 +4
Pei-Lin Yu 39-37—76 +4   

Volvo China Open
Thursday

At Shenzhen, China
Purse: $3.25 million

Yardage: 7,145; Par: 72 (36-36)
Second round

Alexander Levy, France 68-62—130
Adrian Otaegui, Spain 68-66—134
Alvaro Quiros, Spain 67-68—135
R. Jacquelin, France 69-67—136
Mikko Ilonen, Finland 69-68—137
R. Ramsay, Scotland 69-68—137
T. Fleetwood, England 70-68—138
Simon Dyson, England 67-71—138
Robert-Jan Derksen, Netherlands 70-69—139
Andy Sullivan, England 71-68—139
Chris Doak, Scotland 71-68—139
S. Jamieson, Scotland 71-68—139
T. Hatton, England 68-71—139

Golf

April 26
1905 — Jack McCarthy of the Cubs be-

comes the only outfielder in major league 
history to throw out three runners at the 
plate, each of whom became the second 
out of a double play. The victims were 
the Pittsburgh Pirates in a 2-1 loss.

1950 — The University of Miami ends 
the longest winning streak in collegiate 
tennis by defeating William & Mary 8-1. 
William & Mary, unbeaten in five years, 
had won 82 consecutive meets.

1964 — The Boston Celtics capture 
their sixth consecutive NBA title with 
a 105-99 victory over the San Francisco 
Warriors in Game 5 of the finals.

1995 — The Colorado Rockies post an 
11-9 victory over the New York Mets in 14 
innings, tying the NL record for innings 
played in a season opener.

2002 — Odalis Perez of Los Angeles 
faces the minimum 27 batters in his first 
career shutout. Perez was perfect for six 
innings in a 10-0 win over the Cubs at 
Chicago’s Wrigley Field.

2005 — Alex Rodriguez hits three 
home runs and drives in a career-high 10 
runs to lead the New York Yankees over 
the Los Angeles Angels 12-4.

2008 — Michigan tackle Jake Long is 
officially selected by the Miami Dolphins 
with the top pick in the NFL Draft. St. Lou-
is selects Chris Long of Virginia second.

2012 — Stanford quarterback Andrew 
Luck is selected first overall in the NFL 
Draft by the Indianapolis Colts, followed 
by Baylor QB Robert Griffin III, who is 
taken by the Washington Redskins.

AP sportlight

Fight schedule
April 26

At Oberhausen, Germany, Wladimir
Klitschko, vs. Alex Leapai, 12, for Klitsch-
ko’s IBF-WBO-IBO-WBA Super World
heavyweight titles; Joseph Parker vs. 
Sherman Williams, 10, heavyweights.

At Sonora, Mexico, Juan Francisco
Estrada vs. Richie Mepranum, 12, for Es-
trada’s WBA Super World-WBO flyweight
titles.

At StubHub Center, Carson, Calif.,
Keith Thurman vs. Julio Diaz, 12, for Thur-
man’s interim WBA World welterweight 
title; Omar Figueroa Jr. vs. Jerry Belmon-
tes, 12, for Figueroa’s WBC lightweight ti-
tle; Lucas Matthysse vs. John Molina, 12,
junior Welterweights; Antonio Orozco vs. 
Martin Honorio, 10, junior welterweights; 
Jermall Charlo vs. James Winchester, 10, 
light middleweights.

Boxing
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team will tell you how fast that 
No. 4 car is, whether in a race or 
a test. Although they’ve had me-
chanical issues, they’ve shown 
incredible speed. Harvick and 
Rodney Childers are the perfect 
couple right now. I think Harvick 
is on a mission to prove he made 
the right move by leaving Richard 
Childress Racing, and his team is 
focused and committed.”

Harvick, 38, has as good a 
chance as anyone to win his third 
race of the season on Saturday. 
He has won two of the last five 
races at Richmond, including last 
spring’s event.

“I grew up racing on a lot of 
really flat racetracks, and Rich-
mond is one of those tracks where 
the tires wear out a lot and it’s 
very line-sensitive,” said Har-
vick, who took part in a Good-

Around the track

SPRINT CUP

This week: Toyota Owners 400 at 
Richmond, Va.

TV: Delayed, AFN-Xtra, noon 
Sunday CET.

Track: Richmond International 
Raceway (oval, 0.75 miles).

Race distance: 300 miles, 400 
laps.

Last year: Kevin Harvick drove from 
seventh to first in a two-lap overtime 
sprint to the finish. Clint Bowyer was 
second.

Last race: Harvick won the South-
ern 500 on April 12 at Darlington to 
become the first repeat winner this 
season. Dale Earnhardt Jr. finished 
second.

Fast fact: Richard Petty won a 
record 13 times at the track.

 Next race: Aaron’s 499, May 4, Tal-
ladega Superspeedway, Talladega, Ala.

Online: nascar.com
—  Capsules by the Associated Press

Driver standings
 1. Jeff Gordon .......................... 297
 2. Matt Kenseth ....................... 296
 3. Carl Edwards ....................... 278
 4. Dale Earnhardt Jr. ..................271
 5. Jimmie Johnson ....................270
 6. Kyle Busch ........................... 269
 7. Brad Keselowski ................... 246
 8. Joey Logano ......................... 245
 9. Ryan Newman ..................... 236
10. Austin Dillon ........................ 235
11. Greg Biffle............................ 227
12. Tony Stewart ........................ 224
13. Brian Vickers ....................... 224
14. Kyle Larson .......................... 223
15. Denny Hamlin ...................... 223
16. Clint Bowyer .........................219
17. Marcos Ambrose ...................216
18. Paul Menard ........................ 206
19. AJ Allmendinger ................... 202
20. Jamie McMurray ...................195

AUTO RACING

NATIONWIDE SERIES

This week: ToyotaCare 250 at Rich-
mond, Va.

TV: Delayed, AFN-Xtra, 9 a.m. Sat-
urday CET.

Track: Richmond International Race-
way (oval, 0.75 miles).

Race distance: 300 miles, 400 laps.
Last year: Brad Keselowski took the 

lead from Kyle Busch with 10 laps to 
go and held off Kevin Harvick.

Last race: Chase Elliott won at Dar-
lington on April 11 . 

Online: nascar.com

CAMPING WORLD TRUCK

Next race: SFP 250, May 9, Kansas 
Speedway, Kansas City, Mo.

Last race:  Matt Crafton won  at Mar-
tinsville on March 30.

Online: nascar.com

NHRA MELLO YELLO 
DRAG RACING

This week: NHRA SpringNationals 
at Baytown, Texas.

TV: Delayed, AFN-Sports, 9 a.m. 
Tuesday CET; 4 p.m. Tuesday JKT.

Track: Royal Purple Raceway.
Last year: Cruz Pedregon won in 

Funny Car, Bob Vandergriff Jr. won in 
Top Fuel, Jason Line topped the Pro 
Stock field, and Hector Arana Jr. won 
in Pro Stock Motorcycle.

Last event: Robert Hight won the 
Four-Wide Nationals in Concord, N.C., 
on April 13 in Funny Car. Other winners 
were Antron Brown (Top Fuel), Jimmy 
Alund (Pro Stock) and Andrew Hines 
(Pro Stock Motorcycle).

Online: nhra.com

VERIZON INDYCAR

This week: Grand Prix of Alabama at 
Birmingham, Ala.

TV: Delayed, AFN-Xtra, 9 a.m. Mon-
day CET.

Track: Barber Motorsports Park 
(road course, 2.38 miles).

Race distance: 214.2 miles, 90 laps.
Last year: Andretti Autosport’s Ryan 

Hunter-Reay raced to the first of his 
two 2013 victories.

Last race: Ed Carpenter Racing’s 
Mike Conway won at Long Beach on 
April 13, taking the lead when Dixon 
stopped for fuel two laps from the 
finish.

 Online: indycar.com

FORMULA ONE

Next race: Spanish Grand Prix, May 
11, Circuit de Catalunya, Barcelona, 
Spain.

Last week: Mercedes’ Lewis Hamil-
ton won the Chinese Grand Prix for his 
third straight victory.

Online: formula1.com

OTHER RACES

WORLD OF OUTLAWS
Sprint Car: Friday, Salina Highbanks 

Speedway, Salina, Okla.; Saturday, 
Federated Auto Parts Raceway at I-
55, Pevely, Mo. Late Model: Saturday, 
Farmer City Raceway, Farmer City, Ill. 
Super DirtCar: Saturday, Fulton Speed-
way, Fulton, N.Y. Online: worldofout-
laws.com

ARCA RACING SERIES
Sprint Car: Federated Auto Parts 

200, Sunday, Salem Speedway, Salem, 
Ind. Online: arcaracing.com

Driver to watch

No active driver has had quite the success at 
Richmond that Kyle Busch has enjoyed.

That’s because Busch has won four times at 
the track. He’s also had 12 top-five finishes 
and 13 top-10 finishes, which means when 
he doesn’t win he’s usually not far behind. His 
average running position grades out to 7.8, and 

his driver rating of 111.9 at Richmond is second 
only to Denny Hamlin.

Busch has already won a race this year, which 
means he’s automatically qualified 

for the Chase for the 
Championship and can turn 
it loose.

BRANDON WADE, FORT WORTH STAR-TELEGRAM/MCT

Kevin Harvick’s pit crew races to change tires and refuel their car during the Nationwide Series race at 
Texas Motor Speedway on April 4.

Chasing consistency
Harvick looking for balance after two early victories

‘ Although they’ve 
had mechanical is-
sues, they’ve shown 
incredible speed. ’

Darrell Waltrip
NASCAR Hall of Famer

BY RANDY COVITZ

The Kansas City Star

He may be 22nd in the NAS-
CAR Sprint Cup points standings, 
but no one is in better shape than 
Kevin Harvick.

In the new, win-and-you’re-
in format for the Chase for the 
Sprint Cup, Harvick is the only 
driver with two victories this 
season, one of them in the most 
recent race, the Southern 500 at 
Darlington, S.C.

But Harvick, in his first season 
with Stewart-Haas Racing, and 
crew chief Rodney Childers are 
looking for consistency when the 
season resumes Saturday night 
at Richmond International Race-
way in Virginia.

In Harvick’s two wins this 
year, he dominated. At Phoenix, 
he led 224 of the 312 laps, and at 
Darlington, he led 238 of the 374 
laps. But mechanical issues have 
contributed to four finishes of 
36th or worse.

That’s why Childers isn’t satis-
fied, even though the No. 4 Chev-
rolet team is all but assured of a 
spot in the Chase.

“Anybody that knows me, if 
we’re not the fastest car in prac-
tice, I’m not happy,” Childers 
said. “And if we don’t sit on the 
pole, I’m not happy. And if we 
don’t win the race, I’m not happy.

“We’ve just got to keep work-
ing to make our team better, and 
I think the way we’ve got to make 
our team better is to keep bring-
ing good cars and keep trying to 
win races.”

NASCAR Hall of Famer and 
Fox analyst Darrell Waltrip has 
been impressed with Harvick’s 
start to the season.

“They’re almost in a league of 
their own,” Waltrip said. “Any 

year tire test last week at Kansas
Speedway and won last fall’s race
at the track. “It’s just a track that 
really fits my driving style.

“I always feel, going back to
Richmond, that we should run
well all night and have a chance
to win the race. So, my expecta-
tions aren’t anything less than
that.”

In last year’s spring race, it ap-
peared Juan Pablo Montoya was
on his way to earning his first win
on an oval until a caution came
with four laps remaining. Har-
vick decided to pit for fresh tires
with Montoya and the other lead-
ers, while three others elected to
stay out.

When the race went green for
the final restart, Harvick was 
able to plow through traffic, driv-
ing from seventh to Victory Lane
ahead of Clint Bowyer for his
third career win at Richmond.

“There were a lot of guys gam-
bling. Tires were everything at
the end. . . . It looked like we were
in two different ZIP codes as far
as speed, just for the fact that
when my four tires took off . . . it
looked like I was shot out of a can-
non. The biggest thing I learned 
was that if it comes down to that 
situation again, I’m coming to pit
road to put four tires on it.”

JEFF SINER, CHARLOTTE OBSERVER/MCT

NASCAR driver Kevin Harvick 
has won two Sprint Cup races 
this season, but mechanical 
issues have contributed to four 
finishes of 36th or worse.
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dropped his challenge with no 
reduction.

Red Sox catcher A.J. Pierzyn-
ski understood why Pineda used 
the pine tar.

“I don’t have a problem with
guys that do it,” he said. “I know
as a hitter, I want to get in there
and know the guy has a grip.

“Put it on your hat, put it on 
your pants, your belt, put it on
your glove, whatever you have to
do. You just can’t do it that bla-
tantly. That was what the biggest 
issue was. No one has an issue 
with him doing it. It’s just more of
the fact that it’s so blatant.”

Collins also was caught off 
guard by the blatant nature of 
Pineda’s offense.

“You’ve got to be a little bit dis-
creet,” he said. “You can’t just, 
like, walk out with a pine tar bot-
tle. I was a little surprised when I
saw the replay last night that that
was quite as evident as that. But 
you could check every pitcher. I’m
sure there would be a lot of guys
that would have something.”

Indeed, that’s makes skippers 
wary of being too eager to accuse
opposing pitchers of using pine
tar.

That line of thinking goes: Once
I make the
umpires 
check 
your 
pitcher, 
you’re 
going 
to tell
them to
check my
pitcher.

“No 
manager, 
no pitch-
ing coach,
no group
of pitch-

ers wants to be checked on all the
time, because there’s going to be 
a lot more people found guilty,”
Tampa Bay Rays manager Joe
Maddon said.

San Diego’s Black mentioned 
that some catchers apply pine
tar to their shin guards so they
can use it to help get better grips
when they need to try to throw 
out a potential base stealer, for
example.

Padres pitching coach Dar-
ren Balsley said players haven’t
asked him how to scuff a baseball
or use pine tar.

But if one did, he said, “I would 
try to teach him how to use a rosin
bag.”

“For some reason, the rosin bag
is a lost art,” Balsley said. “Guys
don’t know how to use rosin the
way they used to, so perhaps
they’re finding something differ-
ent to use.”

Maddon thinks pitchers’ use 
of pine tar could be allowed one
day.

“I do believe you’re going to see 
some kind of remarks or issuance
regarding how to deal with this in
the future, more of a legalization
of it,” he said. “It’s got to be legal-
ized at some point.”

Storen’s not so sure that’s a
good idea, saying: “It’s kind of a
can of worms if you say, ‘OK, now 
you can doctor the baseball.’ ”
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MLB
5 reasons it’s hard 
to enforce Rule 8.02(b)

Michael Pineda was suspended for 
10 games for having a glob of pine tar 
on his neck to rub on his hands to grip 
the ball on a chilly night. Here are five 
reasons it’s not easy to crack down on 
pitchers willing to bend Rule 8.02(b), 
which bars them from having “any 
foreign substance” in their possession 
or on their body during a game:

1 It’s easy to get: Saliva, soap, 
Vaseline — and yes, pine tar 
— are all readily available. 
Pine tar is legal in baseball, 

but only for hitters. According to the 
game’s official rules, the bat handle 
can be covered with any material to 
improve a hitter’s grip — as long as 
the substance doesn’t extend past 18 
inches.

2 Indifference in the league: 
Pine tar has rarely caused 
much of a stir unless its use is 
unusually blatant. Pineda was 

spotted with a brown gooey substance 
on his right hand in a game against 
the Red Sox on April 10. It was only 
after he took the mound Wednesday 
with an odd-looking streak on his neck 
— again against Boston — that the 
Red Sox asked an umpire to check 
him. Detroit Tigers manager Brad Aus-
mus, a former catcher, said Thursday: 
“I do think pitchers using pine tar isn’t 
as big a deal as it’s being made out to 
be. It’s more about getting a grip.”

3 It’s easy to hide: Aside 
from constant, airport-style 
searches by umpires, it’s hard 
to think of a foolproof way to 

prevent doctoring the ball.
In 1987, Philadelphia pitcher Kevin 

Gross was suspended 10 days after 
he was caught with sandpaper in his 
glove. That same year, Minnesota’s 
Joe Niekro got 10 days for carrying 
an emery board and sandpaper in his 
pocket. But instances like that are rare 
— and even with all the cameras at 
major league games now, hiding a tiny 
object used to scuff the ball wouldn’t 
be impossible.

4 Sticky situations arise in 
other sports, too: Baseball 
players aren’t the only ones 
willing to go to creative lengths 

to get a grip.
England cricket captain Mike Ather-

ton was caught on television using dry 
soil from his pocket to rub into the ball 
during a 1994 international between 
England and South Africa. He was 
fined and insisted he had been using 
the soil to dry his hands on a humid 
day, but acknowledged he had not 
admitted to having soil in his pocket 
when questioned by a referee.

Several international teams have 
also admitted to using candy to 
change the ball. Fielders suck on 
sugary candy and rub the saliva into 
the ball, creating a smooth and shiny 
surface. A shiny-scuffed ball would not 
behave the same as an untouched ball 
and in theory be harder for the batters 
to hit.

5 There’s a slight risk, and big 
reward: Pitchers — and bat-
ters, too — have been trying 
to get an edge for decades, 

but in terms of long suspensions and 
public shame, doctoring a ball or 
corking a bat doesn’t seem to reso-
nate in the same way as the use of 
performance-enhancing drugs. Some 
pitchers may still feel they have little to 
lose by trying an illegal substance on 
the mound. Pineda was suspended for 
10 games while drug suspensions can 
be far longer.

— Noah Trister
The Associated Press

The Associated Press

DETROIT — Miguel Cabrera 
drove in three runs and Max 
Scherzer struck out 10 as the 
Detroit Tigers beat the Chicago 
White Sox 7-4 Thursday.

Cabrera hit a pair of two-out 
singles for his RBIs. Rajai Davis 
homered, doubled, singled and 
drove in two runs.

“I’m just trying to hit the ball 
into a hole,” Cabrera said. “You 
have to be able to use the bat to 
hit the pitch where they give you 
room.”

Scherzer (2-1) allowed two runs 
in six innings.

“There’s a reason he’s the Cy 
Young winner,” said Adam Dunn, 
who homered off Scherzer. “You 
go against (Justin) Verlander one 
night and then you have to go 
against Scherzer, and they are 
both just so tough. They have so 
many pitches that they can throw 
for strikes that you are always in 
trouble against them.”

Joe Nathan pitched the ninth 
for his fourth save in six tries. He 
got the final two outs on a strike-
out where Jose Abreu was called 
for interfering with catcher Bryan 
Holaday’s throw to second base 
on a stolen-base attempt.

Jose Quintana (1-1) allowed 
three runs in six innings.

Twins 9, Rays 7: Aaron Hicks 
hit a three-run homer and Kurt 

Suzuki drove in three runs as vis-
iting Minnesota beat Tampa Bay.

Indians 5, Royals 1: Corey 
Kluber (2-2) struck out a career-
high 11 and pitched a four-hitter 
for his first complete game, and 
David Murphy and Asdrubal Ca-
brera drove in two runs apiece, 
leading host Cleveland over Kan-
sas City.

Yankees 14, Red Sox 5:  
Yangervis Solarte drove in four 
runs, Mark Teixeira hit his first 
homer of the season and host New 
York capitalized on five Boston 
errors.

Orioles 11, Blue Jays 4: Chris 
Davis had two hits and three 
RBIs, Jonathan Schoop homered 
and visiting Baltimore pounded 
Toronto.

Athletics 10, Astros 1: Josh 
Donaldson hit a pair of two-run 
homers to help visiting Oakland 
cruise to a victory over Hous-
ton. It was the first career multi-
homer game for Donaldson, who 
connected in the first inning and 
pushed the lead to 10-1 with a sec-
ond shot in the seventh.

The Associated Press

PITTSBURGH — Ryan Lud-
wick lined a two-run double after 
two Cincinnati batters were hit 
by pitches, lifting Tony Cingrani 
and the Reds over the Pittsburgh 
Pirates 2-1 Thursday.

The Reds won for the seventh 
time in nine games and reached 
.500 (11-11).

The Pirates have lost six of 
seven, scoring a total of 22 runs 
in that span.

Cingrani (2-2) allowed one run 
and six hits in six innings. He 
struck out seven and walked two.

Ludwick’s double in the sixth 
drove in Joey Votto and Todd Fra-
zier. Both of them were plunked 
by rookie Brandon Cumpton (0-1), 
who was promoted from Triple-A 
earlier in the day.

Mets 4, Cardinals 1: Chris 
Young homered to start host New 
York’s comeback and slumping 
Curtis Granderson singled in a 

run as a pinch hitter as Bartolo 
Colon (2-3) and the Mets sent 
Lance Lynn to his first career 
loss in April. Lynn (4-1) had 
been 12-0 through April in his 
big league career, including one 
March victory.

Diamondbacks 5, Cubs 2:  
Mike Bolsinger (1-1) earned his 
first major league win, pitching 
into the seventh inning and hit-
ting an RBI single as Arizona 
beat host Chicago.

Padres 4, Nationals 3 (12): 
Former Washington outfielder 
Xavier Nady’s tiebreaking RBI 
single off Craig Stammen (0-1) in 
the top of the 12th inning, right 
after an error let the runner get 
to third base, gave visiting San 
Diego a victory.

Phillies 7, Dodgers 3: Carlos 
Ruiz hit a tiebreaking two-run 
double off Brian Wilson (0-2)  in 
the ninth inning and Marlon Byrd 
drove in four runs as Philadelphia 
beat host Los Angeles.

AL roundup

NL roundup

Pine tar: Use of substances 
on ball is ‘common knowledge’
FROM BACK PAGE

Padres manager Bud Black said 
it’s “common knowledge among 
baseball people” that “there are 
pitchers — and probably more 
than you would think — that use 
some sort of substance to gain 
tack on your fingers, because 
at times it is needed, based on 
weather conditions, based on the 
personal preference of a pitcher.”

Black, who pitched in the ma-
jors from 1981-95, noted it usually 
would be “some minimal amount 
of pine tar that maybe really 
doesn’t overly affect the outcome 
of a game.”

The sticky stuff is used by hit-
ters, legally, to help make sure 
bats don’t slip out of their hands. 
Pitchers use pine tar, illegally, for 
better holds on a ball, especially 
when cold weather makes it slick.

“And the option is this: I either 
get a grip on the ball or I’m hit-
ting someone in the neck because 
I haven’t got a grip on it. And if 
you ask the hitters, they’d say, 
‘Get a grip on it.’ You’ve still got 
to make pitches,” New York Mets 
manager Terry Collins said.

Pineda admitted that he used 
the pine tar to help him grip the 
ball on a cool, windy night. He 
said Thursday that he won’t ap-
peal the penalty that will cost him 
two starts.

“I accept it,” Pineda said be-
fore Thursday’s game against the 
Red Sox at Fenway Park. “I know 
I made a mistake.”

Pineda’s ejection set off a de-
bate in the baseball world about 
pitchers who try pine tar, and 
whether it should be allowed in 
certain circumstances. Many 
former aces said they had done it, 
albeit in a more discreet manner.

“I’ve seen a lot of things in 
my career, so I’m not blind to it” 
being viewed as part of baseball, 
said Joe Girardi, a former catch-
er in his seventh year as Yankees 
manager.

Rule 8.02(b) prohibits pitch-
ers from altering the ball to gain 
an unfair advantage, and forbids 
them from having a foreign sub-
stance on them or in their posses-
sion on the mound.

“I wouldn’t be against coming 
up with an idea” to modify the 
rule so pitchers could get a better 
grip on the ball in cold weather, 
Girardi said. “It would be a great 
time for someone to start looking 
at” finding one substance pitch-
ers would be allowed to use.

Earlier this month, Pineda 
pitched well in a 4-1 win over 
the Red Sox at Yankee Stadium. 
Television cameras showed a sub-
stance on his hand in the fourth 
inning — Pineda said it was dirt, 
not pine tar. His hand was clean 
in the fifth and Red Sox manager 
John Farrell didn’t ask for him to 
be checked.

Among other suspensions of 
pitchers for pine tar in the past 
decade, Tampa Bay’s Joel Per-
alta was penalized eight games 
in 2012, the Angels’ Brendan 
Donnelly 10 days in 2005 and St. 
Louis’ Julian Tavarez 10 days in 
2004. The suspensions of Donnel-
ly and Tavarez were cut to eight 
days after they asked the players’ 
association to appeal, and Peralta 

‘ No one 
has an issue 
with (Pineda) 
doing it. It’s 
just more 
of the fact 
that it’s so 
blatant. ’

A.J. Pierzynski
Red Sox catcher

Ludwick, Reds hit back 
in victory over Pirates

CARLOS OSORIO/AP

Max Scherzer struck out 10 in 
the Detroit Tigers’ 7-4 victory 
over the visiting Chicago White 
Sox on Thursday.

Scherzer, 
Cabrera 
lift Tigers
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MLB SCOREBOARD/BRIEFS
American League

East Division
 W L Pct GB
New York 13 9 .591 —
Baltimore 11 10 .524 1½
Toronto 11 11 .500 2
Tampa Bay 10 12 .455 3
Boston 10 13 .435 3½

Central Division
Detroit 11 8 .579 —
Minnesota 11 10 .524 1
Cleveland 11 11 .500 1½
Chicago 11 12 .478 2
Kansas City 10 11 .476 2

West Division
Oakland 14 8 .636 —
Texas 14 8 .636 —
Los Angeles 10 11 .476 3½
Seattle 8 13 .381 5½
Houston 7 16 .304 7½

National League
East Division

 W L Pct GB
Atlanta 14 7 .667 —
New York 12 10 .545 2½
Washington 12 11 .522 3
Philadelphia 11 11 .500 3½
Miami 10 12 .455 4½

Central Division
Milwaukee 16 6 .727 —
St. Louis 12 11 .522 4½
Cincinnati 11 11 .500 5
Pittsburgh 9 14 .391 7½
Chicago 7 14 .333 8½

West Division
Los Angeles 13 10 .565 —
San Francisco 12 10 .545  ½
Colorado 12 11 .522 1
San Diego 11 12 .478 2
Arizona 7 18 .280 7

Wednesday’s games
Texas 3, Oakland 0
Seattle 5, Houston 3
Cleveland 5, Kansas City 3
Washington 5, L.A. Angels 4
Baltimore 10, Toronto 8
Chicago White Sox 6, Detroit 4
Minnesota 6, Tampa Bay 4, 12 innings
Boston 5, N.Y. Yankees 1
Atlanta 3, Miami 1
Arizona 7, Chicago Cubs 5
San Francisco 12, Colorado 10, 11 inn.
Cincinnati 5, Pittsburgh 2
N.Y. Mets 3, St. Louis 2
Milwaukee 5, San Diego 2
L.A. Dodgers 5, Philadelphia 2

Thursday’s games
Cleveland 5, Kansas City 1
Detroit 7, Chicago White Sox 4
Minnesota 9, Tampa Bay 7
Baltimore 11, Toronto 4
N.Y. Yankees 14, Boston 5
Cincinnati 2, Pittsburgh 1
Arizona 5, Chicago Cubs 2
San Diego 4, Washington 3, 12 innings
N.Y. Mets 4, St. Louis 1
Oakland 10, Houston 1
Philadelphia 7, L.A. Dodgers 3

Friday’s games
Kansas City at Baltimore
L.A. Angels at N.Y. Yankees
Boston at Toronto
Detroit at Minnesota
Oakland at Houston
Tampa Bay at Chicago White Sox
Texas at Seattle
San Diego at Washington
Miami at N.Y. Mets
Cincinnati at Atlanta
Chicago Cubs at Milwaukee
Pittsburgh at St. Louis
Philadelphia at Arizona
Colorado at L.A. Dodgers
Cleveland at San Francisco

Saturday’s games
L.A. Angels (H.Santiago 0-3) at N.Y. 

Yankees (Nuno 0-0)
Boston (Buchholz 0-2) at Toronto 

(Morrow 1-1)
Detroit (A.Sanchez 0-2) at Minnesota 

(P.Hughes 1-1)
Kansas City (Guthrie 2-1) at Baltimore 

(W.Chen 3-1)
Oakland (Straily 1-1) at Houston 

(Keuchel 2-1)
Tampa Bay (C.Ramos 0-1) at Chicago 

White Sox (Joh.Danks 2-0)
Texas (Lewis 1-1) at Seattle 

(F.Hernandez 3-1)
San Diego (Cashner 2-2) at Washing-

ton (Roark 1-0)
Cleveland (McAllister 3-0) at San Fran-

cisco (Lincecum 1-1)
Pittsburgh (Liriano 0-3) at St. Louis 

(Lyons 0-1)
Chicago Cubs (T.Wood 1-2) at Milwau-

kee (Estrada 1-1)
Cincinnati (Leake 2-1) at Atlanta (Hale 

0-0)
Miami (Slowey 0-0) at N.Y. Mets (Mejia 

3-0)
Philadelphia (Cl.Lee 3-2) at Arizona 

(Arroyo 1-2)
Colorado (Nicasio 2-0) at L.A. Dodgers 

(Maholm 0-2)
Sunday’s games

Boston (Lester 2-3) at Toronto (Dickey 
1-3)

Kansas City (Shields 2-2) at Baltimore 
(Mi.Gonzalez 1-1)

Detroit (Verlander 3-1) at Minnesota 
(Gibson 3-1)

Oakland (Milone 0-1) at Houston 
(McHugh 1-0)

Tampa Bay (Price 3-1) at Chicago 
White Sox (Undecided)

Texas (Harrison 0-0) at Seattle (Mau-
rer 0-0)

L.A. Angels (Richards 2-0) at N.Y. Yan-
kees (Tanaka 3-0)

Miami (Koehler 2-1) at N.Y. Mets (Gee 
1-1)

Cincinnati (Cueto 2-2) at Atlanta (Te-
heran 2-1)

San Diego (Kennedy 1-3) at Washing-
ton (Jordan 0-3)

Chicago Cubs (Hammel 3-1) at Mil-
waukee (W.Peralta 3-0)

Pittsburgh (Volquez 1-1) at St. Louis 
(Wainwright 4-1)

Cleveland (Salazar 0-3) at San Fran-
cisco (Vogelsong 0-1)

Colorado (J.De La Rosa 1-3) at L.A. 
Dodgers (Ryu 3-1)

Philadelphia (Burnett 0-1) at Arizona 
(McCarthy 0-4)

Thursday
Indians 5, Royals 1

Kansas City     Cleveland
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Aoki rf 4 0 0 0 ACarer ss 4 0 2 2
Hosmer 1b 4 0 0 0 Swisher 1b 4 0 0 0
BButler dh 4 0 0 0 Kipnis 2b 4 0 1 0
AGordn lf 4 0 0 0 CSantn 3b 4 1 1 0
Infante 2b 3 1 1 0 Brantly cf 3 1 1 1
Mostks 3b 3 0 0 0 Raburn dh 2 1 0 0
AEscor ss 3 0 1 0 YGoms c 3 1 1 0
Dyson cf 3 0 2 0 DvMrp rf 3 1 1 2
Hayes c 3 0 0 0 Aviles lf 2 0 0 0
Totals 31 1 4 0 Totals 29 5 7 5
Kansas City 000 000 100—1
Cleveland 000 050 00x—5

E—B.Chen (1), Swisher (3). DP—Kansas 
City 1. LOB—Kansas City 3, Cleveland 2. 
2B—A.Cabrera (6), Kipnis (6), C.Santana 
(3). SB—Dyson (3). S—Aviles. 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Kansas City
B.Chen L,1-2 4B 6 5 5 1 2
Mariot 3C 1 0 0 0 4
Cleveland
Kluber W,2-2 9 4 1 0 0 11

WP—Mariot. PB—Hayes. T—2:15. A—
10,440 (42,487).

Tigers 7, White Sox 4
Chicago     Detroit
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
JrDnks cf 5 0 0 0 RDavis lf 5 1 3 2
Semien 3b 4 0 1 0 Kinsler 2b 5 1 1 0
JAreu 1b 5 0 0 0 MiCarr 1b 4 0 2 3
A.Dunn dh 4 2 2 1 VMrtnz dh 4 0 0 0
Viciedo rf 4 2 3 0 TrHntr rf 4 0 1 0
AlRmrz ss 3 0 1 2 AJcksn cf 3 2 1 0
De Aza lf 3 0 1 0 Cstllns 3b 4 1 2 1
GBckh 2b 4 0 0 0 Holady c 4 1 2 1
Flowrs c 4 0 3 0 Worth ss 3 1 1 0
Totals 36 4 11 3 Totals 36 7 13 7
Chicago 010 001 020—4
Detroit 011 010 22x—7

E—Holaday (1). DP—Detroit 1. LOB—
Chicago 8, Detroit 7. 2B—A.Dunn (3), 
Viciedo (8), R.Davis (2). 3B—Viciedo (1), 
A.Jackson (2). HR—A.Dunn (5), R.Davis 
(2). SB—De Aza (3). CS—Worth (1). SF—
Al.Ramirez. 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Chicago
Quintana L,1-2 6 7 3 3 0 3
Cleto  C 2 2 2 1 1
D.Webb 1B 4 2 2 1 1
Detroit
Scherzer W,2-1 6 7 2 2 1 10
Alburquerque H,3 1 1 0 0 0 2
Chamberlain H,3 1 3 2 2 0 1
Nathan S,4-6 1 0 0 0 1 2

WP—Quintana, Cleto. T—3:14. A—
28,514 (41,681).

Twins 9, Rays 7
Minnesota     Tampa Bay
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Dozier 2b 3 2 1 0 Zobrist 2b 4 0 3 0
Mauer 1b 5 1 2 0 DJnngs cf 4 0 0 1
Plouffe 3b 5 1 2 1 Joyce lf 3 1 2 1
Colaell rf 5 0 0 0 SRdrgz ph 1 0 0 0
Hrmnn rf 1 0 0 0 Longori 3b 5 1 1 0
Pinto dh 3 2 0 0 Loney 1b 5 1 2 2
KSuzuk c 4 1 3 3 Myers rf 4 0 1 0
Fuld lf 5 1 3 2 DeJess dh 3 2 1 2
A.Hicks cf 3 1 1 3 YEscor ss 2 1 1 0
Flormn ss 5 0 0 0 JMolin c 3 1 1 0
     Forsyth ph 1 0 1 1
     Hanign c 0 0 0 0
Totals 39 9 12 9 Totals 35 7 13 7
Minnesota 310 041 000—9
Tampa Bay 030 001 210—7

E—K.Suzuki (2). DP—Minnesota 
3. LOB—Minnesota 13, Tampa Bay 7. 
2B—Plouffe (9), Fuld 2 (3), Joyce (7), 
Longoria (5), Loney (8). HR—A.Hicks (1), 
DeJesus (1). SB—Dozier (6), Joyce (1). 
SF—De.Jennings, Joyce. 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Minnesota
Nolasco W,2-2 6 10 6 6 2 1
Thielbar  C 1 0 0 0 0
Tonkin H,2  B 0 0 0 0 0
Burton H,3 1 2 1 1 2 2
Perkins S,5-6 1 0 0 0 0 2
Tampa Bay
Bedard L,0-1 4 5 4 4 5 3
H.Bell 1C 5 5 5 0 0
Oviedo 1B 1 0 0 2 2
Lueke 1 0 0 0 1 0
McGee 1 1 0 0 0 2

Nolasco pitched to 2 batters in the 
7th. HBP—by H.Bell (Pinto), by Lueke 
(K.Suzuki). T—3:42. A—13,177 (31,042).

Orioles 11, Blue Jays 4
Baltimore     Toronto
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Markks rf 4 2 1 0 Reyes ss 4 0 0 0
N.Cruz dh 4 2 2 2 MeCarr lf 3 0 1 0
C.Davis 1b 5 1 2 3 Bautist rf 4 0 1 1
A.Jones cf 5 1 2 3 Encrnc 1b 2 0 1 0
Wieters c 5 0 2 2 Navarr c 4 1 1 1
Hardy ss 5 0 1 0 Frncsc dh 2 1 1 0
Flahrty 3b 5 0 0 0 Sirra ph-dh 2 0 0 0
Schoop 2b 4 2 1 1 Lawrie 3b 4 0 0 0
Lough lf 4 3 3 0 Rasms cf 4 1 1 2
     Goins 2b 2 0 0 0
     Diaz ph-2b 1 1 1 0
Totals 41 11 14 11 Totals 32 4 7 4
Baltimore 000 020 540—11
Toronto 030 000 010— 4

DP—Baltimore 1. LOB—Baltimore 7, To-
ronto 4. 2B—N.Cruz (5), A.Jones (5), Wiet-
ers (4), Hardy (3), Lough (2), Encarnacion 
(6). HR—Schoop (2), Navarro (1), Rasmus 
(4). SB—Markakis (2), Lough 2 (4). 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Baltimore
B.Norris W,1-2 6 5 3 3 1 4
Britton 1C 1 1 1 0 0
Stinson 1B 1 0 0 1 1
Toronto
Hutchison 6 6 2 2 1 9
Wagner H,5  B 1 1 1 0 0
Cecil L,0-1 BS,1-2 0 2 4 4 2 0
Rogers 1C 5 4 3 0 1
Redmond 1 0 0 0 0 2

Cecil pitched to 4 batters in the 7th. 
HBP—by B.Norris (Encarnacion), by Rog-
ers (Schoop). PB—Navarro. T—2:54. A—
16,283 (49,282).

Yankees 14, Red Sox 5
New York     Boston
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Ellsury cf 6 1 3 3 Pedroia 2b 4 2 0 0
Jeter ss 5 0 2 2 Carp p 0 0 0 0
KJhnsn ph-3b 1 0 0 0 Victorn rf 5 1 1 0
Beltran rf 6 1 1 0 D.Ortiz dh 1 0 0 1
ISuzuki rf 0 0 0 0 JHrr phdh2b 1 1 0 0
ASorin dh 5 0 2 1 Napoli 1b 4 0 0 0
Teixeir 1b 3 1 1 1 JGoms lf 2 0 1 2
JMrphy c 0 0 0 0 Bogarts ss 4 0 2 1
McCnn c-1b 5 1 1 0 Holt 3b 3 0 0 0
Gardnr lf 3 4 0 0 D.Ross c 4 0 0 0
BRorts 2b 5 4 2 1 BrdlyJr cf 2 1 0 0
Solrte 3b-ss 5 2 2 4 
Totals 44 14 14 12 Totals 30 5 4 4
New York 133 000 511—14
Boston 002 000 300— 5

E—Jeter (2), Pedroia (1), Doubront (1), 
Holt (2), Bradley Jr. (1), Bogaerts (3). DP—
Boston 1. LOB—New York 15, Boston 8. 
2B—Ellsbury 2 (8), Beltran (8), A.Soriano 
2 (6), Solarte (8), Victorino (1), J.Gomes 
(4), Bogaerts (4). HR—Teixeira (1). SB—
Gardner 2 (4), B.Roberts (3). SF—D.Ortiz, 
J.Gomes. 
 IP H R ER BB SO
New York
Sabathia W,3-2 6 3 2 2 3 8
Greene  B 0 3 0 3 1
Warren 1C 1 0 0 0 1
Dav.Robertson 1 0 0 0 0 0
Boston
Doubront L,1-3 2C 6 7 3 2 1
Badenhop 2C 1 0 0 1 1
Breslow 1 5 5 4 3 0
Mujica 1C 2 1 1 1 0
Carp 1 0 1 1 5 0

HBP—by Sabathia (D.Ortiz, Bradley 
Jr.). WP—Sabathia, Doubront 2, Mujica. 
PB—McCann, D.Ross. T—3:51. A—37,356 
(37,499).

Reds 2, Pirates 1
Cincinnati     Pittsburgh
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Heisey cf-lf 4 0 0 0 Marte lf 4 0 0 0
Votto 1b 2 1 1 0 Watson p 0 0 0 0
Phillips 2b 4 0 1 0 Melncn p 0 0 0 0
Bruce rf 3 0 0 0 NWalkr 2b 3 1 2 0
Frazier 3b 3 1 1 0 AMcCt cf 3 0 1 0
Ludwck lf 3 0 2 2 GSnchz 1b 3 0 1 0
BHmltn pr-cf 0 0 0 0 I.Davis ph-1b 1 0 0 0
Mesorc c 4 0 0 0 PAlvrz 3b 4 0 1 1
Cozart ss 4 0 0 0 Tabata rf-lf 4 0 1 0
Cingrn p 2 0 0 0 Mercer ss 4 0 0 0
Berndn ph 1 0 0 0 CStwrt c 4 0 1 0
Ondrsk p 0 0 0 0 Cumptn p 2 0 0 0
LeCure p 0 0 0 0 Snidr ph-rf 2 0 0 0
Broxtn p 0 0 0 0 
Totals 30 2 5 2 Totals 34 1 7 1
Cincinnati 000 002 000—2
Pittsburgh 100 000 000—1

DP—Pittsburgh 1. LOB—Cincinnati 6, 
Pittsburgh 8. 2B—Frazier (4), Ludwick (2). 
SB—Bruce (4). CS—B.Hamilton (3). 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Cincinnati
Cingrani W,2-2 6 6 1 1 2 7
Ondrusek H,1 1 1 0 0 0 1
LeCure H,4 1 0 0 0 0 3
Broxton S,4-4 1 0 0 0 0 1
Pittsburgh
Cumpton L,0-1 7 4 2 2 1 5
Watson 1 0 0 0 1 2
Melancon 1 1 0 0 0 1

HBP—by Cumpton (Ludwick, Votto, 
Frazier). T—2:46. A—18,896 (38,362).

Diamondbacks 5, Cubs 2
Arizona     Chicago
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
GParra rf 3 2 2 0 Bonifac cf 4 1 2 0
Prado 3b 4 0 0 0 Valuen 2b 2 0 0 0
Gldsch 1b 4 1 1 1 Brney ph-2b 1 0 0 0
Monter c 4 0 2 2 Rizzo 1b 4 1 1 1
Hill 2b 3 0 0 0 Schrhlt rf 4 0 0 0
Kschnc lf 4 0 0 0 SCastro ss 3 0 0 0
Pnngtn ss 3 1 1 0 Olt 3b 4 0 0 0
Campn cf 4 1 1 1 Castillo c 4 0 1 0
Bolsngr p 3 0 1 1 Kalish lf 4 0 0 0
OPerez p 0 0 0 0 EJcksn p 2 0 1 0
Ziegler p 0 0 0 0 Lake ph 1 0 0 0
C.Ross ph 1 0 0 0 Veras p 0 0 0 0
A.Reed p 0 0 0 0 Wrght p 0 0 0 0
Totals 33 5 8 5 Totals 33 2 5 1
Arizona 120 000 020—5
Chicago 100 000 010—2

E—Kieschnick (1), Kalish (1). DP—
Chicago 2. LOB—Arizona 4, Chicago 6. 
2B—Goldschmidt (10), Montero (5), Pen-
nington (1), Campana (1), Bonifacio (6), 
E.Jackson (1). HR—Rizzo (3). SB—Cam-
pana (4). 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Arizona
Bolsinger W,1-1 6C 4 1 0 2 7
O.Perez H,1 1 1 1 1 0 2
Ziegler H,1  B 0 0 0 0 0
A.Reed S,5-6 1 0 0 0 0 1
Chicago
E.Jackson L,1-2 7 5 3 3 2 4
Veras 1 2 2 2 1 0
W.Wright 1 1 0 0 0 1

T—2:51. A—33,085 (41,072).

Padres 4, Nationals 3 (12)
San Diego     Washington
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
ECarer ss 6 0 1 0 Span cf 6 1 3 0
Denorfi rf-cf 5 1 2 0 Rndon 3b-2b 5 0 0 1
S.Smith lf 3 1 1 1 Werth rf 6 0 3 0
Cashnr lf 0 0 0 0 LaRoch 1b 6 1 2 1
ATorrs p 0 0 0 0 Dsmnd ss 5 0 0 0
Street p 0 0 0 0 Harper lf 5 0 2 0
Grandl c 5 0 1 2 Espinos 2b 5 1 3 1
Headly 3b 1 0 0 0 Stmmn p 0 0 0 0
Amarst 3b 4 0 0 0 TMoore ph 1 0 0 0
Alonso 1b 4 0 0 0 Loaton c 6 0 2 0
Gyorko 2b 5 1 1 0 Zmrmn p 2 0 1 0
Venale cf 3 0 0 0 Frndsn ph 1 0 0 0
Stauffr p 0 0 0 0 Blevins p 0 0 0 0
Medica lf 1 0 0 0 Clipprd p 0 0 0 0
Stults p 2 1 1 0 McLoth ph 1 0 0 0
Thayer p 0 0 0 0 RSorin p 0 0 0 0
Hundly ph 1 0 0 0 Walters 3b 1 0 0 0
Vincent p 0 0 0 0 
Benoit p 0 0 0 0 
Nady rf 2 0 1 1 
Totals 42 4 8 4 Totals 50 3 16 3
San Diego 000 102 000 001—4
Washington 001 001 100 000—3

E—Stults (2), Lobaton (1). DP—San Di-
ego 1, Washington 1. LOB—San Diego 6, 
Washington 14. 2B—S.Smith (4), Grandal 
(2), Stults (1), Harper (4), Lobaton (4). 
HR—LaRoche (4), Espinosa (2). SB—Gy-
orko (2), Span (2), Werth (3). CS—Alonso 
(1). SF—Rendon. 
 IP H R ER BB SO
San Diego
Stults 5B 10 2 2 0 3
Thayer H,4  C 1 0 0 0 0
Vincent BS,1-1 1 1 1 1 0 0
Benoit 1 1 0 0 0 2
Stauffer 2B 2 0 0 2 3
A.Torres W,1-0  C 0 0 0 0 1
Street S,8-8 1 1 0 0 0 1
Washington
Zimmermann 6 5 3 3 1 5
Blevins 1 0 0 0 1 1
Clippard 1 1 0 0 1 0
R.Soriano 1 0 0 0 1 0
Stammen L,0-1 3 2 1 1 0 3

WP—Benoit. PB—Grandal. T—4:14. 
A—22,904 (41,408).

Mets 4, Cardinals 1
St. Louis     New York
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
MCrpnt 3b 4 0 0 0 EYong lf 4 2 1 0
Jay cf 4 0 1 0 DnMrp 2b 3 0 2 2
Hollidy lf 3 0 0 0 DWrght 3b 3 0 0 0
MAdms 1b 4 0 0 0 Duda 1b 4 0 0 0
Craig rf 4 0 0 0 CYoung cf 4 1 1 1
Descals ss 4 0 0 0 Matszk p 0 0 0 0
Wong 2b 3 1 2 0 BAreu rf 3 0 1 0
Siegrist p 0 0 0 0 CTorrs p 0 0 0 0
CMrtnz p 0 0 0 0 Rice p 0 0 0 0
Fornatr p 0 0 0 0 Niwnhs ph-cf 1 0 0 0
Bourjos ph 1 0 0 0 Recker c 2 1 0 0
T.Cruz c 3 0 1 1 Tejada ss 2 0 1 0
Lynn p 2 0 0 0 Colon p 2 0 0 0
M.Ellis 2b 0 0 0 0 Grndrs ph-rf 1 0 1 1
Totals 32 1 4 1 Totals 29 4 7 4
St. Louis 000 010 000—1
New York 000 011 20x—4

E—Lynn (1), Colon (2). DP—St. Louis 1. 
LOB—St. Louis 6, New York 5. 2B—T.Cruz 
(1), Dan.Murphy (4), B.Abreu (1). 3B—
E.Young (2). HR—C.Young (1). S—Tejada. 
 IP H R ER BB SO
St. Louis
Lynn L,4-1 6B 4 3 2 2 9
Siegrist  B 3 1 1 0 0
C.Martinez  B 0 0 0 0 0
Fornataro 1 0 0 0 0 1
New York
Colon W,2-3 7 4 1 1 0 8
C.Torres H,4  C 0 0 0 2 0
Rice H,4  B 0 0 0 0 0
Matsuzaka S,1-1 1 0 0 0 0 1

HBP—by Lynn (D.Wright). T—3:03. A—
22,669 (41,922).

Athletics 10, Astros 1
Oakland     Houston
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Crisp cf 5 1 1 1 Altuve 2b 5 0 3 0
Barton 1b 1 0 0 0 Fowler cf 2 1 1 0
Lowrie ss 4 2 3 1 Presley cf 2 0 1 0
Sogrd ph-2b 1 0 0 0 JCastro c 3 0 1 0
Dnldsn 3b 4 3 3 4 Corprn c 2 0 0 0
Cespds lf 5 0 1 0 Springr rf 2 0 0 0
Reddck pr-rf 0 0 0 0 Guzmn 1b 4 0 0 0
DNorrs c 3 1 2 1 Carter dh 3 0 0 1
Callasp dh 5 1 1 2 MDmn 3b 4 0 2 0
Gentry rf-cf 4 2 2 0 Hoes lf 4 0 0 0
Moss 1b-lf 4 0 1 1 Villar ss 4 0 2 0
Punto 2b-ss 5 0 0 0 
Totals 41 10 14 10 Totals 35 1 10 1
Oakland 213 020 200—10
Houston 100 000 000— 1

E—M.Dominguez 2 (3), J.Castro (1), 
Hoes (1), Springer (2). DP—Oakland 2, 
Houston 1. LOB—Oakland 11, Houston 11. 
2B—Lowrie 2 (8), Donaldson (9), Gentry 
(2), Altuve (5), Villar (5). HR—Donaldson 
2 (6), Callaspo (3). SB—Gentry (4). 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Oakland
Kazmir W,3-0 6 5 1 1 2 7
Otero 1 1 0 0 0 1
Pomeranz 2 4 0 0 1 2
Houston
Oberholtzer L,0-4 3C 8 6 6 2 4
Clemens 2C 4 3 3 1 2
Bass  C 2 1 1 1 0
Williams 2 0 0 0 0 1

HBP—by Kazmir (Springer), by Cle-
mens (Lowrie), by Oberholtzer (Moss). 
Balk—Oberholtzer. T—3:29. A—19,987 
(42,060).

Phillies 7, Dodgers 3
Philadelphia     Los Angeles
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Revere cf 5 2 2 0 DGordn 2b 5 0 1 0
Ruiz c 3 2 3 2 Crwfrd lf 3 0 1 0
Utley 2b 4 2 1 1 Kemp ph-cf 2 0 0 0
Howard 1b 4 0 0 0 HRmrz ss 4 0 2 0
Myrry pr-1b 0 0 0 0 AdGnzl 1b 5 2 3 1
Byrd rf 5 0 3 4 Puig rf 4 0 0 0
DBrwn lf 3 0 1 0 Ethier cf-lf 4 0 0 0
Rollins ss 0 0 0 0 Uribe 3b 4 1 3 2
Galvis ss-3b 5 0 0 0 Fdrwcz c 3 0 0 0
Asche 3b 5 1 1 0 Haren p 2 0 1 0
Papeln p 0 0 0 0 VnSlyk ph 1 0 0 0
Kndrck p 3 0 0 0 Withrw p 0 0 0 0
Diekmn p 0 0 0 0 C.Perez p 1 0 0 0
MAdms p 0 0 0 0 BWilsn p 0 0 0 0
GwynJ ph-lf 1 0 0 0 JWrght p 0 0 0 0
Totals 38 7 11 7 Totals 38 3 11 3
Philadelphia 000 030 004—7
Los Angeles 000 200 100—3

E—Ad.Gonzalez (2). DP—Los Angeles 
1. LOB—Philadelphia 10, Los Angeles 10. 
2B—Ruiz 2 (8), Byrd 2 (6), Ad.Gonzalez 
(8). HR—Ad.Gonzalez (6), Uribe (4). SB—
D.Brown (3). 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Philadelphia
K.Kendrick 5C 10 2 2 1 2
Diekman H,3  B 0 0 0 0 1
Mi.Adms W,1-0 BS,1-1 2 1 1 1 0 3
Papelbon 1 0 0 0 1 1
Los Angeles
Haren 6 7 3 1 2 7
Withrow 1 0 0 0 1 0
C.Perez 1 0 0 0 0 1
B.Wilson L,0-2  B 3 4 4 1 0
J.Wright  C 1 0 0 1 0

HBP—by B.Wilson (Howard). T—3:33. 
A—51,699 (56,000).

Woman sues Simon,
alleges sex assault

A woman who said Cincin-
nati Reds pitcher Alfredo Simon
sexually assaulted her in a Wash-
ington hotel a year ago when the
team was in town to play the Na-
tionals is suing the player for $15
million.

The woman, identified as 
Jane Doe, filed the civil lawsuit 
Thursday in D.C. Superior Court.
The suit says she met Simon at 
a nightclub and went with him
by cab to the Mayflower Renais-
sance Hotel where, she claims, he 
forced sex upon her.

Adam Katz, Simon’s agent, said 
he had no comment when reached
by phone Thursday night.

A copy of the suit was obtained
by WMAR-TV in Baltimore. 
Simon, 32, played for the Orioles 
for parts of four seasons from 
2008 to 2011 before being claimed 
off waivers by the Reds.

An initial scheduling confer-
ence for the suit is set for July 25.

Simon was jailed in the Domin-
ican Republic in 2011 on a charge
of involuntary manslaughter. He
was acquitted.

Nova to undergo 
Tommy John surgery

BOSTON — New York Yankees
right-hander Ivan Nova has decid-
ed to have season-ending Tommy
John surgery for a partially torn
elbow ligament.

The operation is scheduled for 
Tuesday by Dr. James Andrews.

Nova left last Saturday’s 16-1 
loss at Tampa Bay in the fifth in-
ning after allowing eight runs and
eight hits, including four homers. 
An MRI revealed the injury and 
he was placed on the 15-day dis-
abled list. He was transferred 
Thursday to the 60-day DL.

In four games this year, Nova
was 2-2 with an 8.27 ERA. Now in
his fifth major league season, all
with the Yankees, he is 40-22 with
a 4.20 ERA.

Buckner’s error lives on
as Globe’s 404 pages

When former Red Sox player
Bill Buckner returned to Boston’s 
Fenway Park in 2008 to a stand-
ing ovation, it seemed that the
sports-crazed city had forgiven
his game-losing error in the 1986 
World Series.

Even if it’s been forgiven, it 
hasn’t been forgotten — at least
not by the Boston Globe. Error 
pages on the Globe’s Boston.com
website now feature a photo of
Buckner’s flub, which allowed the 
Mets to score the winning run in
Game 6. The Mets won the next
game, seizing the championship.

The photo recently began ap-
pearing on the so-called 404
pages, greeting visitors who mi-
stype a URL or try to visit a story
that has been removed. The pic-
ture, taken by the Globe’s staff,
shows Buckner missing a ground
ball.

Buckner was hounded out of
Boston in 1987, less than a year 
after he was blamed for costing
the team the Series. Reached at
his home in Idaho on Thursday, 
Buckner wasn’t dwelling on his
error taking on a new life.

“I have no interest in it,” he 
said.
From wire reports
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COLLEGE SPORTS/SPORTS BRIEFS

BY NOAH TRISTER

The Associated Press

ANN ARBOR, Mich. — Michi-
gan sophomore Mitch McGary is 
entering the NBA draft, saying 
he had little choice after testing 
positive for marijuana during the 
NCAA tournament.

“I am ready to move on to the 
next stage in my life and enter 
the NBA draft,” the 6-foot-10 
McGary said in a statement re-
leased by the school Friday. 
“Being a part of a program that 
values integrity, it is important to 
let everyone know of a poor de-
cision I recently made. I tested 
positive for marijuana during the 
NCAA tournament. We were noti-
fied of that result after the Final 
Four. I regret thoroughly disap-
pointing my family, coaches and 
administration.”

McGary told Yahoo Sports he 
was facing a one-year suspension 
for the failed drug test.

McGary was terrific in the 2013 
tournament as a freshman, help-
ing Michigan reach the national 
title game, where the Wolverines 
lost to Louisville. He considered 
jumping to the NBA then, but 
instead came back for his sopho-
more year and was a preseason 
All-American.

But McGary played only eight 
games this season. He was both-
ered from the start by a back prob-
lem and eventually had surgery. 
He was shut down shortly after a 
Dec. 14 matchup with Arizona.

It was unclear how his future 
would be impacted by the inju-
ry. Was his draft stock still high 
enough for him to leave, or would 
he need to come back to Michigan 
in 2014-15? McGary is old for his 
class, turning 22 in June, but his 
injury made his decision a difficult 
one — until the flunked drug test.

“I feel I’m ready, but this 
pushed it overboard,” McGary 
told Yahoo.

 Panthers exercise 
option on QB Newton

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — The 
Panthers have exercised the fifth-
year option on quarterback Cam 
Newton’s contract, keeping him 
with the team through the end of 
the 2015 season.

The team made the announce-
ment Friday, after indicating it 
hoped to sign Newton to a long-
term deal.

By exercising the option on 
Newton’s rookie deal, the Pan-
thers will have more time to work 
out a longer contract.

Newton, the No. 1 overall pick 
in the 2011 NFL draft, is slated 
to make $3.37 million this season 
and would receive $14.67 million 
in 2015 if he doesn’t sign a con-
tract extension before then.

In other NFL news:
� The Buffalo Bills have 

picked up the fifth-year option on
the contract of defensive tackle
Marcell Dareus.

General Doug Whaley made 
the announcement Friday during 
the team pre-draft luncheon. The
Bills faced a deadline next week to
determine whether to lock in the
player through the 2015 season.

Silver: Premature to say 
union will opt out of CBA

NEW YORK — NBA Commis-
sioner Adam Silver says he has 
“no expectation” that players will 
opt out of the collective bargain-
ing agreement in 2017, potentially
leading to another lockout.

The 10-year deal that the
league and players agreed to that 
ended the 2011 lockout gave ei-
ther side the right to opt out after 
six years.

With the league projecting fi-
nancial growth, there has been
speculation that players will take
that option in three years, espe-
cially since a new national TV
contract will be in place by then.

But Silver tells a gathering of
Associated Press Sports Editors 
on Thursday there have been no
discussions about that and it’s
“premature” for either side to 
determine how well the deal has
or hasn’t worked, especially since
the Players Association is still 
without an executive director.

In other NBA news:
� Dallas Mavericks All-Star

Dirk Nowitzki and Indiana Pac-
ers coach Frank Vogel have been
honored by the Pro Basketball
Writers Association for their suc-
cess on the court and cooperation 
with fans and media.

Nowitzki was presented with 
the Magic Johnson Award, beat-
ing out five other finalists. Vogel
was one of five finalists in his cat-
egory for the award, named for 
former Houston Rockets coach
Rudy Tomjanovich.

The awards were announced
Friday by the PBWA.

Nadal’s struggles 
continue with loss

BARCELONA, Spain — Top-
ranked Rafael Nadal’s clay-court
struggles worsened Friday as his
41-match winning streak at the 
Barcelona Open ended with a 
three-set loss to Nicolas Almagro
in the quarterfinals.

Nadal was looking for his ninth
title in Barcelona but lost 2-6, 7-
6 (5), 6-4, a week after going out
in the quarterfinals of the Monte 
Carlo Masters at the same stage.

Almagro converted his second
match point, smashing a forehand
down the line for his first career
victory over his fellow Spaniard
on the 11th try.

Nadal hadn’t lost at the tourna-
ment since his debut as a 15-year-
old in 2003. 

Briefl y

McGary headed to 
NBA after positive 
marijuana test

 BY MICHAEL TARM

The Associated Press

EVANSTON, Ill. — Northwest-
ern football players cast secret 
ballots Friday in an on-campus 
hall adjacent to their home sta-
dium on whether to form the 
nation’s first union for college 
athletes.

Just don’t expect results any 
time soon.

After the vote, the ballot boxes 
will be sealed for weeks or months 
— perhaps even years — as an ap-
peal by the Evanston-based uni-
versity runs its course.

The full National Labor Rela-
tions Board agreed Thursday to 
hear the school’s appeal of a re-
gional director’s March ruling 

that the players are employees 
and as such can unionize, trig-
gering a rule that the ballots be 
impounded.

Last month’s decision by the 
Chicago-area head of the NLRB, 
Peter Ohr, sent shockwaves 
through the world of college 
sports, prompting sharp criticism 
from Northwestern and college 
athletic departments nationwide.

There have been no raucous 
rallies or demonstrations on the 
19,000-student campus just north 
of Chicago, only official notices 
about the vote posted near the 
Wildcats’ locker room. There has 
been plenty of lobbying in the 
form of private meetings, calls 
and emails, and everyone from 
coach Pat Fitzgerald to NCAA 

President Mark Emmert has 
called for a “no” vote.

The 76 scholarship football 
players eligible to cast ballots 
know the spotlight is on them, 
said Ramogi Huma, president of 
the College Athletes Players As-
sociation, which would represent 
the players at the bargaining table 
if the pro-union side prevails.

Some of the pressure they feel 
stems from dire Northwestern 
claims about the consequences of 
unionization, he said.

“They’re looking at anything 
and everything to invoke fear in 
the players,” said Huma, a for-
mer UCLA linebacker and a long-
time critic of the NCAA. “We feel 
like some of the tactics are scare 
tactics.” 

The Associated Press

Highlights from the proposal to 
change the NCAA’s governance 
structure, which was endorsed 
Thursday by the NCAA’s board of 
directors. A formal vote is not ex-
pected until the board’s quarterly 
meeting in August:
� The five biggest football con-

ferences — the ACC, Big 12, Big 
Ten, Pac-12 and SEC — would 
gain more autonomy over a 
number of key areas, including 
funding scholarships up to the 
full cost-of-attendance (money 
beyond tuition, room and board, 
books and fees) and additional 
academic and career counsel-
ing. Approval would require two-
thirds of the 65 schools in those 
conferences. Nothing like this 
exists under the current NCAA 
structure. The board is still try-
ing to determine if other confer-
ences how, or if, smaller leagues 
will be allowed to implement 
measures passed under the “au-
tonomy” provisions.
� All 32 Division I confer-

ences would have a say in any 

legislative matters not deemed 
“autonomous.” These areas 
would championship adminis-
tration and policy, oversight of 
membership standards, propos-
als that require consideration by 
all conferences and management 
of sports or topic-specific studies 
intended to formulate recommen-
dations for action by the council. 
Voting rights would be delegated 
by the new board to a newly-cre-
ated council and would include 
two athlete representatives. The 
voting would be weighted, with 
the five conferences and their 
schools accounting for 38 to 40 
percent of the vote.
� The board would continue 

to have 17 presidents or chancel-
lors as members but would add an 
athletic director, faculty athletics 
representative, senior women’s 
administrator and an athlete to 
the voting bloc. The possibil-
ity of adding voices from outside 
college campuses has been dis-
cussed but is not part of the cur-
rent proposal.
� The Legislative and Leader-

ship Councils would be replaced 
by one council comprised of 38 
athletic directors, faculty athletic 
representative, senior women’s 
administrators or conference 
commissioners, one representing 
each Division I league, and two 
athletes with voting privileges. 
The recommendation is that 60 
percent of the school leaders be 
athletic directors.
� The NCAA would reduce the 

large number of current subcom-
mittees to three: One focused on 
academics, one on competition 
and student well-being, and one 
to assist the council with its leg-
islative role.
� University presidents would 

maintain control on oversight and 
strategic decisions through the 
board of directors, but the coun-
cil would focus on operational and 
legislative issues. In addition, the 
five power conferences would be 
better able to address criticisms 
regarding athletes’ well-being. 
Athletes and athletic directors 
also would get a louder voice in 
the process. 

Players vote on unionization

Changes proposed to NCAA governance

CHARLES REX ARBOGAST/AP

Northwestern football player Dan Vitale looks back at reporters and photographers as he walks into 
McGaw Hall, where voting took place on whether to form the nation’s first union for college athletes. 
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15-yard line on extra points in the 
first two weeks of the preseason 
to make them more challenging. 
A kick from that distance would 

wind up 
being about 
33 yards. Pre-
viously, the 
plan had been 
to experiment 
with moving 
kicks back to 
the 20.

But in 
conversa-
tions with 
the league’s 
competition 
committee 
and vari-
ous teams, 
officiating 

director Dean Blandino said it 
became apparent a 33-yard extra 
point was a wiser choice for the 
experiment.

Blandino added that veteran 
referees Scott Green and Ron 
Winter have retired, and will be 
replaced by Craig Wrolstad and 
Ronald Torbert. Wrolstad had 
been a field judge and Torbert 

Saturday, April 26, 2014

NFL

Briefl y

NFL plans to look at expanded postseason, longer PATs

Bigger playoffs to come?

Kosar believes he’s off TV due to slurred speech

JOHN RAOUX/AP

NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell answers questions during a 
news conference at the NFL football annual meeting in Orlando, 
Fla. Goodell told a gathering of Associated Press Sports Editors on 
Thursday that a vote is uncertain on the proposal to add two teams 
to the postseason.

BY BARRY WILNER

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — The NFL will 
discuss expanded playoffs at the 
owners’ meetings next month in 
Atlanta.

Commissioner Roger Goodell 
told a gathering of Associated 
Press Sports Editors on Thurs-
day that a vote is uncertain on 
the proposal to add two teams to 
the postseason. Should the own-
ers vote on the increase in May, 
Goodell said the 14-team playoffs 
could be implemented for the up-
coming season, or for 2015.

If no vote is taken, then 2015 
would be the target for expanded 
playoffs, with a vote possible in 
October or next March.

The league also would need to 
consult with the players union 
on the matter, but it seems clear 
more playoff teams are on the 
way.

“We’re being very deliberate 
about it,” Goodell said. “We want 
to make sure we do it in the right 
way.”

The NFL also will experiment 
with snapping the ball from the 

was a side judge; both have col-
lege refereeing experience.

Two female officials will be 
working minicamps and pre-
season games: line judge Sarah 
Thomas and head linesman Maia
Chaka. Both work in Confer-
ence USA. They are part of the 
league’s officiating development
program.

The NFL also hired the sons of 
two current officials: field judge
Brad Freeman, the son of back
judge Steve Freeman, a former
player with Buffalo; and field 
judge Shawn Hochuli, son of ref-
eree Ed Hochuli.

Goodell and various other NFL
executives were asked about the
repercussions from the bullying
incidents with the Miami Dol-
phins involving Jonathan Martin
and Richie Incognito.

“You never want to see any
story that reflects on that we 
don’t have the right workplace 
environment,” Goodell said.
“We’ve redoubled our efforts to
make sure we provide the right 
environment ... for everybody in
the NFL.” 

‘ We’re 
being very 
deliberate 
about it. 
We want 
to make 
sure we 
do it in the 
right way. ’
Roger Goodell
NFL commisioner

The Associated Press

CLEVELAND — Former 
Browns quarterback Ber-
nie Kosar believes he has 
been unfairly sacked as a TV 
broadcaster.

Kosar has been removed as 
a color commentator for Cleve-
land’s preseason games by the 
team. The Browns said Wednes-
day night he was being replaced 
by Solomon Wilcots, who will 
work with play-by-play announc-
er Jim Donovan.

Kosar contends he’s been re-
moved because of slurred speech 
he attributes to “a direct result of 
the many concussions I received 
while playing in the NFL.”

“This is very unfortunate,” he 
said in a statement, “as I believe 
my football acumen and ability 
to describe what is happening on 
the field, has been well received 
by Cleveland Browns fans.”

WKYC-TV issued a statement 
disputing Kosar’s assertions.

“Nowhere in our discussions 
with Bernie or the Browns has 
anything ever been said about 
his speech impairment due to 
concussions,” said Brooke Spec-
torsky, the station’s president 
and general manager. “That has 
simply nothing to do with our de-
cision. The Browns are rebuild-
ing their team, and in reviewing 
our programming we’ve decided 
to rebuild as well.”

The 50-year-old Kosar esti-
mates he has had more than a 
dozen documented concussions. 
He has been in pain for more 

than a decade, but said last year 
he found some relief through 
treatments at a wellness facility 
in Florida.

In announcing their decision, 
the Browns said they were in 
discussions with Kosar about 
“potential new roles” on pre-
game telecasts and on the team’s 
website.

“We want Browns fans to look 
forward to seeing and hearing 
his continued contributions and 
analysis,” team president Alec 
Scheiner said.

 Report: Jacobs have had 
discussions about Bills

BUFFALO, N.Y. — The son 
of Boston Bruins owner Jeremy 
Jacobs Sr. has told The Buffalo 
News his family has had discus-
sions involving the Buffalo Bills, 
but adds it’s premature to say 
whether it will make an attempt 
to buy the team.

In a story posted on the news-
paper’s website Wednesday night, 
Jeremy Jacobs Jr. says his family 
is using its resources and contacts 

to ensure the Bills stay in Buffalo. 
He says the family has been in 
contact with NFL Commissioner 
Roger Goodell.

 The Jacobs are from Buffalo 
and own Delaware North food 
service company, which has its 
headquarters in the city.

Also:
� Pack up the pom-poms in Buf-

falo, because the Bills will be play-
ing without the support of their 
official cheerleaders this year.

Stephanie Mateczun, whose 
company manages the Buffalo 
Jills cheerleading squad, said 
Thursday she has suspended op-
erations through at least the end 
of the season. The decision was 
made two days after five former 
Jills filed a lawsuit complaining 
they worked hundreds of hours 
for free, and were subjected to 
groping and sexual comments.

The civil action was filed in state 
Supreme Court and seeks unspec-
ified back pay and legal fees. It 
names Mateczun’s company, Ste-
jon Productions Corp., the Bills, 
and the Jills’ former manager, 
Citadel Communications Co., as 
defendants. Stejon took over man-
aging the cheerleaders in 2011.

Mateczun is in the process of 
hiring legal representation, and 
declined further comment.

Marcus Trufant retires 
as member of Seahawks 

RENTON, Wash. — When it was 
clear Marcus Trufant’s time with 
the Seattle Seahawks was over 
following the 2012 season, he was 

given a message by general man-
ager John Schneider and coach
Pete Carroll on his way out.

If it became apparent that Tru-
fant was ready to retire from the 
NFL, they wanted him to do it as
a member of the Seahawks.

Trufant got that opportunity
Thursday, officially retiring from 
football after signing a one-day 
contract with Seattle.

 Trufant spent his entire NFL
career with the Seahawks, with
the exception of the 2013 training
camp when he was with the Jack-
sonville Jaguars. Trufant was
released at the end of August and 
remained out of football during
the 2013 season.

 Cowboys add ex-Bears 
starting QB Hanie

IRVING, Texas — The Dal-
las Cowboys have added another
quarterback with starting experi-
ence in Caleb Hanie.

The signing of Hanie on Thurs-
day gives the Cowboys three 
quarterbacks behind Tony Romo. 
Kyle Orton was Romo’s backup
last year, and Dallas signed Bran-
don Weeden last month.

Hanie spent four seasons with
Chicago after signing as an un-
drafted free agent in 2008. He 
started four games for the Bears, 
throwing for 679 yards with three 
touchdowns and 10 interceptions.

The former Dallas-area high 
school quarterback spent the 2012
season as Denver’s third QB. Bal-
timore released Hanie at the end
of training camp last year.

MARK DUNCAN/AP

Former Cleveland Browns quarterback Bernie Kosar, left, speaks at 
a news conference with Dr. Rick Sponaugle, in Middleburg Heights, 
Ohio. Kosar believes he’s been unfairly sacked as a TV broadcaster. 
Kosar contends he’s been removed because of slurred speech he 
attributes to “a direct result of the many concussions I received 
while playing in the NFL.” 
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DETROIT — The Boston Bru-
ins took a couple punches, then 
hit back hard and put the De-
troit Red Wings on the brink of 
elimination.

Jarome Iginla scored with 6:28 
left in overtime on a redirected 
shot that went off an opponent, 
lifting the Bruins to a 3-2 victory 
over Detroit on Thursday night in 
Game 4 of their first-round series 
to finish off a comeback from a 
two-goal deficit.

“It was a bit ugly at times, but 
then we got our stuff together,” 
Tuukka Rask said after stopping 
35 shots.

The Presidents’ Trophy win-
ners and defending Eastern Con-
ference champions can advance 
with a victory against Detroit on 
Saturday at home.

 If the Red Wings extend the 
best-of-seven series by winning 
at Boston, they will host Game 6 
on Monday night.

Early in Game 4, a return to 
Joe Louis Arena appeared likely.

Detroit took a 2-0 lead in the 
second period after Pavel Dat-
syuk and Niklas Kronwall each 
had a goal and an assist.

Torey Krug scored midway 
through the second period to pull 
the Bruins within a goal. Milan 
Lucic tied it at 2 early in the third 
period.

  Detroit captain Henrik Zetter-
berg played for the first time 
since having back surgery two 
months ago. Zetterberg gave the 
crowd a jolt, leading to fired-up 
fans roaring when he was on the 
ice for his first shift, and seemed 
to also give his team a boost early 
in the game.

“It was fun to be back,” he said. 
“It would be a lot more fun to 
have a ‘W.’ ”

Wild 2, Avalanche 1: Charlie 
Coyle scored his third goal of the 
series for host Minnesota, and 
the Wild dominated Colorado for 
the second straight game on their 
way to a victory that evened the 
first-round matchup at two games 
apiece.

The Wild outshot the Avalanche 
a stunning 32-12, establishing a 
franchise record for fewest al-
lowed by Minnesota. Colorado 
has been outshot 78-34 in the last 
two games, with Ryan O’Reilly 
getting the only goal.

Jared Spurgeon used a slap 
shot to get a puck past Colorado’s 
Semyon Varlamov just 3:47 into 

the game, much quicker than the 
65:08 the Wild needed to score 
the last time. Game 5 will be in 
Denver on Saturday night.

Kings 6, Sharks 3: Justin Wil-
liams and Marian Gaborik scored 
two goals apiece, and Los Angeles 
emphatically avoided first-round 
playoff elimination with an em-
phatic victory over San Jose in 

Game 4.
Captain Dustin Brown had a

goal and an assist, and Tyler Tof-
foli scored on his 22nd birthday
during a three-goal second pe-
riod as the Kings dodged a series
sweep with a one-sided victory
that could plant a seed of doubt in
their dominant California rivals’ 
minds. 
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NHL PLAYOFFS

First round
(Best-of-seven)
(x-if necessary)

EASTERN CONFERENCE
Boston 3, Detroit 1

Detroit 1, Boston 0
Boston 4, Detroit 1
Boston 3, Detroit 0
Thursday: Boston 3, Detroit 2, OT
Saturday: at Boston
x-Monday: at Detroit
x-Wednesday: Detroit at Boston

Montreal 4, Tampa Bay 0
Montreal 5, Tampa Bay 4, OT
Montreal 4, Tampa Bay 1
Montreal 3, Tampa Bay 2
Montreal 4, Tampa Bay 3

Pittsburgh 2, Columbus 2
Pittsburgh 4, Columbus 3
Columbus 4, Pittsburgh 3, 2OT
Pittsburgh 4, Columbus 3
Columbus 4, Pittsburgh 3, OT
Saturday: at Pittsburgh
Monday: at Columbus
x-Wednesday: at Pittsburgh

N.Y. Rangers 2, Philadelphia 1
N.Y. Rangers 4, Philadelphia 1
Philadelphia 4, N.Y. Rangers 2
N.Y. Rangers 4, Philadelphia 1
Friday: at Philadelphia
Sunday: at N.Y. Rangers
x-Tuesday: at Philadelphia
x-Wednesday: at N.Y. Rangers

WESTERN CONFERENCE
Colorado 2, Minnesota 2

Colorado 5, Minnesota 4, OT
Colorado 4, Minnesota 2
Minnesota 1, Colorado 0, OT
Thursday: Minnesota 2, Colorado 1
Saturday: at Colorado
Monday: at Minnesota
x-Wednesday: at Colorado

St. Louis 2, Chicago 2
St. Louis 4, Chicago 3, 3OT
St. Louis 4, Chicago 3, OT
Chicago 2, St. Louis 0
Chicago 4, St. Louis 3, OT
Friday: Chicago at St. Louis
Sunday: at Chicago
x-April 29: at St. Louis

Anaheim 2, Dallas 2
Anaheim 4, Dallas 3
Anaheim 3, Dallas 2
Dallas 3, Anaheim 0
Dallas 4, Anaheim 2
Friday: at Anaheim
Sunday: at Dallas
x-Tuesday: at Anaheim

San Jose 3, Los Angeles 1
San Jose 6, Los Angeles 3
San Jose 7, Los Angeles 2
San Jose 4, Los Angeles 3, OT
Thursday: Los Angeles 6, San Jose 3
Saturday: at San Jose
x-Monday: at Los Angeles
x-Wednesday: at San Jose

Thursday
Kings 6, Sharks 3

San Jose 1 1 1—3
Los Angeles 1 3 2—6

First Period—1, Los Angeles, Gaborik 
2 (D.Brown, Voynov), 4:08. 2, San Jose, 
Sheppard 1 (Hannan, Hertl), 19:52.

Second Period—3, Los Angeles, Wil-
liams 1 (Richards, Muzzin), 3:52 (pp). 4, 
San Jose, Nieto 2 (Marleau), 8:25. 5, Los 
Angeles, Williams 2 (Mitchell, Stoll), 
16:07. 6, Los Angeles, Toffoli 1 (Martinez, 
Carter), 19:01.

Third Period—7, Los Angeles, Gaborik 
3 (Kopitar), :34. 8, San Jose, Pavelski 2 
(Marleau, Boyle), 11:36 (pp). 9, Los Ange-
les, D.Brown 1 (Toffoli), 18:32 (en).

Shots on Goal—San Jose 17-11-11—39. 
Los Angeles 12-13-6—31.

Power-play opportunities—San Jose 1 
of 4; Los Angeles 1 of 5.

Goalies—San Jose, Niemi 3-1-0 (26 
shots-21 saves), Stalock (0:34 third, 4-4). 
Los Angeles, Quick 1-3-0 (39-36).

A—18,376 (18,118). T—2:48.

Wild 2, Avalanche 1
Colorado 0 1 0—1
Minnesota 1 1 0—2

First Period—1, Minnesota, Spurgeon 
1 (Parise, Granlund), 3:47.

Second Period—2, Minnesota, Coyle 
3 (Pominville), 12:55 (pp). 3, Colorado, 
O’Reilly 2 (McGinn), 13:25.

Shots on Goal—Colorado 3-4-5—12. 
Minnesota 14-11-7—32.

Power-play opportunities—Colorado 
0 of 4; Minnesota 1 of 4.

Goalies—Colorado, Varlamov 2-2-0 (32 
shots-30 saves). Minnesota, Kuemper 2-
0-0 (12-11).

A—19,396 (17,954). T—2:33.

Bruins 3, Red Wings 2 (OT)
Boston 0 1 1 1—3
Detroit 1 1 0 0—2

First Period—1, Detroit, Kronwall 1 
(Datsyuk), 11:00 (pp).

Second Period—2, Detroit, Datsyuk 2 
(Kronwall, Abdelkader), 4:27. 3, Boston, 
Krug 1 (Bergeron), 10:14 (pp).

Third Period—4, Boston, Lucic 2 (So-
derberg, Hamilton), 1:15.

Overtime—5, Boston, Iginla 1 (Hamil-
ton, Krejci), 13:32.

Shots on Goal—Boston 5-12-11-12—40. 
Detroit 15-7-12-3—37.

Power-play opportunities—Boston 1 
of 2; Detroit 1 of 4.

Goalies—Boston, Rask 3-1-0 (37 shots-
35 saves). Detroit, Gustavsson 0-1-0 (40-
37).

A—20,066 (20,066). T—3:00.

Scoreboard

Iginla’s OT goal 
gives Bruins win

Roundup

CARLOS OSORIO/AP

Bruins right wing Jarome Iginla, center, is mobbed by teammates as they celebrate their 3-2 overtime 
victory in Game 4 of a first-round playoff series against the Red Wings in Detroit on Thursday. Iginla was 
credited with the winning goal.

Briefl y

Wild’s Cooke apologizes for hit
The Associated Press

ST. PAUL, Minn. — Minnesota 
Wild left wing Matt Cooke apolo-
gized Thursday for the knee-to-
knee hit on Tyson Barrie that 
sidelined the Colorado Avalanche 
defenseman for at least a month, 
saying he did not intend to injure 
him.

Cooke drew a seven-game sus-
pension Wednesday from the NHL, 
removing him from the remainder 
of this first-round series and more. 
Cooke addressed reporters after 
taking part in the Wild’s pre-game 
skate prior to Game 4, reiterating 
his past insistence that he is not a 
reckless player.

 Starting somberly straight 
ahead and speaking deliberately 
for about 90 seconds, Cooke again 
referenced his recent drop in pen-
alty minutes as evidence he’s com-
mitted to playing a clean game.

“First and foremost, I want to 
say that I’m disappointed and 
sorry that Tyson Barrie can’t play 
for the Colorado Avalanche to-
night. I wish that he could,” Cooke 
said. “Unfortunately, it was not 
my intent to collide with him knee 
on knee. I think it was my intent 
to finish my check. Playoffs are 
a hard, physical time, and it’s my 
job to be physical. I led my team 
in hits all three games, and it’s an 
intense time. I’ve led my team this 
year in hits and in this series.”

This is Cooke’s sixth career sus-
pension for various safety viola-

tions, bringing his total of games 
banned to 34, including playoffs.  

 Kopitar, Bergeron, Toews 
finalists for Selke award

NEW YORK — Anze Kopitar, 
Patrice Bergeron and Jonathan 
Toews are finalists for the NHL’s 
Selke Trophy, awarded to the best 
defensive forward, the league an-
nounced Thursday.

Finalists were voted on by 
members of the Professional 
Hockey Writers’ Association.

Kopitar appeared in all 82 Los 
Angeles Kings games and had the 
second-most ice time among for-
wards behind Pittsburgh’s Sid-
ney Crosby. The Kings allowed a 

league-low average of 2.05 goals
per game.

Boston’s Bergeron led the NHL
in face-off wins with 1,015 — the
most by any player in the past 
seven seasons.

Chicago’s Toews, who won the
award last year, placed fifth in the 
NHL in face-off wins with 884.

The winner will be honored 
June 24 at the NHL Awards in
Las Vegas.

Sochi produces record 
8th doping case

LONDON — Two months after 
the closing ceremony, the Sochi
Olympics broke a Winter Games
record Friday when a Latvian 
hockey player became the eighth 
athlete disqualified for a positive
doping test.

Ralfs Freibergs was retroac-
tively kicked out of the games by 
the IOC after being found guilty of
a steroid offense, the third hockey
player and second from Latvia
caught for doping in Sochi.

The International Olympic
Committee said the 22-year-old 
defenseman tested positive for a
testosterone-related steroid in a 
sample provided after Latvia’s 2-
1 loss to Canada in the quarterfi-
nals on Feb. 19.

 Freiberg’s expulsion represents
the eighth doping case overall 
from Sochi, surpassing the previ-
ous record of seven recorded at
the 2002 Salt Lake City Olympics.  

JACK DEMPSEY/AP

Minnesota left wing Matt Cooke 
apologized Thursday for the 
knee-to-knee hit that sidelined 
Colorado’s Tyson Barrie. 
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First round
(Best-of-seven)
(x-if necessary)

Eastern Conference
Atlanta 2, Indiana 1

Atlanta 101, Indiana 93
Indiana 101, Atlanta 85
Thursday: Atlanta 98, Indiana 85
Saturday at Atlanta
Monday: at Indiana
x-Thursday, May 1: at Atlanta
x-Saturday, May 3: at Indiana

Miami 2, Charlotte 0
Miami 99, Charlotte 88
Miami 101, Charlotte 97
Saturday: at Charlotte
Monday: at Charlotte
x-Wednesday, April 30: at Miami
x-Friday, May 2: at Charlotte
x-Sunday, May 4: at Miami

Brooklyn 1, Toronto 1
Brooklyn 94, Toronto 87
Toronto 100, Brooklyn 95
Friday: at Brooklyn
Sunday: at Brooklyn
Wednesday, April 30: at Toronto
x-Friday, May 2: at Brooklyn
x-Sunday, May 4: at Toronto

Washington 2, Chicago 0
Washington 102, Chicago 93
Washington 101, Chicago 99, OT
Friday: at Washington
Sunday: at Washington
x-Tuesday, April 29: at Chicago
x-Wednesday, May 1: at Washington
x-Saturday, May 3: at Chicago

Western Conference
San Antonio 1, Dallas 1

San Antonio 90, Dallas 85
Wednesday: Dallas 113, San Antonio 

92
Saturday: at Dallas
Monday: at Dallas
Wednesday, April 30: at San Antonio
x-Friday, May 2: at Dallas
x-Sunday, May 4: at San Antonio

Memphis 2, Oklahoma City 1
Oklahoma City 100, Memphis 86
Memphis 111, Oklahoma City 105, OT
Thursday: Memphis 98, Oklahoma 

City 95, OT
Saturday: at Memphis
Tuesday: at Oklahoma City
x-Thursday, May 1: at Memphis
x-Saturday, May 3: at Oklahoma City

L.A. Clippers 2, Golden State 1
Golden State 109, L.A. Clippers 105
L.A. Clippers 138, Golden State 98
Thursday: L.A. Clippers 98, Golden 

State 96
Sunday: at Golden State
Tuesday: at L.A. Clippers
x-Thursday, May 1: at Golden State
x-Saturday, May 3: at L.A. Clippers

Portland 2, Houston 0
Portland 122, Houston 120, OT
Portland 112, Houston 105
Friday: at Portland
Sunday: at Portland
x-Wednesday, April 30: at Houston
x-Friday, May 2: at Portland
x-Sunday, May 4: at Houston

Calendar
May 20 — Draft lottery.
June 5 — NBA Finals begin.
June 16 — Draft early entry withdraw-

al deadline.
June 26 — NBA Draft.

Thursday
Clippers 98, Warriors 96

L.A. CLIPPERS — M.Barnes 0-6 0-0 0, 
Griffin 15-25 2-9 32, Jordan 5-8 4-9 14, Paul
5-13 3-4 15, Redick 5-11 1-1 14, Ja.Crawford 
5-11 0-0 13, Davis 2-2 0-0 4, Collison 3-7 0-
0 6, Granger 0-1 0-0 0, Turkoglu 0-2 0-0 0. 
Totals 40-86 10-23 98.

GOLDEN STATE — Iguodala 4-9 3-7 11, 
Lee 6-15 0-0 12, O’Neal 3-5 4-4 10, Curry 5-
12 3-4 16, Thompson 10-22 4-4 26, D.Green
5-11 2-3 13, H.Barnes 2-8 0-0 4, Blake 0-1
0-0 0, Jo.Crawford 1-4 0-0 2, Speights 1-
2 0-2 2, Armstrong 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 37-89 
16-24 96.

L.A. Clippers 24 22 29 23—98
Golden State 21 22 21 32—96
Three-Point Goals—L.A. Clippers 8-

28 (Ja.Crawford 3-6, Redick 3-6, Paul 2-
7, Granger 0-1, Griffin 0-1, Turkoglu 0-2,
Collison 0-2, M.Barnes 0-3), Golden State
6-31 (Curry 3-8, Thompson 2-11, D.Green
1-5, Iguodala 0-1, Blake 0-1, Jo.Crawford
0-1, H.Barnes 0-4). Fouled Out—D.Green.
Rebounds—L.A. Clippers 59 (Jordan 22),
Golden State 60 (D.Green 11). Assists—
L.A. Clippers 25 (Paul 10), Golden State 26
(Curry 15). Total Fouls—L.A. Clippers 20, 
Golden State 18. Technicals—Paul, L.A.
Clippers defensive three second, Golden
State defensive three second. Flagrant
Fouls—M.Barnes, D.Green. A—19,596
(19,596).

Grizzlies 98, Thunder 95 (OT)
OKLAHOMA CITY — Durant 10-27 10-

13 30, Ibaka 6-10 0-0 12, Perkins 3-3 1-2 
7, Westbrook 9-26 8-12 30, Sefolosha 2-3 
3-3 7, Collison 1-1 0-0 2, Jackson 2-9 0-0 4, 
Butler 0-5 0-0 0, Fisher 1-3 0-0 3, Jones 0-0 
0-0 0. Totals 34-87 22-30 95.

MEMPHIS — Prince 2-5 0-0 4, Randolph 
5-20 6-7 16, Gasol 7-14 0-0 14, Conley 8-14 
2-2 20, Lee 3-9 3-4 10, Koufos 3-6 0-0 6, Al-
len 8-15 0-0 16, Miller 0-3 0-0 0, Udrih 5-6 
1-2 12, Davis 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 41-92 12-15 
98.

Oklahoma City 18 18 25 24 10—95
Memphis 24 20 27 14 13—98
Three-Point Goals—Oklahoma City

5-28 (Westbrook 4-13, Fisher 1-1, Sefolo-
sha 0-1, Jackson 0-2, Butler 0-3, Durant
0-8), Memphis 4-16 (Conley 2-5, Udrih 1-2, 
Lee 1-2, Randolph 0-1, Prince 0-1, Miller
0-2, Allen 0-3). Fouled Out—None. Re-
bounds—Oklahoma City 59 (Westbrook
13), Memphis 56 (Randolph 10). Assists—
Oklahoma City 13 (Durant, Jackson 3),
Memphis 21 (Randolph 6). Total Fouls—
Oklahoma City 23, Memphis 21. A—18,119 
(18,119).

Hawks 98, Pacers 85
INDIANA — George 3-11 5-6 12, West 

7-13 2-2 16, Hibbert 2-9 0-0 4, G.Hill 1-11 
2-2 4, Stephenson 8-16 3-6 21, Watson 2-
6 1-1 6, Mahinmi 1-3 0-0 2, Scola 7-11 3-4 
17, Turner 1-4 0-0 3, Copeland 0-1 0-0 0. 
Totals 32-85 16-21 85.

ATLANTA — Carroll 6-8 4-6 18, Millsap 
3-11 7-8 14, Antic 0-5 1-2 1, Teague 7-20 
6-6 22, Korver 6-9 4-4 20, Williams 3-6 3-4 
11, Brand 1-4 2-3 4, Scott 1-5 3-4 5, Mack
1-5 0-0 3, Muscala 0-0 0-0 0, Schroder 0-0 
0-0 0. Totals 28-73 30-37 98.

Indiana 24 14 20 27—85
Atlanta 24 15 28 31—98
Three-Point Goals—Indiana 5-20 

(Stephenson 2-6, Turner 1-2, Watson 1-
3, George 1-4, Scola 0-1, Copeland 0-1,
G.Hill 0-3), Atlanta 12-34 (Korver 4-7, Wil-
liams 2-3, Carroll 2-4, Teague 2-6, Mack
1-4, Millsap 1-4, Scott 0-2, Antic 0-4).
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Indiana 
56 (George 14), Atlanta 54 (Millsap 14). 
Assists—Indiana 21 (West 5), Atlanta
21 (Teague 10). Total Fouls—Indiana 22, 
Atlanta 19. Technicals—Scola, Scott. A—
18,124 (18,729).  

Scoreboard

NBA PLAYOFFS

The Associated Press

OAKLAND, Calif. — Chris 
Paul pounded his chest and shout-
ed toward the Golden State War-
riors’ bench. Blake Griffin and 
DeAndre Jordan high-fived, and 
the Los Angeles Clippers soaked 
in the silence of the once-roaring, 
gold-shirt wearing crowd as they 
walked off the court together.

The sound of stealing back 
home-court advantage was the 
sweetest thing of all.

Griffin scored 32 points and 
grabbed eight rebounds, Jordan 
had 14 points and 22 rebounds, 
and the Clippers outlasted the 
Warriors 98-96 Thursday to take a 
2-1 lead in their first-round series.

“Winning ugly is beautiful,”  
Clippers coach Doc Rivers said. 
“But as a coach I know we can be 
better, and I have to bring that out 
of us.”

After a 40-point victory in 
Game 2, Los Angeles had to sweat 
out a victory until the final buzzer 
this time.

The Griffin-Jordan frontcourt 
tandem bullied and bruised the 
Warriors inside to power the 
Clippers ahead by 18 points in 
the third quarter. And they did 
just enough late to quiet Stephen 
Curry and Klay Thompson — 
along with the announced sellout 
crowd of 19,596 that wanted to 
will the Warriors back.

Game 4 of the best-of-seven se-
ries is Sunday in Oakland.

“When we needed it, we got 
stops,” Griffin said. “And that’s 
why we were successful.”

Thompson scored 26 points, 
and Curry had 16 points and 15 
assists to rally the Warriors back. 
But Curry forced a contested, 
step-back three-pointer over Paul 
in the final seconds to seal the 
Clippers’ victory, though the War-
riors wanted a foul on Paul, who 
appeared to make contact with 
Curry’s hip on the way down.

“I thought I initiated enough 
contact,” Curry said. “That’s my 
go-to move, the step-back. I’m not 
going to air-ball that.”

Grizzlies 98, Thunder 95 (OT): 
Memphis knows it has to stop 
blowing fourth-quarter leads. Con-
secutive overtime wins makes the 
needed corrections much easier.

Mike Conley scored five of his 
20 points in overtime, and the 
Grizzlies beat visiting Oklahoma 
City on Thursday to take a 2-1 
lead in their first-round Western 
Conference series.

The Grizzlies won their sec-
ond straight overtime game this 
time after leading by 17 before 
going cold for most of the final 
7:43 of regulation. Courtney Lee 

clinched the victory, hitting three 
of four free throws in the final 
10.9 seconds of OT.

 NBA scoring champ Kevin Du-
rant and Russell Westbrook each 
scored 30 for the Thunder, who 
even got another four-point play in 
the final minute to force overtime. 
This time, it was Westbrook’s turn 
with 26.6 seconds left.

But Durant missed all eight 
three-point attempts and was 10-
for-27. Westbrook was 9-for-26, 
although he grabbed 13 rebounds. 
The Thunder hit only three of 12 
overall in overtime. 

Roundup

Clippers steal back home court

BY PAUL NEWBERRY

The Associated Press

ATLANTA — The Indiana Pacers are 
questioning their toughness and dealing 
with speculation about a lineup change.

Hardly what’s expected from a No. 1 
seed.

On the ropes again at the hands of the 
eighth-seeded Atlanta Hawks, the Pac-
ers must figure out a way to recapture the 
form that carried them to the best record 
in the Eastern Conference.

Better do it quickly.
Led by Jeff Teague and Kyle Korver 

and taking advantage of a missed call, the 

Hawks reclaimed the upper hand in the se-
ries with a 98-85 victory Thursday night. 

Paul George was held to 12 points on 3-
for-11 shooting, George Hill made one of 
11 from the field, and 7-foot-2 Roy Hibbert 
continually missed shots close to the hoop.

Hibbert has scored only 18 points in 
the first three games on 7-for-25 shooting.
Coach Frank Vogel was asked if he planned
to make a change, especially given the Pac-
ers had more success with their big man on
the bench.

“We’re going to look at everything,” 
Vogel said. “He has not played well in the
series to this point. But we still have confi-
dence in Roy Hibbert.” 

Atlanta puts reeling 
Indiana on the ropes 

MARCIO JOSE SANCHEZ/AP

The Clippers’ Blake Griffin dunks against the Golden State Warriors 
during Thursday’s Game 3 of their opening-round playoff series. 

JOHN BAZEMORE/AP

Pacers forward Luis Scola, left, fights Hawks forward Paul Millsap for a loose ball 
during Game 3 of their first-round playoff series on Thursday in Atlanta. 
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SPORTS

BY HOWARD FENDRICH

The Associated Press

New York Yankees pitcher Michael Pineda is 
hardly the first major leaguer to head to the 
mound hoping to get away with using pine tar 
to aid his grip.

And he won’t be the last, those in baseball say, be-
cause it’s simply part of the game.

He just got caught.
“It’s not like somebody sits you down and says, 
‘Hey, dude, you should try this.’ You see things,” 

Washington Nationals relief pitcher Drew 
Storen said. “And being around the game, 
you know things that can be done.”

What stood out for many around the 
sport was how glaringly obvious the 
splotch of brown goo was on the side 
of Pineda’s neck. It got him ejected 
from a game against the Boston Red 
Sox and drew a 10-game suspension 
Thursday.
“That was pretty blatant,” Storen 

said. “Wasn’t really subtle.”
Hours before Washington hosted San 

Diego on Thursday night, a highlight 
package from Wednesday’s major league 
games was shown on the videoboard at 
Nationals Park, and a lengthy segment 
poked fun at Pineda’s easy-to-spot pine 
tar.

SEE PINE TAR ON PAGE 26

New York Yankees starting pitcher
 Michael Pineda walks off the mound

 after being ejected when a foreign substance 
was discovered on his neck in the second inning 

against the Red Sox on Wednesday
 night at Fenway Park in Boston. 

ELISE AMENDOLA/AP
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